
examinations in the Chinese Classics—the books of

Confucius. Bv imperial edict this whole system has

been changed, and henceforth these examinations
will be based upon the Western system of education.

Thi" change has been described bv those thoroughly
conversant with China o.s the greatest educational

revolution the world has tver seen. Public schools

to teach this Western learning are being established

by the CTOvernment in everv province. The estab-

lishment of girls' schools under the T)atronage of

the court, is not a less striking indicatior of the

changed attitude of the Chinese people, for I'ereto-

fore woman has been completclv ignored i' their

educational system. In tv.o of the chief provinces

of the Empire, containing a population o^ over 50,-

000,000, bv order of the Vic^rov the Bible is taught

in all public schools side bv side with the books ol

Confucius, taught not because of its religious truth,

but as being the book upon which our W estern civil-

ization is founded.

The newspaper, a few years ago regarded as an

evidence of the handiwork of the "foreign devil,"

is now evervwhere published and read. There are

10 dailv newspapers in Peking, one a woman's, pro-

bably the onlv woman's daily newspaper in the

world. Chinese students, who formerly thought all

knowledge worth acciuirinir could be gained from the

study of their own classics, are now flocking bv the

thousands to Tokio and in smaller numbers to the

imiversities of Europe and America to learn the se-

cret of Japan's marvellous success, and of the power
of the Western nations. Chinese students are not

Slow to learn. Their Grand Canal was the greatest

engineering feat of its age and thev rested on their

laurels. To-dav, swallowing their prejudices, they
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