
there were two very remarkable applicatkms
of the doctrine laid down in that resolution.
One was the virtual creation—it is a matter of
record—in the summer of 1918 cf an imperial
council of safety and defence, which was made
up of the premiers of the Briti^ nations and
ot no one else. The other was the conference
between the overseas members of the imperial
cabinet and the admiralty, followed by the
dedaration of naval policy by the dominions,
which was an amplification and expression
of the general imperial policy which had been
decided the previous year.
Then came the Peace Conference, where the

dominions asked for and obtained repre-
sentation. That carried in its train a latige
number of consequences of the firet order.
So far as Canada was concerned—I do not
know whether the same practice was followed
in other IXmunions—our representatives in
Paris were appointed by the King as Cana-
dian plenipotentiaries on the authority
of an order-m-ooundl passed by the Dominion
Government. Attendance at the conference
implied the signing of the peace treaty by
representatives of the dominions. This car-
ried with it the necesity of the Dominion
parliamentary approval b^ore Canada was
subject to it and it carried with it as well the
necessity of our entering into the League of
Nations in full membership, with all that that
meant in modification ana change in our in-
ternational relations (hear, hear). I was in
London, attached to the Canadian del^ation,
when the momentous decision to ask for
representation at the conference was made,
and I do not imagine that the future was
altogether foreseen as to the very great con-
sequences that followed from that decision.
But the dominion premiers had no alternative.
It was a case where the decision had been made
by events. When the conference met in
Paris to make peace and to provide for a
future world which would be better than the
one whid) had been t»t>ken to pieces by the
war it was out of the question that the great
British Dominions should make a fugitive
and intermittent appearance in the oonfer-
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