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FOREWORD

We |>ubli-.h thit wts-k n s|Hriul Tnulo liiillitii with Cliiiiii «ml .fiipnn a* it*

^iiLjfi't.

In tho winter nf lOUI, 1 inHtriirtt-d the Comtiiixiiiiinor of ('oiimHTi-.', Mr. 1( (iriKif.

to proccol to Chiim iniil Jiipaii aii'i lii.il i- siirh i-xiiiiiimitiin:. and Kutht-r mirh

iiifiirmatiiiii iix win purtim-iit in rfhitmn t.i tho iHw^ihilitif* of inmimTiiul intcr-

chaiiKf Iti'twccn thtMp coiintriiit untl Cntiaiia. Mr. tiriiiK spfnt minic wn-kn in the

pm-fcution ot hJH n-ni-archrr*. anil the 'x-mAx of hi^ wc.rk \* partly i-inboiiii-d in

the ri'piirts piibli-hiMl lu'ri'with.

A wide circnlatiiiii is hcinn Riven t.. this huliftiii Hnii>mf tho produfcru and
huMiness nii'ti of Canada in the holH- that it will intcri'»t thciii in the pres<-nt and

ooniin^r portsihiiitii's of trade witli these two ancient and intereNtiiiR ennntrie*.

I'pwards of five hundred million |ieople inhahit Chinn and Japan in a vuot ntn'teh of

iahind and etnitinent fai-iiiff our westeni front door. Between lie* a faeilo oeean

now Ix-iiiiniinir to quiver Iwneath the swift keols of rapidly inerea-iinR mereantilo

fleets.

The eable, wirele** teleRrapliy, frecpient postal nervice and inereni»in(r personal

tra-el arc shorteninK the diHtaneo and dispelling tho iRnoranee that have hitherto

kept us so wide api'rt.

Already these nations have a seaborn commeree of one billion dollars and this

is constantly inereasinff. They now import more than I.tOO.OOO.OOO worth of Roods

from foreiim lands, not more than ll.OO per head of their population. The immense
undeveloped resourees of CI..no guaranteo o "leld of wonderful activity in the ncnr

future. Tn coal and iron she possesses very important elements of productivity.

Gradually trunk lines of railway are piercin„- the rich interior and opcningr up
resources hitherto sealed to enterprise for lack of transport. Law and order and
financial reconstruction are slowly but surely beinK established and hindrances

to exchange bein^ removed. With better conditions and the immense human
labour force of China mr- id more directed to improved production in all lines

the growth in her pure? .« power will soon swell the volume of imports
far beyond the present paivi-y T.I cents per head of h.-r population. It is difficult

to forecast what under fairly favourable conditions will he the importini; nower of

China twenty-five or fifty years hfnec, and surely Canadian business inr •. must
woik in reference to a future so littie remote.

Japan has within a few decades become absolutely transformed so far as

productive industry and commeree arc concerne<l and now boasts a foreign trade
of $470,000,000. which is about eq\ially divided between imports and exports and
wliicli is constantly increasing.

Progress in China may not be so rapid, but China from her vast extent and
wonderful undeveloped rosources will be n incrmparably richer field for foreign

enterprise and investment, and a far Ri-eater relative cjnsumer of foreign com-
modities. On all grounds, therefore, of enlightened business policy, Canada and
Canadians cannot afford to neglect this great and promising field which lies no
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