
To Mr. S. J. C'larkf, SiijKTintiiuknt of the Kdky Moiiiilain

Park, Banff, tlu- writer's thanks arr iluc for kindly affonlinK him

thi" iiso of an office.

To Mr. J. T. Child, Parks MngineiT. also, ili.inks arc t'\-

tendc'd for many courtesies.

NATIRK OF THF-: PHOSPHATK DISCOVKRV BV Ol TI-

CKRS OF THK COXSKRVATION COMMISSION.'

The occurrence of rock phosphate of economic value near

Butti', Montana," at points some 200 miles sf)Uth of the Inter-

national boundary, was insesti^ated and reported on by the

I'nited States Geological Survey between 1911 and 1*)14; the

latest report being that of Stone and Bonnie, <<ii the l-^lliston

area referred to in the accompanying footnote. Ihe pos>iliilit\'

of the Montana beds extending north into Canada had freipiently

been suggested, but the northerly conlinnation of ihe series

appeared to be interrupted south of the border l)\- what is known
as the Lewis overthrust, a major fault which has resulted in the

over-riding of the i)h()sphate-beariiig Carboniferous (Penn-

sylvanian) series by a considerable thickness of later beds.

However, in order to ascertain whether a phosphate-bi'aring

horizon did not jjossibly e.\ist in beils of Pennsylvanian (Cpper

Carboniferous) age in Canada, the Commission of Conservation

deputed Dr. F. D. Adams and Mr. \V. J. Dick to proci'cd to

Alberta and Montana, and if possible to correlale Penns\ ixanian

horizons of the F^astern Rocky Mountains with what has been

termed the Phosphoria formation, in Montana.

These officers succeeded in finding phosphate at two points

in the Rocky Mountain Park, within a few miles of Banff.

The more important of thesi' finds was that of a piece of

float phosphate (a boulder wi'ighing about 30 pounds) in the bed

of F'orty-mile creek, ai out 2 miles northeast of Banff (si map).

' Particulars of tin- fii^'ovt-ry have sime ap[K'arfi] in a siHci.il Hulli'liii is^tu'd by tiie ab<jvo

Coinniission. entitled, 'Discovery of Pliosijliatf of Lime in the Rocky Mountyind," by Dr.

F. D. .Arlams ami J. W. Dick.

-.See Pardee. J. T.. Bull. No. 530-H., U. S. Gcol. Surv.. 1012. pp. 20-27; Gale, H. S..

Bull. .\o. 471). L'. S. Geol. Surv.. ivll. pp. 440-451; Stone, R. W., and Bonnie, C. A.. Bull.

No. SKO-N., U. S. Geol. Surv., IVH.


