
50 LEARNING HOW TO DO

" We inu«ttakein tl.injr.H.assiinilato them iin.l form i.l.'as.an.l tl.eii

wo wiU have an outcon.e. The more we practice this, the nu.re facihty

we will find ourselves ohtainin^. It in always possible to revive i.leas

in the mind and to make n.enttil movements and coordinations. The

more we -lo this, the more vital force we will have, the n.on- deeply we

will realize and appru^ciate things. We will be-in to understand what

inspiration means."

DRAWING IN RELATION TO WRITING.

" Writin<' is little else than drawinj; the forms of letters: drawinj;

is little more^than writing the forms of objects." Therefore Mr. Rem-

brandt Peale arjrues that " the art of writinjr, to be taught conM>tently

with nature, ouyht to be treated as subordinate to that of drawing.

Tlie practice of writing;, when aciuired previous to and independent of

drawing, in his opinion spoils the hand and mars its freedom by con-

Hning it to a few particular fcn-n.s on a contracted scale instead of

cultivatiiK' it in a gereral ability for all forms.

Geiman e.lucators teach the children in the infant and primary

schools to draw long before they c.^mmenct writing, and by this course

writin.' is ac-iuired much more readily and correctly than by the method

usually followed, of teaching writing first. Prof. Minitie, of Baltimore,

considered this the most rational mode of proceeding, for in drawing,

the eye becomes accustomed to judge of direction and distance, and the

hand to execute with more or less precision m accordance with the judg-

ment .so aciuired ; therefore when the student is put to writing his first

copy composed of straight, parallel, equidistant lines of eqm.l length,

h." ooes to work instantly, and can at once judge if a line is incorrectly

wrHten. It is the want of this knowledge that ren.lers it so difficult

for children to learn to write,' and its acquirement in after life will

always tend to improve a handy penman. On examining ^. copy-book

used extensively in the Baltimore Schools, Prof. Minitie found that one

pacre was calculated for the writing or drawing of 2(lO straight lines,

another page for straight lines with a curve at the top, the next for

the same number of straight lines with a curve at the bottom. " Let

us suppose," he says, " that a boy writes only ten each of these copies,

which must be considered a very moderate computation, he would, by

writing them, draw 2000 straight lines, and 400O .straight lines joined

to a curve. This is a very large drawing practice, but it is only a drop

in the bucket compared to the continued practice pursued day after

day and year after year."

Pestaloz/= said that the child should learn lo do everything in

p.rff.cfion from the beginning, wiiich he will not be able to do in writ-

incr unless this acquirement be built upon an elementary course of

drawing Pestalozzi grouped Ml elementary knowledge into three


