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overturn the old order, just as a moth or butter-
fly burst the walls of its chrysalis, or a chicken
the shell which imprisons it, usually with a strug-
gle, you remark. £o we find from chattel slavery
through serfdom to wage slavery has been the lot
of the working class, and ever they have done the
work and the masters reaped the produce.

Now up to the age of feudalism the cultivation
of the soil certainly held prime place in world’s
work. Great lords counted their wealth in hides,
in cattle and in corn, and the trades such as they
were, sheltered under the lee of farming and
were tributary to it. But the new form was form-
ing inside the old, and soon the tradesmen gath-
ered into towns and became, as commerce grew,
very strong; presently reaching out for political
power. And so we find them today masters above
all—the capitalists.

It is not our purpose to follow tne development
of capitalism closely; all we need remark is that
as soon as the manufacturing interests gained
enough power they freed the serfs from the land
and called them into the towns, to compete with
each other as wage slaves. Now a period of fran-
tic expansion set it, the towns grew in wealth and
power as the rural nobility grew poorer. All in-
terest was centered vpon manufacturing pursuits,
and the farm was steadily thrust into the back-
ground. The feudal lords holding political power
vere enabled to hold things in check for a time,
but the young and vigorous capitalism soon be-
came paramount and won in the end.

fo backward were things upon the land that as
late as 1750 the old three-field system of farming
was in vogue, and it was not until the discovery
by Jethio Tull and Lord “Turnip’ Townshend of
intensive farming that agriculture came under the
heel of capitalism. In Europe the feudal lords
still hold their ground, but here upon this con-
tinent capitalism has free play and none to say
it nay. Cyrus MecCormick, Appleby and others,
Ly their improvement of farm machinery, have
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