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Student power: the myth and the reality
by Mike Snook

What is student power? Who has it? For that matter, who for open decision making. F ,
^English Canadian students are picking up a phrase that It te^'aSbSiïSaü/ ^rchlsri^ deCailed id^1°gy- cope ^with^tihe^new rïdi- 
is now 27 years old for European students and 12 years old responsible. These are folklore mvths whk-h^end^ ir~ ^allsr" springing up on the 
for the Québécois. That phrase is the new political toy rou£d any new or revolutionarv Mn rhe TnrLum"/0 SUJ\ American campus. Why? 
Student Syndicalism’. It’s become the ideology of the Cana- philosphy The student svndicalisrhaQ timl sens.e) Jhey re being programmed

dian Union of Students in a world that tells us all ideologies to perform than to lose himself in secreî LSI fy m®n who have no feeling
are dead, including God, President Johnson, and Cassius X. words, or purges. secret meetings, code for ^^y movement they

result is anaccurate know
ledge and thus inaccurate 
programming.

One View - SymKcaism Second view - Democratic Society
Vrtll™e of syndicalism ideology is: the student is a Students for a Democratic Society is the newest version
and Serous Left'' There are roughly 200 =P'«d

"S'" . . So wha.areCanadlanstu-

tions should resist any temptation to bring pressures to A true student vnirE ir. . th® Canadian Union of Stu-
bear on the individual student to curtail this freedom All will run he SmUch h u the r1!mniP? of the diversity dents will use some of its
this is, of course, within theboimdarfe, the mtoeTs aï tfZXtaJJÎLSS?eïSUp vail,ous com- membSrs m»ney to publishland. The student is a young adult, with full rights to a future • ,h H , , ow belnK attempted. These committees are a student news magazine, 
which will allow him to take over, and change, if necessary aijy6.. adr^niatrati°r'whicb . Students councils are one The Issue will appear twice
the society into which he has been born. He has a right eof, h 1th/ ülfluence of the prime targets of SDS. in 1968, as a prelude to mon
te influence social institutions, and the resmnsibüitv to £Lî,tutS- Studen,t mem~ Run, from the t0P in an exe- thly publication in *69. 
examine all the cultural values of his society hers of these committees do cutive corporate fashion Though published by C US,

As an intellectual, the student has a right to those con- purp<?se in thleyes they ^ eff®ct Perpetuate the the magazine will be edi
tions which allow for freedom of and development of the rLnnfd ^ become disen- present order that SDS aims torially independent,
mind. He has a right to draw the attention of society to fhanted» and later demand to change. By their struc- The magazine will at-
its cultural life. Hence student demands for abolition of Drffr^^resiSnr • ffmlîed^th V® extreK"lely tempt t0 Perform the role of
fees, students’ salaries, cultural centres fellowshins Draft„ resistance is limited in their own ability
libraries, membership in the academT senate andTon thé one manifestation of the SDS to execute social progress in 
board of governors P,he universes füli “âemors! 'he university.

ritarywhat is necessarily best for him, but for society. * £ Canïda^y'sES gcïïe And

in so doing, they lose the 
chance for confrontation.
This is dodging, rather than 
resistance.

The CUS View

a proponent of reform and 
alleviation of social prob
lems and education.

The York View
Syndicalists believe students are an integral part of the 

university community. They have a right to know what is 
going on, and an obligation to find out—thus their demands

1 # • And how about home athe is wearing York? Well> we have the
_ _ o Vietniks, who have held at

troll ehnPfi least one numerically suc-
SUV , r cessful demonstration, a- 

. . uby Jay SonIey gainst Hawker-Siddeley. We
It is as though you were on are members of CUS, and 

a journey through a series of we have the college system, 
five valleys. which is supposedly to

T. ,, _ „ , . , protect the freedom of the
The first valley is the val- individual and guarantee him 

ley of trust. an identity which he
. „ . would have no where else in

From the valley of trust a multiversity such as York 
you go into the valley of love, is destined to become.

And we have more. We 
, , have an aware adminstrator

you go into the valley of self- in the person of President 
knowledge. Murray G. Ross, who in a

_ , statement earlier this year
From the valley of warned against public de

self-knowledge you go into mands that would lead to a 
the valley of knowledge of lack of academic freedom 
another. within the university itself.
... Because the university is de-
And from that valley you pendent for its existence on 

go into the valley of knowl- public and private funds, 
edge of another’s knowledge there is a real danger of 

y°u- outside manipulation. In
deed, most of the pressure 
that is brought to bear on 

of a great cliff and you shake student radicals of all forms, 
the sand of the valleys out of is a result of economics. Who 
your sandals, and you scale within the conservative and 
that cliff, and you get to the monied corporate class is 
very top, and you hang your willing to give money to a 
fingers over the edge, and university that condones 
you look up, and then a great hippy-like behaviour? 
monster man appears, and So really, what is the 
he says to you; If you want point of student power, in the 

i t0 co™e UP here on the plat- form of Syndicalism, or of 
1 o eau wlth me, 1 must stamp that taken by SDS? We don’t

.....  5 °,n your flngers seventy have the financial power,
69$ ts ; #(„. * times seven times . what can we do on the con-

^ P crete level?
° And you must decide. And What have we done? We 

V 5 You have all the time in the do not yet have student se-
YORK’S MOST ACTIVE GROUP OF ACTIVISTS - THE COMMITTEE TO END THE WAR IN ' world to decide, for he does nators on either Campus,
VIETNAM AT A RECENT DEMONSTRATION AGAINST HAWKER-SIDDELY OF CANADA . . not want to influence your although they have been ap-

/•'Iwtt| zi ^-vi • • decision one little bit. And proved in principle; we do
CUP conference : Objective news is a myth rwXgatg„iVhoets.and he Z

Over 200 college journal- thine that fairlv and amir c , , , student affairs which is

EimsE SsSs-Ei sâikzii àiiss
a-32 3-E.m
objective reporting was a newspapers can no longer be here at York in that Excal- I am on the nlarean r community , which in theassœsrdb r
•îaMa^ ara?--* re.-—- SsæSJ?-
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