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Richard Falk addresses a Dalhousie audience.

"I think it is very likely the state will persist in formal 
terms but in reality be less and less important in the 
______________ political landscape."
tant in supporting the power 
structure which presently exists. 
In the national security area, the 
structure of state power controls 
the way in which the media and 
press see reality, through its con­
trol of experts, (influence upon) 
high public figures, and control 
of secret information. It sets the 
boundaries of responsible and 
reasonable discussion, and dis­
credits those who go beyond the 
boundaries.
Gazette: Are you regarded as 
credible?
Falk: I don't think I'm important 
enough to be discredited. They 
appear to allow a diversity of 
views to be presented, in the 
newspapers for example. I am 
not denied access, but if I tried to

ways to remain secure in a world 
of conflict and tension. We 
would then liberate resources 
and innovation to address other 
failures in our society. In the Uni­
ted States, for example, we 
would provide the basis for 
decent cities, protect the envi­
ronment, and share the wealth of 
the country to eliminate the 
poverty which co-exists with the 
affluence of part of the 
population.

It can only happen if there is a 
cultural and religious sense that 
some things are more important 
than profits and income levels. It 
would also be important to revi­
talize the rights of citizenship in 
the society. It would create a dif­
ferent political sense, a new
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Richard Falk talks
initiate a political movement or 
was to seek political power, I 
would certainly be discredited. 
As I have said, people like Gene 
McCarthy, Fred Harris, Jerry 
Brown, and George McGovern 
were all discredited when they 
ran for high public office. When 
they began to become politically 
relevant, the process began to 
happen.
Gazette: In speaking last evening 
you said that there would be lib­
eration from the state in two 
directions, "above and below”, 
or something to that effect. Can 
you give us some idea as to how 
this freedom or liberation will 
come about, and what will 
human civilization look like, 
given that you've said that cen­
tralized world government 
would be tyranny?

Falk: It is extremely difficult to 
anticipate the future. One impor­
tant consideration is that the 
world is a very diverse place - 
ideologically, culturally, econom­
ically - and so the evolution will 
be different in different parts of 
the world.

In North America, the first step 
is rethinking our security policies 
in the nuclear age, finding imag­
ination and courage to step back 
from this dependence upon 
nuclear weapons, and finding

It was fitting that Princeton 
University Professor Richard Falk 
spoke to a Dalhousie audience 
on the evening previous to 
Remembrance Day, since most 
of his remarks centred around 
the issues of war and peace, and 
movements in the direction of a 
warless world order.

Falk is a critic of western legal 
thinking and American foreign 
policy (as well as Soviet foreign 
policy, of course), and of western 
and American society. Much of 
his philosophy rests on his belief 
that real democracy has col­
lapsed in the west, while the 
formal structures remain. He says 
the dominant power of the 
"national security" establishment 
in the United States commands 
significant control over national 
economic wealth, and the institu­
tions, such as media, which are 
essential for a thriving 
democracy.

Professor Falk granted Geoff 
Martin an interview on a number 
of points surrounding his Thurs­
day evening address. Following is 
the edited text of the interview. 
Gazette: What part does the 
media play in the failure of 
democracy as you described it 
last evening?
Falk: Primarily the press is impor-
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Be a newsmaker ... join the Gazette.
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The most advanced, 
most versatile home 
computer for the 
money today 
is also the 
easiest to use.

That makes it 
THE Home 
Computer.
From
Texas Instruments.
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$99. *

TI-99/4A _ __ _
* Console,16K RAM, RF ModulatorT~MamJfT?/

the greatest arcade-type games going today 
If you're already a "pro", you’ll find thel 

Home Computer is fully expandable and 
versatile. Tl BASIC is built right in. and 
there’s capability for a number of other 
IKipular languages. Plus a big selection of 
peripherals and accessories.

Easy to start. Easy to use. Easy to expand 
and ///•»» . For the whole family. It's THE 
Home Computer. F rom Texas Instruments 
You should see it today. Come in and ask foi 
a demonstration.

Whether you’re a beginner or a "pro", the TI 
Home Computer will give you more for your 
money

Everything about the Tl Home Computer 
is designed to make it easy to use So it’s the 
easiest to star: with, and stay with. For the 
whole family.

There’s a wide range of Solid State Soft­
ware'' Educational programs, home man­
agement. taxes, personal finances, all wuth 
mstructions right on the screen whenever 
>"U need them And for family fun, some of
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BASIC COmPUTEB SALES LTD

6100 YOUNG ST., HALIFAX, N.S. B3K 2AA
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