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THE POTATO SITUATION.
Cost of Production Estimates in

Eastern Canada
In eider to proteet the public wgainet

spceulatioDn in tihe potaito trade ail whole-
,sale dealers will be iegistered at the ofIRce
of the Food (3ontroller a:nd wiUl have ta take
-out a liçense to do business. Licenses wiii
be issued only te bona ide dealers a.nd the
latter wiIl be required te file senii-monthly
statemnents3 ohnwinig their purchases, sales
and profits. legitmate dealers and whole-
ealera will ha~ve nothiug to f ear frIn the
.regulations, but the taking of unreasonable
profits between pToducer and consumer will
flot be permitted.

Bepreýsentatives of the Departments of
Agriculture of Nova Seotia, New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Tsiand, Quebec and Ontario,
acting asý an advisory sub-cenimittee o! the
Fruit andf Vegetýable Committee of the Food
Controleor'r, office, were ini session ini Ot-
tawa Iasat -weekl conisidering the potato situ-
ation. They reported their findings to the
main comniittee.

They estimated the surplus of potatees in
Nova Scotia at, two million bushels; in New
Brunswick, two millions &ix hundred thou-
ssand bushels; in Prince Edward Island,
three million bushlieis; Iu Ontario, a nor-
mal crop; in Quebe. a shertage of twa mil-
liou bushiels. The surplus is flot due to a
heavy crop per acre, but to a largely in-
creased acreage. As a inatter of tact, the
y'ield per acre is simail, and con6equleiitly
the coast of production is coinrparatively
large.

The cost ta the farmer of produicing a 90-
Pound basg o! pot.atoes wae estimeted as fol-
lows for the several provinces represented:

Nova Seotia........ $1 05
New Brunswick....... .... 50
Prince Edward Island ........ 090
Ontario........... 30
Quelhec...........50

or an average for the fiye provinces o! $1.25.
The Fruit and Vegetable Coenmittee, ni.

a etatemnent ta the newspapers, said. in this
connection:

«In view cf these figures, which xnay be
taken asz approximateily correct, lit 'would
seem that at a price of $1.25 per bag ta) the
consumner, the producer wouid, at least,
only realize the actual cost of product;ion
and inu Yynaiy cases may hlave to seil below
that.

Careful estimates indicate that there
will be a considerable surplus lu exces
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o! normal consumption, which if borne out
by later developments, should result in
bringing potatos within easy reach of the
consumer, irrespective cf the high cost
of producton."

No stora-ge difficulties are antiîcipated in
any o! the ea-stern provinces. Arrangements
are l>eing mnade by the Fruit and Vegetable
Com.mittee, eo-operatuing wdth the Canadfian
Press, ta supply the niew5vpqpera with. a
semýi-weekly service, giving quotbations at
producing centres and lu th4ý principal m ai-
kets of the Dominion. This information
will aie be available by mail to producere,
wholesaiers and eairs

Hon. Mi. Hainna, Food Controller, dis-
cussed the situation with the aommnittee,
,and stated. that after considering this ques-
,tion frm every ploint cf view ie, had de-
fiuitely decided not te fix an arbitrary pYrie,
on potatfes ta the producer.

Those present during the discussions
.were: Mesers. J. R. Hastinge, D. John-
son, C. W. Baxter, Geo. McIntosh, Geo.
Spencer, and F. H. erindley, e! the Fruit
and Vegetable Oommittee, and Mi. P. W.
Ilodgetts, representing Ontario; Prof. T. G.
Buntoing, from Quiebec; Mr. F. N. Savoie,
of the Departmnent, cf Agriculture, Quebec,
Mr* A.« Grenier, Deputy Minister of Agri-
-culture for Quebec; Mr. A. G. Turney, and
Mr. G. -C. Cunningham heom New Bru-ns-
wick; Mi. A. H. Cutten, froam Nova Scotia;
and Mi. A. E. Dewar, f rem Prince Edward
Island.

ANOtUiER TRAWLER NEEDED.
To Help, in the Atlantic Fishing

Industry.
-Two of the three largest, fish distributing

firme doing business on the banadian AI-
lanitic coset own and operate steam tiawlers.
Whien fog, bad weatheî, or the piesence of

dogihinteiferes witb the catch of amialier
fishing vessels, the trawlerô are able ta
ec9ntinue 'woitk. HRence they play a very
important part in maintaining a steady
volume of catch. A third trawler is much
needed ýby the reiftaining firm. As it is
imnposaible ta [have one built on this side of
the Atlantic the only piesent opportunity
of purchasing a suitable steam tîawler de-.
pends6 upan the wiliingxiess oi! the British
Admiralty to release one !rom its service.
Thle Food Centroller for Canada lias ir
quested the assistance ai Vhe British Miu-
istry of Food in, this urgent matter.


