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VALUE 0F SUBURBAN RAILWAYS

SUBURBAN lectric railways are having a con-
siderable effect upon the habits of certain
classes of people who earn their living in
cities as well as upon the farming population

in the neighbourhood. For example, the city of To-
ronto has three suburban fines, one running east,
one running north and one running west. Each
of these fines enables about fifteen hundred work-
ers to live in the suburbs, come to the city in the
morning and return to their homes at night. These
four thousand five hundred workers who make this
daily journey represent a family population of fif-
teen thousand people who are thus enabled to live
in the country instead of the city.

About the city of Montreal there are similar su-
burbs buiît up by people who work in that city and
who are enabled to live in the country because of
the excellent suburban service given by the electric
railway system, and also by the suburban services
of the steam railways.

Trhe same circumstances obtain on the outskirts
of the other large Canadian cities, although not to
the sarne extent as in Toronto and Montreal. So
far as Canada is concerned this development bas flot
proceeded as far nor as fast as in the United States.
The Canadian authorities have flot been quite s0 will-
ing-to grant franchises to suburban electric fines,
and the city authorities have been very timid in tbeii
dealings with companies which propose to give a
suburban or interurban service. For these and other
reasons thc Canadian city dwellers have flot had as
great opportunities to spread themselves tbrough
suburbs and neigbbouring villages as have, the city
dwellers of the United States.

The reasons why men seek to escape to the coun-
try are fairly obvions. One man wants to'live in a
flat or a city house witbout a garden; lie does flot
abject to the bustle and noise of the ritv- An-

live where there is plenty of fresh air and where
he can own his own bouse and his own carefully
cultivated garden. To get this pure air, to have
the pleasure of owning lis own littie home and to
escape f rom the smoke, dust, dirt and noise of the
big city, he is willing to spend a littie more time
gain g to and f rom, his work. He desires to have
bis children educated in suburban schools. He

cannot aff ord to send them to a private school, but
he is unwilling to have them mix with children of
ail nationalities who corne from homes where the
standard of living and cleanliness may flot be equai
to his own.

0f course, electric railways of the suburban or
interurban type are doing more than merely serv-
ing the suburbs of large cities. They are creating
a new form of country if e. In the Niagara Penin-
sula of Ontario they have revolutionized fruit grow-
ing. They have enabled the fruit grower to keep in
dloser touch with the nearest markets and ship fruits
quickly when they are in demand. Again these
railways have linked up towns which lie close to-
gether and increase the facilities for communication
between them. For example, an interurban electric
railway connects Gilt, Preston, Berlin and Waterloo,
and makes these four towns practically one corn-
munity.

President Hutchins, of the Detroit suburban ser-
vice explains the evolution of the new country Mfe
as follows:-

"Throughout this territory we are workingy out
quite an evolution of interurban life. Formerly the
farmer, having 20 or 30 miles to drive to town,
brought in his team, camped out one night, sold his
stuif, and took next day to go home. His wife
meanwhile 'nursed his grouch' at home. Now the
farmer looks over the morning paper carried out on
our early cars, and finds out if prices are such that
it will be a good day to market his stuif. If flot
satisfied with the price he calîs up the dealer in the
cîty on the phone, and getting a suitable offer puts
lis stuif on our express car, gets on a passenger car
himself with the old lady, seils his stuif, buys a good
ready-to-wear, and takes in the matinee. They take
a car back in time to milk the cows and get supper.
Under such conditions there has been a great change
in the countryside. The farmer is well-dressed and
happier. I defy you to go out along our fines and
distinguish between country and city people.

"On the other side many of the big city men, mer-
chants and manufacturers, who formerly lived two
miles from their place of business, now go out fif-
teen, twenty and some fifty miles, where they have
ail the advantages of country life. Our lîmited
cars carry themn in and out at the rate of thirty miles
an hour, and they read the paper on the way, which
they would have to do in any event. TIhe country
mnerdhants were at first hostile, and feared they
would lose trade. It has worked out quite the other
way. If a customer gocs in now during the morn-
isng and asks for something not in stock they can
make a definite promise to have it on hand 'in the
afternoon.' The telephone and the trolley freight
service have enabled themi to hld much trade in
this way."


