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loosening the clasp of the child's hands from bis,
inoved to the other man's side.

"Do you know this lady ?" lie said quickly, speak-
ing, as before, in Frenchi. "The child witli lier
seems to be English, do yeu know wlio they are?

The stranger lifted bis eyebrows with a gesture
Of extreme surprise, his shoulders went up in the
movement that Tredman had begun to look upon
as characteristic of him.

«P? How sliould r know tbem ?' was the reply,
"their pony carniage met my car-I liave bad tlie
Supreme misfortune to-destroy the carniage and
injure tlie lady. But-we-are as one of your
poetsý has said, 'Slips that pass in the niglit, and
bail eacli otlier in ýpassing.' Voila tout."

r LES'S quick ear noted tliat tlie man's Englisli
Swas as faultless as lis Frencli, tliougb, fromn

tlie orders given to tlie cliauffeur, lie judged bim to
be Russian.

"I beg your pardon," lie said involuntarily, "I
fancied-you looked at the lady as if you knew,
ber. N-\o' doubt lier little girl will be able to tell
us wbo tliey are, and wliere tbey byie."

"Is monsieur tlien preparing to make bimself
responsible for lis coUintrywomafl," the sardonic
smile seemed to have translated itself into words,
the blue eyes looked into Giles's grey ones, witli
a bint of amused contempt tliat made tbe younger
man lon g to strike tbe cold, handsomne face.

'"Whether she is mny countrywoman or no, I could
flot do less than lielp ber to tlie best of my power,"

lie answered, a ring of indignation in lis voice,
"the little girl cannot make arrangements, or take
any responsibility. But no doubt you will do all
that can be donc for both mother and daugliter,
seeing tliat you-"
."That I-ýwbat ?" the ohrinterrupted witb a

sudden baugbty gesture, and a quick drawing to-
getberof bis brows, "tliat-I-what-monsieur ?"

"Tbat you were responsible for the accident, I
was about to say," Giles answered, surpriseil at the
resentment sliown by bis companion.

An uneasy laugli broke from the man's lips-lie
glanced along the road towards Aix, and some-
tliing of bis sangfroid seemed to bave deserted b im.

"Notbing would please me more tlian to do
everything possible for-madame ,and the littie
girl," be- said, "but-tbe doctor once here, and-
tbe case put into tbe bands of tlie autborties-I
must reluctantly go on my way. I bave business
of urgent, of vital importance-and I dare not let
anything interfere witli it. I sball be obliged-"

The sentence ended abruptly-tbe tbrob of tlie
returning ,motor became audible. and in another
moment, the great car, painted black. as Tredman
now realized for tlie first time, drew up at the scene
of the lisaster. A brisk Frenchi doctor aligbted,
anid glanced about him witb briglit, inquisitive eyes
tliat instantaneous1y took in the wliole situation,
and rested on the Englisbnian's quiet face witli an
evident sense of relief.

"If monsieur will belp me," he said, addressing
hîmself to Tredmnan, "I will ascertain tbe extent of

the injuries, and then madame can no doubt be
conveyed to Aix in tlie motor," tbe last words lie
spoke to the owner of the car, wbo stili stood in the
same immobile attitude wliicb ie, liad tbrougbout
adopted. Botli men'bowed in response, and Tred-
man and the Frenchi doctor were soon bending over
the injured woman, intent upon their task.

"We must get ber back to ber botel, or wberever
she lives as f ast as possible,", the doctor murmured,
after a brief examination, "sbee-"2 bis eyes met
Tredman's, and he lowered bis voice as lie cauglit
sight of the cbuld's anguisbed face, "sbe is terribly
burt, cruslied-nearly to death-and--"

'T HERE was a faint movement of the woman's
h and, the baud upon wbose pulse the doctor's

finger liad just rested, and at the same instant lier
eyes opened, clouded now by an agony of pain.

"Tell-him--to-go," she gasped, "I-cannot-
bear-" Only a breathless gasp ended ber sen-
tence, ber lips grew more ashen, a grey shade crept
over ber face.

"We must net delay," the Frencliman said
liurriedly, "if you will belp me lift ber into the car,
we will get lier as fast as we dare witliin reacli of
nurses and remedies, thougli she is almost past-"

His sentence remained unfinished. Tbere was.
the noise of cruncbing wheels behind tbem, tbe
tbrob of madhinery, tbe whiz and sliriek of the
moving motor. And before eitlier of tbe kneeling
men could spring to bis feet, before eitber could
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