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2 - THE EARL OF DUFFERIN.

fourth Baron, who succeeded to the title in
1839. Fourteen years prior to his accession
to the title—that is to say, in the year 1825

—this gentleman married Miss'Helen Selina-

Sheridan, a granddaughter of the Right
Hon. Richard Brinsley Sheridan. The dis-
tinguished orator and dramatist, as all the
world knows, had a son named Thomas
Sheridan, who inherited no inconsiderable
shareof his father’s wit and genius. Thomas
—better known as Tom-—Sheridan, had
three daughters, all of whom were promi-
nent members of English society, and were
conspicuous alike for personal beauty and
the brilliancy of their intellectual accom-
plishments. * One of them was the beauti-
ful Lady Seymour, afterwards Duchess of
Somerset, who presided as Queen of Beauty
at the famous tournament held at the Earl
of Eglinton’s seat in Scotland, in the month
of August, 1839. Another daughter, the
Hon. Mrs. Caroline Norton, won distinction
by her poetical effusions, and by several
novels, one of which, “Stuart of Dunleath,”
is a work exhibiting a high degree of mental
power. This lady, whose domestic misfor-
tunes formed at one time an absorbing topic
of discussion in England, survived until
1877, having some months before her death

-been married to the late Sir W. Stirling

Maxwell. The remaining daughter, Har-

. riet Selina, was the eldest of the three. She,

as 'we have seen, married Captain Price
Blackwood, and subsequently became Lady
Dufferin upon her husband’s accession o
the title in 1839. She also won a name in
literature by numerous popular songs and
ballads, the best known of. which is “The
Irish Emigrant’s Lament” She was left a
widow in 1841, and twenty-one years later,
by a second marriage, became Countess of
Gifford. She died in 1867. Her only son,
Frederick Temple, the subject of this sketch,

. was born at Florence, in Italy, on the 21st

of June, 1826,
He received his early education at Eton

fifteenth year, his father’s death took place

College, and subsequently at Christ Church,
Oxford. He passed through the curriculum
with eredit, but, left the University without
taking a degree. In the month of July,
1841, when he had only just completed his
and he thus succeeded to the family titles
six years before attaining his majority. Du-
ring the first Administration of Lord John
Russell he officiated as one of the Lords-in-
Waiting to Her Majesty; and again filled a
similar position for a short time a few years .

" later.

One of the most memorable passages in
his early career was a visit paid by him to
Ireland during the terrible famine which
broke out there in 1846. Deriving his titles
from Ireland, where the greater part of his
property is situated, and being desirous of
doing -his duty by his tenantry, he had
almost from boyhood paid a good deal of-
attention-to the question of land-tenure in
that country. With a view to extending
his knowledge by personal observation, he
set out from Oxford, accompanied. by his

friend, the Hon. Mr. Boyle, and went over,
literally, to spy out the nakedness of the

famine-stricken land. They for the first
time-in their lives found themselves face-to-
face with misery in one of its most appalling

“é‘hapes. They were young, kind-hearted and

enerous, and the scenes wherewith they
were daily brought into contact made an
impression upon their minds that has never
been effaced. They published an account
of their travels under the title of “ A Nar-
rative of a Journey from Oxford to Skib-
bereen, during the year of the Irish Famine,”
and devoted the proceeds of the sale of the
narrative to the relief of the starving suf-
ferers of Skibbereen. The realms of fiction
may be ransacked in vain for anything more
truly pathetic and heart-rending in its terri-
ble, vigorous realism, than is this truthful
picture of human privation and suffering.
Upon one oceasion, having bought a huge




