
EXPLORATION OF BRITISH NORTH AMERIICA.

miles a day, and when following a beaten trail there is usually but one ian to every tlree Carts.
The animals arc without shoes, and live entirely on the pasture founid hy the way. The Red River
carts, in the manufacture of' whicl 110 iron is ised, are certainly well-adapted for the mode of
travelling in use, being casily " nan-handled " at creeks, bogs, or other diflicult places, and being
constructed cutirely of' wood and with little extra boarding about tlem, they float well and oflr little
resistance to the current in crossing rivers; besides whicl, the wheels arc useflul for the formation of
"skows " in which to ferry over the baggage; but at the saine tinie carts are in rougi travelling very
severe on the animals, as every joit of the wheels is connuiiicated to thenm, and there is in addition
always a weiglt on the backs, frequently the source of sore backs. The cost of this travelling is,
perhiaps, a little more than by ater.

Wiggons.-The Red River people have a great objection to waggons, owing, I fincy, to a dislike of
the American waggons in use in Minuesota, which are of that narrow wheeled and neatly finished kind
in very gencral use in the Nortl-western States, which is il!-adapted to travelling in a rough Country,
where swamps are nuimerous and iron and smithts unîknown ; but, perlhaps, more particularly because
they have always used carts.

It being genierally admitted that two oxen hauling by the yoke will do twice as inuch work than if
workiig separatelv, I would reconnneind the construction at Red River of waggons made on the saine
principle as the carts, having perlaps but one or two pins of iron in their construction, the wheels of
whicb should be higli and rather broad in the fellies, which would enable them to surinmunt obstacles
and pass over soft places with tolerable case. The only drawback that I cani sec to the use of waggons,
causing a considerable diminution in the expenditure of liorse and ox flesh, is, that more men would
be required to extricate a waggon than a cart in difficuly ; but then it must be borne in mind that in
a train of waggons the drivers would not be so far separated as at present, and the help applied to one
waggon would be equivalent to that applied to four carts.

Travras.-The use of' "travails," boti horse and dog, is general amlong the Prairie Indians, and
consists in the animal having to drag a load, supported on two poles, the hirger ends of which trail on
the ground behind, while the otlier. cross over the back, and are made iest to a rougih pad and breast
strap.

Sled.-In winter sleds are used; those for beaten tracks witlh horses or oxcii being formed with
runners, wihile those for dog travelling and single horses away fromu civilization are what are terined
"flat sleds." The loads are about the same as for carts.

D.-I.

FLrURE111 GOvERiNMENT AND COLONIZATION.

The Interr.-Having in the foregoing pages attempted a general description of the nature of the
country, inlabitants, niatural productions, climate, and state of civilization of the interior of British
North America, I shall now proceed to ofler a fn% suggestions laving ref*erence to the future
governmlent of that territory, founded on some knowledge of the î%ishies of tie prcent tinauhant:, as
well as with a view to the strengthening of British power and the advaniccment of Clristianity and
civilization.

Presci State.-The whole interior, whiclilias been before defined, i, vi rtually under the goverilnment
of the IIonîouirable IIudson's Bay Company. But since the expirationi of thme licence in May 1859,
the part now i their hiands tand fr anîything yet proved to the contrarv, the property of this
Companv by Royal Charter) ik that portion of nhich the w aters run into Bdson'a ay, known as
" Rupert's Land."

I have previously shown% that there exists in the heart of this territory a coimxunîity who, iostly
Britisli and tieir descendants, claim to be called by the nmie of' the mother country ; anid that,
mnoreover, scattered througlh the length and breadthl of this extensive track is a race of huimai beiigs,
the rightfuil oviiers of the soil, who, tlougl changed i iany respects since w hite ien went among
thieI, aIre still iicivilized ; thiese, althougli they cannot clani to lie called by ti ne o Engliîiuen,
yet hiaving been so long aeiated with us may reasoiably expret our sympathy if nlot suipport
These inhîabitants of a portion of the Britisl doniniois arc eititled to be placed by the British
nation on an equality with tieir neiglbours inlhabiting the territory of' the Uiiit d States; and
althouigh perliaps the destiny of the aboriginal race - nay be seeni in the sehting sun,"yet it is against
the lans of lumiityiit to oller any obstacle to the progress of civilization.

Union of Br'itish Xorth American Proviincs.-Mcieh lias been talked abouit, bti perhaps less re, lly
thoiglit of, the iiiion of the British North Amîîericani Provinces, a slcene which, althouigl in] the
preseit age, imiglt be tliouglt somewlat speîCulati% e, may yvt not only be projectvd but accomplished.
But it must bc a work ofntime, and sui time as iminy miiay become impatient, erei ii contemphitg
Belore a uniion cau take place a coinnexioni muîust he mnade, and in mîîakinig thi conicxion each linîk
lias to be bound to its a(ljoiiiiig one, and new links supplied where required.

Conerxion with the United States I have before pointed out that the means of communication
between ilie coiitrv under consideration and the civilized world are (if very iidiflli reiit descriptions,
and that in the ent state of those communications it is more nearly coniected witi the United
States thtan eitier Enîglaid or lier provinces. This connexion, which is year by year increasing,
will, if somte steps are not taken for the opeining of a practicable route n ith Canahi, iniiopolize thle
whole trallie of the iiterior, and thus drawing those strong ties of commerce and inutual iterests
gradually tighliter, mnay yet cost England a province, and offer ait impassable barrier to the conten-
plated connexion of lier Atlaitic and Pacific Colonies.

I would lot at pr'esehnt undertake to say, that if the offer were made by a nî.'iglibouring power of
protection, the iiihabitants of lied River Settleînemit nould cease to own allegiacie to Fngand ; but
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