
emnloyed on tIe searclof the inissingshIips thai left England in My 1845
have acted together in concert, with àIaldable cordialit and unäniMity, while
the adiriir bleirrangéméntsof th t distiûàihé officer CaptainAüstin"and
of Captamn 'Penny ensurd;iie: ost compléte exammation of every part within
reach f the ~ositioni ii which theyavre arrestedby ,impenetrable ice near to
Corntallis Islid.'

Wh 's d a trace ofthe m d
or ibid ér¶ hav been fond, it is satisfactory to liave it ved b-- ond
don 'tlia Jôhn riikliè ould nit häve prsud, a courseIestwardof
Barro's Strait, wlueb, accordig to the report and unamusopmionsotiose

déft blciésh1 beenenployed must have eventuell led te his
de ruction.'

~Aderanoièes~ and SÎith's Sounds have not yet been ex amined. Should
noitrace fe found tberebyC'aptainAustiîms sh ips, or bysthe western expe-
ditiori neCpta ilinsoni eli' probability is that on theiri return towvards
Eigladd the èhips lIave been surrounded by heavy. ice i. e.beset), as werc
thé 'Enterprise and'" Inestigator 'ip 1849, buthaving not, like them, beenr
"mir'aclduslyI" releasd, they may have> suffered shipivreck.;It wil remain,
therefore, but to s.earch the" eastern niid western shoresof Baffin's Bay; the
former falling :to a lt, w'hile Captain P'enny examines the latter. In the
mean'tin im littI ydeht, the" Mary," is left at Cape Spencer, at thé request
of Captains Austin and Penny, with provisions, as a retreat vessel, either for
the missing ships, Captain Collinso i's, or any other that înay at a future period
be in distrecs.

Theirloidshiyswillbserve by the repor f tht excellent I
mander Phillips that he executed the laboiîous aind difficuliseivice alIottcd'to
him in exploing Cornwallis Island vith a perseverance and energy that cannot
be surpassed; and 'in which, and on a1l other laborious services, Dr. David
Porteous, M.D., surgeon to the expedition, took a wilihg and activé part
and I beg also to reconnnend himI as a young man of superior talent and edu-
cation, who would be n ornament as well as'an cquisition to H r Majesty's
service.' l saacustotoLr

The season beinig more than usually backward,.'owing to the severity of
February and Marchi it, ill probabl, be ,late in August before, we shal be
released fron our present winter quarters. As to proceeding further to the
westward (were it necessary), that is totally out of the question. IThe only
danger to be apprehended by the large ships is ]being 'beset 'in the, jack, of
hteavy ice; but I shal not leave sigh of them until the are completèly
released.

I cannot conclude this letter ithout acknowledging the obligation I owe to
their Lordships, whose kind instructions enabled Captain Austin toaffordme
every kind of supply and assistance' of' which I stood. ià need; and also t6
Captain Penny, who sharedI bountifully with,'me s'meof the ice sries and
luxuriesiàhich my limited ine,ins' did net ebablW ne Ito provide, and which wás
very conducive to the cItraôrdinary good healtih enjoyed'1y tih crews of the
three small vessels.

I am, &c.
JoHN oss.

No. 3.

Sir JouN Ross to the SEenE3TARY OF THE ADMIRALTY.

"Felix" Discovery Vesse],
Stranraer, 25th September 1851.

Sir, (Received 27th September.)
I HAVE to acgiaint yo,.for r the 'information of the Lords Commissioners of

the Admiralty, tbat this vessel, I(one, of the two,) ivhich left England under my
charge in May 1850, in seàrch'ofthe ïnissing ships under the comnmand of SirJohn Franklin, ani'd helerthis 'dayaiig, ÿostè, d spatche roi Captäin
Austm witn hose squadron -we parted onI the 1,36t of August; then "on their
passage to "èxainin Jones's aïid Snith'ISounds, vhile tlie "Feix" þroceeded
towards the casteri coàst of Baffin's Day, after linaving made a further sèaicli
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