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-:than to6 pickoQat military anuiv-exrsaries 1for flag distinction. The Board

took him at his word and the flag wÎil fly every day. Trustee Simpson
may think hie won an advantage but it looks as if hie had made a
tactical error and lost where lie had hoped to gain.

Flying flags on sehool-houses every day is an idea which we have
borrowed fromn the ULnited States where flag-flying is a disease. Its
extension to Canada is not to be commended. Loyalty to the flag is
not proven by excessive display; parading one's virtues'is usually
taken ..as,. evidence that one hailds. themn lightly. Flying .ten thousand
flags a day will not add to Canada's reputation for either patriotism
or loyalty.

w INNIPEG'S' mutnicipal.elections areý over and, in the.eyes of the
rest of the country, Winnipeg is flot so progressive. a'ciy; as

it was thouglit to be.' The by-laws to provide for public baths and
undergropnd condui.ts.were carried, but the by-laàw to provide $5o,ooo
for a pub lic art gallery was -defeatéd. The proper ty owners of Winni-
peg have proved that they-are> no better than the property owners of
other cities' in the' Do'minlion' and" have rêf used to recognise the value
of a civic art gallery. They will vote money for any commercial
purpose which can be devised, but they have flot a cent for culture.

Canada is woefully lacking in an appreciation for the hie~er and
better things of life. We are stillinl the primary 'stages of develop-
ment. We are stili barbarian&-to a large degree. ' The dollar mark is
the only onie we fully appreciate. We even reduce education to a
commercial basis and refuse to countenance that which is purely for
the purpose of distinguishig gentlemen from men. Not a single city
in Canada has an art gallery, though every city of any- importance
in Europe recognises its culture value. Even lin the United States
and Austraia, the larger cities haýve galleries where the poorest citizen
niay see something which*will enable him to feel that a 'dding machines
and cash registers are not the greatest products, of man's genius.

JZJON. R. -P. ROBLIN, speaking as -a private citizen before the
mLConservative Association of Winnipeg, on Thursday evening

of last week, again spoke most disparagingly of, our proposed "tin-
pot" navy. Just when the gentleman, wh'o in public life is knowni
as the Premier of Manitoba, became such an ardent imperialist history
does <not record. Some say that7 it was when Lord Mîlxier visiteà
Winnipeg; some put it down to the influence of a visit from Sir
James White; others think the conversion took placçe when Earl Grey
honoured the domicile of Hon. Robert Rogers a few months ago.
Whenever the conversion took place it was certainly complete. 'As
an imperialist, the Hon. Mr. Roblin quite outshines Colonel Denison,
Mr. Casteli Hopkins, Mr. Alexander McNeil and Coi. Sam Hughes.

H1e maintains that a Canadian navy will be both a menace to
Canada and to Great Britain. It wilI be a mienace to, Canada, since
it may possibly embroil uls with the United States. One of our
Admirais may get "chesty" and insult Uncie Samn. It is a menace to
Great Britain, because when we get into trouble, the British fleet
wilI find it necessary to corne over and get us out of. it. There is
the flrst Argument. Mr. Roblin does not Say the militia is a menace
to Canada and to Great Britain, though hie might reasonabiy use the
saine line of argument conenn it. Appar.ently ont xuilitia officers
are to be trusted-whichi is a compliment for General Otter and Sir
Percy Lake.

The second Argument is that Chauincey M. Depew says that war
between Great Brîtain and Germany mnust corne within two years.
How flattered our old friend Chauncey will be to be quoted by -Mr.
Roblin on such an important subject! Where Ex-Senator Depew is
best known, hie is considered to be an authority only on after-dinner
jokes. Perhaps this is reaily on}e of Mr. Depew's jokes which Mr.
Roblin has mistaken for a serious statement.

.The third Argument is that a Canadian navy is the begitrning of
Canadian independence. This was followed by a burst of eloqueuce
in which hie said: "Tt is our duty to stand together and resent this
attempt to wreek the bonds that tie us to the tiother land." Whether
the audience wept or not, the despatches do not tell us and the writer
was unavoidably absent.
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opposed both to a Canadian navy and a direct contribution.
people of the towns and cities are quite willing to do somethin
iess the better; the people of the country districts are not ar
ta do anything. Yf Sir Wilfrid Laurier carnîes the Canadian
bill througli the House in January lie will have doue so in th(
of mucli opposition frorn those wlio represent rural ridings. A
every farrrxers' organisation in Ontario xvhicli las expressed an or
on the subject is opposed to ail kinds of naval expenditure. Pe
this is due to the fact that they have not yet heard fromn
Cliauncey M. Depew, friend to Hon. R. P. Roblin.

MR. FIELDING has made another budget speech and this
a most cheerful one. The palmy days of 1907 have been c

cated, in 19o9 an& the rivers of coin are again flowing Ottawa)
Mr. Fielding says, that the revenue is sure to be ninety-six millior
year, perhaps a hundred million. The surplus over current exp
ture will.be something like sixteen million.

After ahl, this is a small matter. The earnings of the Cam
Pacific Railway wili be about the saine, and the.surplus wili be r
larger. The larger surplus is due to the fact -that Sir Th(
Shaughnessy and his board of directors spend very littie of
income- on furbeloiws.- The meetings of the C. P. R. directors ar(
very numerous and they occupy very little time., They hav
Hansard and because their speeches are not reported they do
make them. Ii Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Mr. Fielding could get
House of Commons to take a leaf out of the book of the C. 1-
directors and despatch the business of the country in, a busines:
manner, the surplus would be larger. It is only when two institut
with equal revenues, the one public and the other private, are (
pared that we are able to get some idea of how awkward an mns
tion is a People's Parfiament.

1Mr. Fielding announced one reformn which is worthy of sp<
mention. Certain military expenditures, hitherto chargeable
capital account, are to be charged to current expenses. Good. Furt
ail naval expenditures are to be charged ta current expenditure.
is excellent. For haîf a century, financeý ministers have been pursi
a systemn of bookkeeping in Canada which is not supported by
practice in other well-governed countries. jus t why a rifle, whic
worn out in six years, should be charged to capital expenditurÉ
difficuit of explanation. Indeed ail mîlîtary expenditure should
perly be cliarged to current expense account. Railway bonuises
steel. bounties should also be charged to current account, tliough
Fielding tried to show reasons for flot doing so.

wE confess to considerable sympathy witli the Dukes. The Ho
of Lords must be reformeëd, of course, but the process is rat

trying. For example, a speaker dec 'lared that the Duke of Portiar
ancestor had filched 6oooo acres, of public land when hie was Ran
of Sherwood Forest. It was subsequentiy shown that the only iý
ever acquired in Sherwood Forest by a Duke of Portland amouil
to 939 acres, for whicli lie paid $140, ooo. AIl sorts of cock-and-L
stories are being trumped up against'them, and tliey are kept hi
proving that tliey and their ancestors were not recal]y criminiaîs.

Again,. we feel sympathy for them ln their objections to payi
higher taxes and a share of their "incremenit." The presenit syst
lias lasted so long that they thou-glit it would hast forever, and nii
their investments accordlingly. Whether the Liberals win in 1
forthcoming ehection or not, tlie House of Lords must bie refor,
and there must lie a better distribution of taxation. It is inevita-
but the Ôutlook is not pleasîng to the present holders of large esta
They hiave mucli the same feelings as the liand-loorn workers I
when the steam-çlriven spinniing and weaving- machines were int
duced or as the type-setters liad whien machines for setting type w
first intrýoduiced.

TJ HE rea1 trouble in Great Britain is unemployment and decreasi
Apopulation. Between 1896 and 1902, there-was an emigratiol

400,000 people; lu the next six years it amounted to 934,000. Betwe
1896 and 1902, public savings banks deposits rose by $200,0oo,0
in the next six years they rose oiyv $75,000,0,00. Between 1896 a
1902, the average unempioyed was 3o in the thousand; lu the n
six years it was p1 lu the thouisand. Any country with such an ind
trial record and an inereasing tax-hili 1, -,I1rp fn lin-, ~,~

their diffic


