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MODERN SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION AND THEIR
FOUNDERS,

Henry Prstavozzi, or PEstarvz.—Bors 1745, Diep 1827,
Zras 82,

No. IL

Henry Pestalozzi was born at Zurich, in the German part of
Switzerland, on the 13th of January, 1745. His family, we aro
informed by his biographer, Dr. Biber, belonged to the “konoratiores;”
that is, to what we would eall, in this country, to the gentry. His
Parents, however, were far from being opulent ; and by the prema-
ture death of his father, a physician by profession, he was left an
orphan at the early age of five years. Such & misfortune was
doubly disadvantageous to young Pestalozzi. His remaining parent,
however, nobly performed her part—nor were his father’s family

and friends noglectful of their duty; advice and assistance were
cheerfully given, and young Pestalozzi was prepared in due time
for entering into a profession suitable to the rank held by his father.
His early and constant companions were a fond and devoted mother,
and an old, faithful, and attached female domestic, called Barbara.
To these circumstances he owed, perhaps, much of that gentle, and
almost feminine disposition, which distinguished him through life.
His secluded education naturally led him into peculiarities of habit
and character, which his youthful associates scon discovered, and
not unfrequently ridiculed. But while they distinguished and
addressed him by the name of Harry Oddity, they ‘always found
something about him which repressed their ridioule, and awakened

in them sentiments of regard and respect. '

‘His feminine turn of mind, and & want of dexterity and physioal
energy, unfitted him for joining in the active games, the eager pur-
suits, and the wild and boisterous sports in which schoolboys
delight ; nor had he any desire even for distinction in such exorcises.
But though he felt indifferent, and even disinclined to participate in
their pursuits, yet he was often known to undertake cheerfully, and
perform resolutely, what the boldest of them all would have feared
to attempt. One instance of this may suffice. In the great earth-
quake of 1755, which was so severely felt in Switzerland, the house
in which little Pestalozzi and his school-follows were assembled
shook so terribly, that the teachers ran out almost over the heads of*
their pupils.  After their first terror had subsided, they ventured to
return for their hats, books, and other articles, which they had
abandoned in their flight; but the only one who had courage to
re-enter the building for the purpose, was our youthful hero—Harry
Oddity.

It does not appear that Pestalozzi was distinguished in his school-
boy days by any decided mark of intellectual superiority ; nor was
the dull drudgery of a grammar school calculated to arouse his latent
enorgies. His taste and his talents inclined him to philology, and

the acquisition of languages ; and these studies, combined with the



