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thirdly, the doubtf‘ul, whose cases are to be considered and decided more
carefully. Each applicant sends his photograph, recommendations from
pastor and others, with evidence that he has already been successfully
engaged in work for souls ; and, if there be further question about him, l¢
is invited to a personal interview, his travelling expenses and entertainment
being provided, so that the college authorities may make his acquaintance,
If found worthy and needy, his food, clothing, text-books, and lodging in
some home rouud about, will be furnished, so far and so long as he re-
quires ; and the homes of students are visited ecach quarter by an elder, who
thus keeps track of the student’s personal life. The average time spent in
the college is three years, but the students are set at work for Christ
meanwhile, and many of them act as pastors in mission halls and chapels,
while others go out to preach as occasion and opportunity offer. Having
often bad occasion to address theological students in American seminaries,
I have never found among an equal number so many intelligent, earnest,
and consecrated men. At least four evangelists are employed and paid by
the Pastor’s College, and above eight hundred students have been trained
here,

The Sunday-schools of the Tabernacle enroll about twelve hundred
members, and the classes meet both in the Tabernacle building and college
building, but all under one superintendent. Linked on to the Tabernacle
are not a few chapels and missions, such as the Richmond Street Mission ;
Haddon Hall, with its full complement of Sabbath preaching, Sunday-
school and week-night services; Surrey Grove Chapel, Surrey Garden's
Memorial Hall, Almshouse wmeetings, and the Sunday-school, and evangelis-
tic services and like meetings at the Orphanage. Converts gathered at
these halls join the Tabernacle.

Some forty officers—elders and deacons—with the pastors, have consti-
tuted the governing and directing force of this Metropolitan Tabernacle,
the elders having charge of the spiritual interests, and the deacons mostly
of the temporalities, but both working unitedly to secure efficiency in all
things, The method of election has been very simple ; the pastor has
been wont to nominate to ecach body additional members ; and if there
were no dissent, these names were reported for the confirmatory vote of
the church st large. Then the right hand of fellowship was extended by
the pastor, and prayer offered, without laying on of hands, to which Mr.
Spurgeon was opposed. Superintendents of the Sunday-school wero like-
wise commonly nominated by Mr. Spurgeon, who thus became the resl
and proper head of the entire administration, Three elders are set apart
to special spiritual oversight, and are so employed by the church, as also
are two most competent secretaries, who give up their time to the manage-
ment of its clerical and business affairs. Two farnilies act as carctakers,
one of them living in the college, the other in the Jubilee House adjoining
the Tabernacle, and built in Mr. Spurgeon’s jubilee year, 1884, from
offerings given in commeimoration of his fifticth birthday.



