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TIIE 1ILESMIED VIRGIN.

fWher Vilgt'sAccoua! .et Ris VisitIob tAc
lioi j Land.

W'liere dia te Bieuieed Virgin dia 9
IVJere wausite buried ? Titese ques-
tions bava beau afteti asked. During

ry ecent plîgilago te ta lloly
Laird, I diigeîîtly gatlîerea uîtany
local traditions that have been hlanded
dawn fer cenîturies. I was astoîîiehîedl
and greatly edified ýwrites Rav. Bur-
chiar(] Villigar, S.J., t ita ho *epr
(f the SaeredIlien rt) ta learii ai the
tcnaeity witi hwliel h. isiansin Clioe
East dling ta tita trad Laits whieli date
baek ta the eariy day aiftae Citurlit.
Ilietori-l sit-?s ara pointed eut te us
an murutaine ar an thae lopes of cer-
tain hil, ou Clite tadaides or in te
vallay, aoriin caves. Not uttfrcqtiently
theso sites ana mnarked by heaps of
atones, or by earvisîge in tae rocks-
te igu a i t .Cross is ai frequent

ocurrence-or by stones set in te
top ai a wail. Wlîen paneast britîg
LChoir ohldren ta theso spots Llîay re-
late ta tîtenial Ltae avents for whiciî
te place ise eorable, and thus

histarical ovants ara mmadi known and
the record ai hem itaudeadodwn f"om
ganeration ta gencration.

AlLer the descent ai theo HaijG hast
upon te Aposties, St. Jolît i te
Evangeliet loft Jentsaiem mith aur
Lady and wpnt ta ive in Epitasue.
Our Lady'e lite at Epbesus %ud te
prenching of St. Johnt wrougitt many
wanderiul conversions. It le aaid
tat theo finaL community ai Christian

virgins was establisitedby tae Biessedl
Virgin in Chtat city. During ber stay
toe, St. James was beiteaded au Mt.

Simn, St. Peter was delivered frram
prison by an angel. ana Ilerod, thea

etrancit, was punished hy death for
having allowed divine bonors te be
paid itim. St. Paul ana St. Barnabite
were preaching witit great fruit inite
cies ai Asia duing titis ime. St.
Luke speaks aift ir laborsat Antiocit.
Lystra, Pergen andaiter places in
Asia iMiner.

AlLen hie dliverance freux prison,
St. Peter ittd lait Jerusalem La escape
te funy ai hiseaneies, te Jewa.

Wbileelha was absent, disputes arase
lu Jerusaiem and Antiocli regardiug
thte observance aofLite Messie law. and
iLs impoaition upon Goutlue couverts
ta Christianity. Thte liead aiClioe
Apestolie colioeacauvced a cauneil
and designated Jerusalem as thte place
iu wltich iLs sessions were '.a cltiad.
St. Peter sent word ta aur Lady ana
St. Jolin and asked LCham ta raturn ta
te Holy City for tae consolation ai
te faithfui.

t an Lady returned from Ephesus tu
ha present at the Couneil ; mter it
was aven sit e rmained in Jecusalom
until lier deatit. Our repins for sd-
nitting that aur Lady 1 andi was
buriad in te Haly City ai, tiese.

1. The houer paid her tomb by te
varions echismatice of th e Et, al ai
whom celebrate in Choir liturgies, tae
deatit, btinal and Assuraption aifte
Blessed Virgin -

2.4 Witiiin te Cenacuiuaou ML.
Sien, a emnaîl chape!, now witl tite
nest ef the buildings lu posseusion ai
te Turks, la pointeti out by an nin-

terupted traditionx as te place witene
St. John said M!ans daiiy during aur
Lady's Jîfetirne and gave lier Haly
Communion.

3. Thte Gneek autitors Lasify Leate
existence of te traditiîon that aur
Lady died in Jerusalem. St. John
Damaseen aud Andraw oai rete ex
pnessiy state titat te Blessed Virgin
liveti on Ilt. Sien ; Chat ber bouse was
afterward chtangea into a citapei; *.bat
site died i Lisepresenca aofte Apos-
fLis and disciples ; itat ber body wus
carried out. by tae Aposties into
Getlsiseani, LCat site was asbumed
into Heaveit, body andI souli; ana han
tomb was hanorec tu their day by tae
concourse ai li nattons.

Regarding te caims of Ephees
Lis negativa estimany xnay ha cited :

coneamning te glanies oi the Oburoli
of ephlesuîs, ioe suent with regard tae
t deatît aud burial af aur Lady.

This silence can ba accounted fer oniy;
by tho fut that the (Jhureiî of Ephesus
possre±ewd ne traditions regarding thesa
avents.

W%'eoiiuin ta lftlî centutry,ta Etin-
press St. Pitîcheria wrote La Juvetial,

oihp af Jertisalem, as9king for relies
ai te llesped Vîrgini, liaanswered
'Wo cati show you aur Lady's grave

in Gethscenînni, but it lseompty, frr
yan shauld knew that sho wus aeum-
cd inta Fleavo." Hie tLd the Em-
presse aisethat lha had opened te
tetnb and liad faund soute vetmnents
and wrappings iu whîch te body liad
been buricd, thesa hie sent lier as thn
ouly relies lia had te give.

To ail these testixnoniee le te bo
added thte local tradition that identi-
fies aur Lady's toinb to-day, as iL did
in te daye of t'aeEmpaerrConstan-
tina when St. Helena, bie mothor,
buit a citureit ven the tomb. Por-
tions ai titis chureh survived te de-
atruction wrauglit by blahemet's
efficers whon they captured tie HoIy
City; Il ta masonny of St. Ilelena's
work intermixed with the mora orna-
mental architecture af thea Vrusader's,t"
je stilI visible in the parait by whiah
entrance is gliined to thoeternb.

Many beautitul traditions concarn-
ing aur Lady's deatît and huril, ara
stitl preserved in the HoIy Land, and
are necarded by the early Fathers and
histerlane aifte (hureh. These tra-
ditions tllu us OiantLihe Angel Gabriel
was sent toaianieunce te aur Lady the
tidinge that tae days of lier exila baid
drawn te a close and that she was to
bu united again te br'r divine Son.
Thea ange] preseutcd lier with a palm-
brancli in token ai ber triumph., gain
mid by crushing the serpent'e; bead.

As of aid, wlien the message aifte
Incarnation wvas brought te lier, so
now toop the humble Virgin answoed:
BehoI<1d thehandinaid olithe Lard. De
itilot dont îo me accorinyu ta iiay mord.

Thev, lon thte heavenly hast tat
accompanied Gabriel bad departed,
Mary tLad St. John, the son whoni
Jesus lîad given lier front Hie Cross,
and St. John informed te Christiais
ai Jerusalemt that the Mother oifte
Churcli was ta ha taken fron t tem.

All the Aposties, except St. Thomas,
were gathered in Jemuesalem te lie pre-
sent at aur Lady's deatit. Wk- are told
titat te humble Virgin knait ta receive
tho blessing and te kis ite feet ai
titane Princes ai Christ's Citurcit.
AfLer titis site consoled tae faithial
wlîo bemnoaned titeir loss, and pramiaed
titem lier nid in ileaven. Titen, wlieu
te marnent af lier departure had

arrivedl, lien divine Son came hiniseli
La surumon lier. Bawîng lier itead
site nepeated His wonds: Tnto TIqj
l.ald.,, O Lord, J comînu:d îny spirit
and breathed forth ber soul inta te
bande ai ber Creator. IlHI-r deatit,"
St. Jolin Damascen tella us, Ilwae
painless. . . - - iL was caused
by te velieteence ai lier lave whose
Lr'insports limitait nature m~uld ne
langer sustain."

The beavenly sang aif te angels
that cama te teceive thte seul ai thair
Que..an, was hecard by aIl thasa who
%vtere present at ber destit, aithaugit
dite haste ai the Blessed were nat
tiiemselves visible. During te fume
that elapsüd botween te deatit af aur
Lady and lier huril, thte angeis con-
Lnued Liair sang of triumph. The
Apostles jotned tinttead train and
ravereutly kissed the feet aof te blesad
body titat liad been tite tabernacle ai
te Incarnate Gad. The IFathers tail

us, follosing in titis tae ancient tradi.
iens, that. many oi thase who wera

afflicted iu body bRegd te privilege
of vaneratinig itry's relies ; tir de-
vetian was inst.antly rewarded, for fite
blind raceived their sigh,. and te daf
titeir hearing, speech wau restored to
the duxnb, and ta power of motion
givon te those ,vho wera lame.

Mon tottima for tae imonai lumd

body o et iQueen thnoctgithLit
streets aoftae city. Ail the faitliful

1 ccompaiiicd thiteunluprcession, with
1 igiWtorcneas. A clastiai parfuma
allld ta air. %Vlten ta funarai pro-
cesionliîad reaeithe It btue o!o
Caipitas, te Jaws impeded iLs pragres
andI ineulted i tooawba Lok part lu
iL. Oua rabbi hai ltaeboiduese La
place hie bande ountae bien ;tae
muoment t Lby touchedi l io hy ware
aaparated fmcm hie body and feil tLtae
q round. Fiiled with Lrron lia con-
lessod hie imuit and begged pardon for
iL. St. Petun bada Iim bond down
and bnii hie matilâtad arme close La
hie lieude, ho did sie and thaebaude
were at once jeined te tae arine. Bt.
Joli. Dainsecon necouints tItis tradition
and adde that te rabbi bocamo a
(Jhîitian.

Wl'hîou hey liatIcoma La Gettee-
inani, the Apostles placed tae body ai
aur Lady lu a raak-hewii omb. tae
doar af wltic t Liey clased witit a great
atone. During tae ima foiiawing tae
huril, tlîay lept watlt abthLie ter nitl
turne, and te angale cautinuei Ltaoir
beavaniy songe about te reeting place
of thuin Qucen.

At te erd ai tirea daye, St. Thamas
reacited Jenusaleux. Learnitig ai aur
Lady'e deatit and hurliha besouglitt
the favor et a last look upon tae faca
oi Christ'a Matitar. Tho Apasties
wisitad hix Le hava titis congélationx
and precoeded ta tae tomb. AfLen
pnaying before Lita>'o rolled away te
atone, but lu place aiftae body Llîey
badl huried tera they found only tae
linon clothes used ion taebuial. An
axquieitaonerfllldLIthentwitit
fragraucc. They saw ot ance tat no
hutan power bati remeved tae body
witile titey kept watch at te tarni,
and titey undenetood that aur Lard
wisited te proeava his Motlter's bady
froux corruption, and ta honar IL b>' a
gioiaus litéaoai irmortality, befare tae
dry aifte general resurrection. Thtug
St. John Darnascen speake and te
CatitolicaCiturcit confirme his wordp
by inserting toitn i the Breviary
Office duning te octavaeaiftae Assump-
ion aifte Blassed Vingin.

Faliawing te route a!fte uerai
procession, wiicit bore aur Lady'e
body 'to tae tomb. we pose out by tae
casiern gâteofa te city and across te
brook af Cadran, aven te atone bridge,
thon turniuîg ta Lite ft ive sec te
ontrance tea a ubterranemîx rou lu
rhticb is te tomb itewn etaif a rock.
Thte ombileopposite tae Garde» ai
Getliteerani and near tae Grotte ai
te Ageny.

Few structures round Jeasaietu
eau via witi ta "Virgin's tomit."
IL jluaintae Iawest part aifte Valley'
of Jeitosopitat. Thte tacade aifte
buildin* erected aven Liut ouxb was
grayisewhite, te atone le woru b>'

tae lapse ai ima. Patriarcital olive
trace eurround te building wlîich le
Gothie lu style, te fboda, ai course,
le arced. The auten ancli rmches ta
te top aiftae building. Wititin te

deep recase ai the imuer aci a
spaciaus doarway wlit square archi-
trave. EnL.anlng by titis dean wa
descend a magnificeî'- fligbL ai atonxe
ateps-49 lu ail, eacit stop 14 foot
wîdo. Halt-way down we araeaiîown
Lwa Ltans iu a recess; titase aitars
anc buiit aven tae tombeaiofSS.
Joachim and Anne, tae fathar and
motter of te Blesaad Vinglu. Two
stops lawar down on te igitt, is a
sintilar recasse whiei contains altars
dedicated te St. Josepht and to tae
bai>' old inhan, Simean, wbo raccivad
aur Lard into Hie ar-ms wheu Ha was
presente lu inte temple.

Reaehing àie end aofte ataircaga,
we findaourzelvos lunte chapel itewn
lu te solid rok. Titis chapai les 90
tact long and 21 foat wide. Looking
tawands te lait wo sea a ernall altar
witich beloug e L te Soitismatto Capte.

The ceiling is -without ornamaut
nt is hiecirenea by t e moke aifLita
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hunared lamnpe that araclghted on
fcaet (laye. On the right cf te large
chapal ie a eallar ana hicli centaine
the Iilessed Vlrgin'a tomb; the duor-
way apaing into, it %vas about four
and a ali féet higli; te walle aboya
and at the sides oft lit doorway
arc eavered witlî riait tapestry. 1Bond.
ing9 aur lheads woenfer and stand
looking tîpon ihio spot wliore the
Apostces entombed the body of Uhrist's
Mothier. Tha roam ni lu wheh wa
stand wili cantain si% persane. Di-
reetly in front oi us, at a beiglat of
about thrco fect, je tho rock-out toînb.
The atone upon whiabLte bady rested
in naw armanged as an altar; te wAlls
around çkro eavared with costly liang.
ingsg n1aay lampe burn niglit and day
boforo the toînb. It le surmounted
by a eniail cupola.

WVe krnel upon the spot ini whioh
the sacrcd bady aoftae Mother aiofaci
roposed in dentit and wo beg lier
powerfui intercession. \V aok lier ta
obtain for us the favar sauglit by ail
who Bay tho Jitil Malery, thu ltelp of
herp rayers iliflu, and mebt of ail, at
te fleur of aur death. Site was con-

ceived and livcd immaculate )irane
debt te disoharge te death. Iînitating
lier Divine San in dying, site faiiowed
1lm lui rising from tha temb, and
was by Hiru assumed iuito ileaven.

Yeu cari noyer ha~ve a reallygeod coin-
p1laxion utatil the lcnpurity ta cleaomcd from
your blood. IVitt yeuncced le a thorough
courseofaiAycr's Sattaparl.il, wnich la abiio-
lutely froc h-rn ai harmlful lngrodicrita, and
therofarc, pereotly sale.
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