" Christ. “But I cnly. despised.

true God, and- abou’t his. Son, the Lord Jesus
-him, and
~ thought my" hea:t'heu gods were' ng‘ht and the
'»?~Chnstian's Wrong o e

-As T wen.c on 1ea.rndng, however I could
4nat help; thinking of what I read. and heaxrd
“and before Jong I found that the brble was--
wJust as sacred .as that of paying.any. other
. . debt. Concldermg these facts, all-will agree
. ‘A piece’ of papen on w‘hich I ha,d wmttcn‘ B

.. full. of: wonderfal.. thmgs tha.t I lha.d never
" ‘heard of before

some question's to ask my’ tea.chcr fell mto

the! ha.nds of my bmther It showed that I

. 1o longer: belierve in t‘he Hindu gods and
“wighed to become a Christian.
- it to my father and mobhe-r, who were. shock-
. ‘ed and alarmed, and used every argument

. “to change my mind a.nd evem went down on.’

their knees before me, and with many tears

. entroated me not to become a Christian; bui

- Ihad fcmnd ‘such a friend in Je=ua tha,t 1
could not give him -up, even to please my
father and mother, - .~

‘When my parents saw that t.hey could not

. .change my purpose they ccnt for some of the
hea,t,hen teachers and Brahmins to ‘ses if,
thoy could change my mind, but, of. course,
they could not, for you see God had already
changed my heart, a.nd the Bmhmms counld
not alter that.

. ‘Pinding.that I could not be. moved to de-
ny my Saviour, by entreaties and arguments

. and tears, my father took another plan.

Knowing how Iond Hindu boys are of fine )
clothes 'md omu,men.ts ‘he offered me agreat

~‘many jewels of gold and silver and precious
stones, if I would only not be a Christlan;
. but 1 pre[arred hhe one pearl of grea.t pri.ee

to all the: temptmg Jewels th.at he cuuld gwe very queer family of brothors-:and- sisters.

Tt -was a-large family, so large that really 17
‘am afraid.to tell you how many -members it

"me, \
‘My fa.ther ha.vmg ﬁmmd th«a.’c a.ll other at-

tempt.s had failed took severe measures; he
beat’ me cruelly again and a.gann, and at last

‘he and’ my older brot,her got me one night
into. their bed.room, awa,y where my mathcr

‘could not hear my cries, and having kindied

"a fire, they boiled some oil in a pot, tied.a

cotiton cloth to a stick, dipped'the cloth in the ‘

boiling o¢il and rubbed it over my ha.nds and
feet. Hc thea took a large stick a.nd bea.h me
on the elbows and knees, saying all the 'time,
“Now call or Christ to save you, and if he

hears you we will believe on him too.”. And -

Christ did-hear me, and made me feet that he
was' with ‘me, and comIorLed and strezngth~
ened me. I now resolved to flee from my
home, and after many vain attempts to get
away, I got up one night when all were
asleep and fied, with nothing on but a shirt,
though the night was cold, and the road
rough for my naked foet. 1. had to pass

through the gate of the city, but most provi-

dentially it was opem. - When I g-ot to the
missionary’s houce I found he had noﬂ: clos-
ed the door, so I rushed in and awoke him
and told him.all, Heé had great diﬁicu]ty
about my baptism, as I w-ax: not of age, My
‘father summened him before & maglstrate,

who would have sent me back to my home, -

but when tried by another he wisely said it
was not a question of age, but whether I
. could give good reasons for my change of
religion. He examined me himself, and was
so satisfied with my answers tbat, to my

great-joy, he left me to make my own choice .

as to whether I would live as a Christian

With the missiona.ry, or go back lomy parents

) and worship idols. Much as I loved my fa-
* _ther and mother, I forsock them and all that
I.had, and follo-v.md Jesus. — ‘Christmn Al-
liance.’

=T iie Eﬁ‘\"e‘ioﬁé Sys'telﬁi. |

Just exactly what s the use and” workmg

of the onvelope systc'm is ‘a question- that -

" would bo well to answer. No one dreams of
.. not laying aside regula.rly the money necded
for - rent and’ houvehold ewensea but “that

1

He showed -

- strange reserve. -

‘jackknives
strangely afraid of one another, this very

_taught be=1des othor le&ons, a.ll a.bout t,he w'hJc'h is to be oﬁfered to God usua,IIy va.ri% ».
'i'acoordmg to the amount of money We h'ap-' ‘
- pen, to, bave with' us when {he a.lms are e~
,‘cnived in church. Now there are.. two -self~
.evident propositions .which. we: will yenture -
to make, I‘u*st It is the ‘duty .of: everyone**
to do something for. " the” support .of; the"-
Church® and its work.. Second This: dxuty‘ is ..
loved them dearly, ‘and ga.ve them every im- -

B a.ginable dehght

bhat “the envelopes ghould -not be looked
upon’ a.s tmments ‘but .as helps
decided with your own conscience ‘what' yoru
thmk you ought to 'give each weelk or each

month, as a token of your gratitude to your
) heavanly TFather, these envelopes. will : help’
-to remind you to lay - a.sxde ‘exactly that
- If you have'
been- compelled to omit this offering on'any-

amount weekly .or monthly."

oceasion, they have a mnice little way of say-
ing, ‘Make it up, make it tp:’

system becomes a universal one, both you

and the Church will be benefited. . You, be-

calse you ‘will come to church ‘with -more
- self-respett, knowing you have done -your
duty;. the Church, because:with more funds

at its disposal and knowing what will be re-

~egived during tho year, will be able to do

more work. . The originator of this system
was, the great St.. Paul. | (I Cor. xvi., 2 and
IL Cor. ix., 7, 9.).—Cur Country C_hureh"

A:,que_ér Family,

A GOSWEB STORY—FOR THE TIMID,

. Once there lived—no riabter where — a

had, for fear you would laugh at me.
: The -queerness: of this family . was its

crept nearer and nearer the city where these
brothers and sisters lived. . At length, ome
sad day the sound of wailing was heard ia
the strects, for the pestilenco. had. come.

. House upon house was stiricken,. and the -
“Dlack cart went up and down, groa,nmg be-
‘neath its weight-

" Yet all the while this reserved fa.mxly of

brothers and sisters, ]
about butter and eggs, about neckiies and
bonnets, mever mentioned the pestilence.

- Nay, even when it entered iheir own beau-
~tiful home and the fairest of the sisters and

the noblest of the brothers were laid low,
o word regarding -the disaster passed their
lips—s0 very reserved ‘was:this queer family
of brothers and sisters. .

One day, -after the pestilence had passed

over, there ceme to them the news that they

had fallen ' heirs to an immenze property.
It would come to more than a million dollars
aplece You would expect the very window-
panes ¢0 clatter with their Ju;hilm:lcn But

‘no; the letter containing the glad tidings was

left carslessly around where . each might
pick it up and peruse it, but not a word con-

cerndng their good fortune did they. speak. -
though daily they talked -

to one auother,
about newspapers and the weather, about
and flddles. They = cseemed

rezerved family of brothers and sisters.

... They learncd that  the ‘whole family of
“them would soon cross the. ocean to spend’

the remainder of their lives in Europe. You
would think then' tongues would wag brisk-

“~1y enough on that theme over their: steam-
~boat circulars.and - their - Baedekers,

books of travel a.ud their histories: -You

‘would - ook to’ hear, when you' entered the:

house,,sca.rcely anything but’ ta,lk concern-
ing their new home, and how to' get there.

But, though th_ey converséd about potatoes,

‘pens, not ‘2 ward dia’ the'y sa.y concernjng

Ha.vmg .

When this :
what T mean. * For are we not. all of us
“brothers a.nd sisters of.a grewt family? and

“od a family of bro-t.hecrs and sxsters'
; Rule ’ . I

- For- instance, a fearful
. pestilence raged one summer in the land, and

though ‘they ba]ke;l .

Tittle coral jslander lacks.

“tindest " child:
t'mv'h.t to pray for children who know: no- -

~thing of Jesus. :
their -

‘their commg journey They a.ppwed ‘

‘B0 3 wa:y, too timid to ment:ion ‘the sub;ecb—-

this - very.” réserved fa.nnly of browthers a.nd

: sisters. FERRES

Queeref't of all perha.ps, _w'as mbout "hem

‘fathér. - He was with them all the time,.  He

‘No ope. could be. wiser -
and kinder. hhan he And yet I never heard’
‘this stm.nge famnly 80 much as mtmduce

“his n.a.me into their oo:nvemt.ion, thoug‘h I-

have talked “with~ them ' on “all possnble
themes, from. pelitics to persimmcxns and”

-from’ poetry to poultry.’ One would a.ctually -

think them afraid to talk about thedr: father; -

_—this very,very reeerved family of brabhers

. And now, with tha,t la.st paragraph my
readers, you have come, of course to - see:

is not our Father all I'have s2id he is? and
are we not soon to .cross a ‘mysterious sea -

"into another world where we shall live for- '
-over? ‘and are we not surrounded by the en-

croaching pe;,txlence of sin, that eats and
slays as no cholera or plague ever did? and

" as for our inheritance, who of you would
" sell your eyes. for ‘a million dollars, or. for

that sum would part with your intellect?
" And yet, queer famiiy of brothers and dig-

‘ters that we are! when we meet together wa
" talk of everything:brain. can conceive ex-

copt these most natural things::our grea.t
dangers, . -our great joys,” our great destiny,

" our Father,  We are t00 timid to talk-about -

such matters, we dare so exceedingly reserv-
‘Golden

lnterestmg Children. in, M1s=
h smns. ' : :
Chxldren are mtense in their interest m a:ll

~ihings which are made attractive to them

What can be made more winning in iis at-
tractiveness than child-life among people_ of .
different nations? :

Do not begin to teach children of the
grown people who arc in need of our help.
Describe home life of litlle ones in Africa,
India, Armenia, and Alaska. Contrast life
in the South Se_'a.s with chvld-life in our

- North-West.

- Let the children write on slips of paper
all the blessings they possess which some-
‘Then teach
the lesson — only  because Jesus .Christ
came as &  little child ‘do children in
our land enjoy so much. For his sake, shall
they help other children. into the - light? .-
Sometimes is it not true that we impress the
children too much with the idea that mis-

- giomary work Is foreign work, forgetting

that every land is home-land to its own chil-
drem? They need to feel the reality of con-
ditions which make the sum of life to chil-

" dren of different colors.and tongees. Mis-

sionary teas for primary departments may
be made very successful. Jach class may re-
present - a country, having its teacher and
members dressed  in .appropriate -costumes. -
Lot the refreshments bo charactetistic of the
land represented, and let them be ea.ten in ’
typical fashion.:

 Birthday offerings from such ‘a school

‘ ‘might be devoted to the support of some one-

child.  Always centralize work,. so that it
may- bd brought within the grasp of even the -
None are too young. to he

Habits of prayer lwe lonv
in little hearts.. .

Girls from ten to fcmrteen a.re usua,lly
proud ‘of “their peadlewoik.  Let them sew..
for some school. Cards and ‘Sunday-school-

‘ ‘papers- are -always .acceptable -and..may be’

brought for distribution, . Boys.can make

“eurious thi.ngs with Jack-kmves which other :
‘bovys may a.ppreniate -—‘The Occldenf *




