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MOUNT TABOR.

MetHoyeut I sdw the chosen three
Who walked so oft with Christ below,
Whe saw in sad Gethesmane,
Those ¢rimson drops of woe ;
That from their living lips I heard
-The story of our risen Lord.

They talked to me of Taber's steep,
How tenderly he led them  there ;
When weary, faint, they sank to sleep,
He knelt alooe in prayer ;*
That while they slept strange visions came,
They thought the mountains afl aflame.

They waked, and saw, with wondering cyes,
What ne'er to other sight was given ;

He held communion with the skies,
Bathed in the light of beaven ;

« His face shone as the sun,” and lo !

 His raiment glistencd white as snow."”

They told me of the two who came
On swiftest wing, at heaven's behest- -
lijah, who on cloud of flame,
Ascended to his rest ;
And Moses, who on Hereb trod,
And ** face to face” commuyned with God.

They told me of their wondering fear,
When, pealing through the silent night,

Came sounds so strange to mortal ear,
From yonder world of light ;

When God’s own! voice proclaimed His Son

His well beloved; ‘the Glorious Oue.

And then they ceased. Oh ! stay, I cried,
Ob! linger yet,'ye favored three,
And tell me more of him ‘who died
On that-dear cross for me !
Tell me, what wonderous theme had they
Who came on such high embassy ?

We know they spake of his decease,
The woe, the pain of Calvary ;
Yet on His brow the light of peace,
Still radiapt, we could see—
That brow which shaipest thorns would bear
That man a erown of life might wear!

They spake of love too great and high,
Too deep and vast for us to know;

But, ah ! we knew that he must die,
And this was greatest woe ;

We looked, and lo! the vision gone,

Our Jesus stood with us alone!

And did we still in Him behold
The sunshine of the Father's love ?
Was all that seemed of earthly mould
Still radiant from above ?
And'was it precious thus to be
Alone with such a friend as He ?

I questioned, but no voice replied ;
The answer to my heart was given ;
My path of life was glorified
By this one glimpse of beaven ;
A light celestial round me shone,
While I with Jesus stood alone.

New Yorlk, Observer.

FAITH IMPUTED.

1t seems difficult, evea for Christians, to re-
alize the value of faith in the Gospel method of
saving sinners. It is the one grand condition
of acceptance with God, the mystic tie that
unites the heart to Christ, the channel through
which the life of God flows to the soul, and
the foundation of all the virtues of the Chris-
tian character. It is not strange, therefore
that it should be found mingling with all the
prophcvics, promises, and types of the Serip-
tares, and having much to do with the privile-
ges and joys of the Christian life, as well as
with the condition of the soul in time and in
eternity. ’

Awong the many wonderful things predicated
of faith in the Scriptures, is the fagt that it is
“ imputed tor righteousness.” But little is said
in our current theology upon this point, and we
have sometimes thought that the great idea of
the inspired writers in relation to it is seldom
grasped as clearly and forcibly as might be
profitable. Perhaps this failure, if failure it
be, is owing to the old abuse of the word ** im-
pute,” which has bad such a wide influence in
shaping the terminology of the Churches. So
much has been said about the imputation of
sin—meaning the imputation of Adam’s sin to
his posterity, and that in a sense which the Bi-
ble does not warrant—that many hesitate " to
use the word in a proper sense, lest it be mis-
understeod. A thousand times, in the pulpit
and in devetional exercises, ‘we may hear the
unscriptural phrase, * the imputed righteous-
noss of Christ,” were we will not hear a single
allusion to the imputation of ** faith for right-
eousness,” unless it becomes necessary to use
the passages 4f Scripture that contain the lan-
guage. It must be that the mind of the Church
bas in some way wandered from the real idea
of the apostle in regard to imputation.

Without entering upon a discussion of the
doctrine of imputation, we wish only to remark
that all God's imputations are according to
truth. He never imputes actions, good or bad,
to any except the persons who performed them.

He imputes guilt to the guilty, and innoeence
There is in reality no com-

to the innocent.

prebensible sense in wli i Adam’s guilt is im-
puted to his prosterity, although the consequen-
ces of it are entailed upon thé race, and may
be scen affecting every buman soul, and pros-

trating every human body to the dust of death.

Neither is there any sense which ordinary
wortals can understand, in which the personal
obedience of Christ 15 imputed to the veliever
for justification, or imputed to him at all. Our
Christian brethren in the Calvinistic Churches,
who speak so flippantly of the ** imputed right-
eousness of Christ,” mean well enough, and
doubtless bave in mind a vague idea of some-
thing which they intend to express by this lan-
guage, but certainly they fail to apprebend the
Scriptural idea, and forget the antinomian ori-
They proba-
bly intend only to express their dependence on
Christ, and to exclude the merit of their own
works, as the ground of acceptance; and if
this were all, the language might be innocently
employcd. “Possibly it is because of this mod-
ern and comparatively harmless use of the lan-
guage, that it has been suffered to pass un-

&in of the favorite pbraseology.

challenged to so' great an extent. But still
t?:ere .alwa}'! has been coupled with this expres-
sion, in the books if not the minds of the peo-
ple, an unseriptural notion of the fall, and of

counts us guilty of Adam’s sin, and that
Christ’s active obedience to the law is account-
e(.i ours, or imputed to us, as if we had throagh
him obeyed by proxy. Nor do we believe it
possible to get rid of this unscriptural notion,
so long as the language wisich implies it is re-
tained in the formularies of doctrine.

The time was wlien others besides Calvinists
were influenced by the current phraseology.
Mr, Wesley himself showed anxiety to retain
the language, while he rejected the idea; and
even the distinguished author of the *Institutes”
leaned in the same direction. He distinguished
between the imputation of guilt and the impu-
tation of the legal results of guilt. But the
distinction is exceedingly fine. Far the better
way is to abandon the unscriptural language at
once, and to make more prominent the essen-
tial doctrine of the ** imputation of faith for
righteousness.” The first justification of Abra-
ham, which occurred before the birth of Isaac,
is the great illustration of God's method of
justifying sinners, and strict adherence to the
‘teaching of that striking example will save us
from the numerous
Paul

should we.

errors prevailing on the

subject. makes mech
« For
Jjustified by works, he hath
but not before God.
ture?

of that example,
and so if Abraham were
whereof t glory,
For what saith the Scrip-
Abraham believed God, and it was
counted unto him for righteousn'ss. Now to
him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of
grace, but of debt. 'But to him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the un-
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness.”
There is nothing here about the imputation of

the righteousness of Christ, :lh]l()llj\

this is

given by the apostle for the purpose of ¢howing
how it is that God justifies the ungodly, and
imputes to them righteousness witout works.
The omission can be ex-
plained only on the supposition that the idea of
the imputationiot Christ’s righteousuess never
We
nothing in saying that Paul never encountered
cither the language or the idea. The only im-
putation he knew anything about, in connexion

is remarkable, and

y . R .
gained possession of his mind. hazard

with the justification of sinners. was the impu-
tation of the believer’s faith for righteousness.
Hence, after enlarging on the justification of
Abraham, and showing how he was constituted
““ the father of all them that belicve,” hLe re-
turned to this great thought of the imputation
of faith for righteousness, apparently for the
purpose of insisting upon it as an example for
all time and all men. *‘* He staggered not at
the promise of God througlk unbelief but was
strong in faith, giving glory to God; and being
fully persuaded,Ahat what he had promised, he
was also able to perform.
imputed to him for righteoushess. Now it was
not written for his sake alone, that it was im-
puted to him, but for us also, to whom it shall
be imputed, if we believe on him that raise up
Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was deliv-
ered for our offénses, and was raised again for
our justification.”

And therefore it was

But what is the real meaning of this lan-
guage ? It does not imply that faith is made the
ground of acceptance, nor that any merit per-
tains to it, but simply that the merit of Christ
is appropriated. The law of God, broken by
every sinner, demands perfect obedience, but
that cannot be rendered; and through the sa-
crificed death of Christ provision is made where-
by faith in the Son of God can be accepted in-
stead of obedience, This faith is accepted in
lieu of obedience, and answers the purpose that
obedience would have answered. Perfeet right-
eousness would have secured justification ; faith
accounted for righteousuess does the same
thing. It is a simple thing when understood,
but in it is found the wisdom of God, and the
power of God unto salvation.— Western Advo-
cate.

e ———

A CAMP-MEETING AT PARRY SOUND.

The following description of a Camp-meeting
is from the pen of the Rev. W. M. Puxsnox,
M. A., and was written before his recent be-
.| reavement :—

On Saturday, August 27, in company with
several ministers and friends, I embarked at
Collingwood on the steamer Waubuno,bound for
>arry Sound, where a camp-meeting of Whites
and Indians was being held.. The Georgian
Bay, whose vast expanse stretched out before
us, it is'a mighty *“ arm” of Lake Huron, and
is said to contain more than twenty thousand
islands of all sizes, many of them Rocky and
desolate, but some tertile and exquisitely wood-
ed. A sail of tweaty-four miles brought us to
a group ot islands named respectively ** Hope,™
« Beckwith,” and ** Christian"—embraced in
our Church enterprise as the Christian Islands
Mission. Here we took on board the mission-
ary; his family, and some of his flock. There
is a neat church on the most thickly peopled
island, and some eighty-five members are under
the missionary’s care. With the exception of
the keeper of the lighthouse, there are no
other whites on the Island than the missionary’s
family. About half a mile off is a small pagan
villaée; and here—almost secluded from so-
ciety, save that of books and God: hearing
from the outer world but once a-weck under
the most favorable circumstances ; obliged like
the ant, to lay in food for the winter before the
frost shall grasp and harden the waters ; travel-
ling often upon snow-shoes twenty miles across
the jce to a distant ** appointment,” and but
poorly paid for all, at least in this world’s lu-
cre—the man of God liveg and labors, with a
faith, endurance, and cheerfulness worthy of
apostolic times.

For about twenty-two miles the steamer
threaded its way through a succession of islands
which seemed interminable, and then we swept
round a headland and entered a capacious
sound, in which navies might float securely and
with ample room. Nestled among the inlets
lies the little village of Parry Sound, a thriving
settlement of about three hundred inhabitguts,
where ten years ago was the barrea wilderness
and the primeval forest. Christian enterprise
has beenpﬁvileg&d to found a prosperous cowr-
munity bere, with a grist mill, store, hotel, saw-

flu- evangelical process of justification. The !
idea does to some extent prevail that God ac- |

mill, &e., allin active operation. The proptie-
tors, Meesrs. J. & W. Beatty and Co., who
are lessees of the timber limits, and owners of
| the steamboat and lumber mills, are pushing
merchants, and good Methodists to boot. The
younger brother is an active member of Parlia-
mentgan equally active local preacher, and a
sort of resident Jord of the manor. Parry
Sound is not yet incorporated into any parlia-
mentary or municipal district, and, so. far, the
inhabitants have managed to live and thrive,
without an election excitement, without a dram- |
shop, and without a lawyer.

The arrival of the steamer is the event
of the week at Parry Sound, and about a fourth
of the entire population werc on the wharf to
witness our landing.
of civilization. The little settlement is an oasis
in the desert.” Armies of stumps tell of recent
clearing, and seem like unsightly mourners over

meek under the knowledge that she is by-and
bye to be ** replenished and subdoed.”

The camp-ground is a most romantic spot

the forest. Between it and the village is a ridge
of rock some sixty feet hizh, its nataral **

In the centre, at
the lower end of the ground, was a large frame

picturesque in the extreme.

booth—the preacher's stand--from which a
At
the higher end, immediately opposite, stood a
large wooden building, called the prayer-tent.
All around, on either side, were tents of every

minister was addressing about 300 people.

size and shape, some of wood, some of canvas.
some of the boughs of trees hung upon a skele
ton frame, in which the Indians and others
camped for the occasion.  As we passed by the

wigwams, perhaps an old squaw, withered

with age, andsmoking strenuously ghe while,
would lift up the canvas to have a better look
at the stranger; or some bright Yittle papoose
folds, and glance
Five lare

ed upon the camp-ground, ra.~ed on stages

would frame his face in the
archly at the passer-by. -es blaz-
about eight feet high.  After the public service
the whites adjourned to the prayver-tent, and
the Indians, two hundred of themn, ~athered in
front of the preacher’s stand, and held a prayer-
meeting among themselves.  Deep devotion
and intense fervour of spirit characterised this
Some were

meeting. in deep distress, and

wailed plaintively for merey. Others were so
overcome by their emotions that they swooned
awwy. - Three or four were thus prostrated at
one time. The exercises were continued far on
into the night, and as in true brotherhood of
worship the whites ever and anon sang out some
song of Zion, and before it died away the In-
dians took up the refrain, and in their own
tongue joined in their ** strange hosannas”—
their swarth faces lit up with radiance, and
thrown into reliet by the blazing pine-knots
which crackled in the evening air—there was a
sight to charm a poet into rapture, and to con-
strain from a Christian heart a burst of thanks-
1 have seldom had preached to
me a more inspiring sermon than when, on that

giving to God.

fire-lit camp-ground,

The sonnding aisles of the dim woods rang
To the anthems of the free

The

breaktast ho#r was seven o'clock. and immedi-

““The Sabbath day was an high day.”

ately afterwards small companies gathered, ac-
cording to previous arrangement, in various
tents, for prayer. The morning service was
announced for ten o'clock, but before it com-
menced six Indian babes received the rite of
baptism, administered in their own language by
the Rev. Allan Salt, a native minister. 1 alse
baptized the child ot a white settler, and preach-
ed to the people, in a cathedral of God's own
architecture, ** all the words of this life.”  Mr.
Salt followed with an extemporised translation
of my sermon in the Ojibbway language. A
brief interval for dinner, and the services were
resumed. A brother preached to the whites,and
I addressed the Indians, through an intefpre-
ter, of course. This preaching by proxy is
hard work. A train that shuts off steam every
minute does not make much headway. There
were several pagan Indians from neighboring
settlements on the ground, drawn irresistibly
to the spot, and yet atraid, as the Christian In-
dians said, to bring themselves under the pow-
er of the Word. A collection was made for
the support of a missionary to the Indian
tribes. Glancing round the audience, my eye
had lighted upon a poor, ill-dressed afflicted,
and somewhat uncleanly Indian, standing, like
the publican, atar off. I was mentally contrast-
ing him with many around him, aud wondering
somewhat incredulously whetlier such as he,
pagan as I deemed him, and stolid as he seemed
to be, were likely » be reached and rescued.
The friends who made the collection were evi-
dently of my mind, for they had passed him by.
What was my surprise to see his gaunt J'urm
stalking throvgh the files of his companions,and
striding up to the pastorin charge, with a piece
of money in his hand, which he offered as his
contribution, with a smile which redeemed his
homeliness into momentary beauty. And how
much greater was the rebuke to my unbeliet,
when, a few hours atter. this same man, having
been some time under instruction, formally re-
nounced paganism and its errors, and was bap-
tized in the presence of the interested multitude
in the name of the ** Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.”
There

Sir, the missionary
work is not a failure. are glorious at-
testations to the power of Christ to save among
these red men ot the forest, and through many
bindrances arising both from eternal circum-
stances and from peculiarities of national char-
acter, there have been and therc are examples
among them of eminent piety, such as cannot
be excelled by those who, under happicr au-
spices, are striving after the same life of holi-
ness and love. Their
Word, and their devoutness as they listened
to it, are above all praise. 1 was told of a
chief whom business had called to some mission
station,where he heard words which pricked him
to the heart, and other and following words
whieh told him of a Saviour, and so stanched

eagerness

We are on the outgkirts |

after the |

his wound—how that on his return to bis gwn
tribe, who dwelt in a lonely clearing, not often
visited by “strangers, he assembled his people
for worship of the true God on the first Sab-
bath, and eontinued so to summon them .and
teach them for six years, computing the dawn
of the Sabbath, Cruso-liké, by every seventh
notch on the stick
Another of our Cburch members had
been deprived of his ticket of membership for

which was his only reckoner
of time.

i some alleged irregularity—on the report of

some subordinate agent—and so sorely did he

| regret its loss that he paddled bis canoe nearly

a huodred miles to conyince the missionary of

his innocence, and to implore the coveted token | g
The Christianity | €0ter it as well as he should strive hard to en- |

ter heaven, and he should pray for the Lord’s

of Chureh fellowship again.

and Mohawks have ceased to be savages for
| many vears. Some of them are highly iutelli-

the fallen and doomed torest. dBears prowl in | gent, and one chief who was with us at the
neighboring woods. Deer are caught within | camp-meeting bas recently been appointed a|
two fields of the village. There are |,:‘_,,,nd,. of | magistrate.—Godliness is thus profitable unto {

| The Sabbath eveping service was interrupt- | W hy do vou not ery out with transport, ** The and reason aad faith demand that we should
[€d by heavy rain, but the rocks echoed back| Lord is faithtul to pardoa my sins.
#nd prayer far into the | promised and He willdo it. I will then con-| of the pulpit depend upon its independence, and

{the sound of praise

[ the love feast began.

and even eloquent in the witness which be bore
for Jesus, and the faces of the Indians were a
study as they sat and listened
commonly demonstrative. The same stoicism
which in the times of the war-trail made them
boast of meeting death without the meving of a
muscle, when he came in his most hortible
forms, lingers about them yet, so that they wear
no tell-tale faces, and rarely go beyord the
“ Ugh” of satisfaction and approval; but the
*¢ old man eloguent™ touched the Springs both
of laughter and tears. At the close of the Tove
feast 1 read the Sacramental service, and with

They are not

the ministers present administered the Holy
Commuiion in that fofest sanctuary—with the
glad sun shining Lfilliantly, making the leaves,
glossy with the receft rain,to sparkle like spray
of silver: and the tresh, bealthfnl breeze ever
andjanon shaking a shower,like a bright chrism,
1 doubt not,
in that hour, many vows of hemage were sin-

down upon the worshipers below.

cerely breathed to heaven, and that He ¢ who
dwelleth not in temples made with hands™ ac-
cepted the loving sacrifice. The camp-mect-
ing closed with a ceremony which is called the
It was, to me, novel; and in a
certain way impressive. All the persons on the
ground formed in procession, two and two, the
ministers leading she people, aod preceeded by
the Indian choir, _In this order they made the
circuit of the ground, the choir singing ** I'm
going home.” When the two foremost reached
the starting point of the march they stood still,
and shook lands with all the others as they filed
past, each couple standing in rank in their
tutn, so that everybody on the ground gave the
farewell greeting to everybody else. Hand-
shaking en masse is notably in American Insti-
tution, but I never before saw it managed in
such a business-like way. Itis the modern suc-
cessor of the ** holy kiss,” I suppose,with which
«¢ all the brethren” were to be greeted. The
sentiment underlying the symbol is beautiful,
though the outward observance perhaps may be
ranked amongst the ** imperfect means,” for it
requires an effort to feel*‘proper”at the moment,
and leaves behind it rheamatic proclivities in
the shoulder. Of the whige people who filed
before me I did not take the census, but [ shook
hands with one hundred and fifty-nine Indians,
including my friend the whilom pagan, to whom
I very heartily wished God-speed.  The steam-
er started as soon as the camp-meeting closed,
and, as if we had been apostles, they *‘ accom-
panied 28 to the ship,” and, as as we loosed off
from the wharf, dismissed us with three ringing
cheers.

¢ Salotation.”

WALKING BEFORE GOD.

How important is the daily remembrance
“¢ that all our way: are before God !" that every
act, every thought, every desire, every word is
registered by conscience as vicegerent, and
laid up in his book of remembrance! Well
would it be for us if we walked less before men
and more ** before God,” if in seeret, in busi-
ness, at home, and abroad, we heard the so-
lemn voice—** I am the Almighty God; walk
before me, and be thou perfect.” We may be
unreprovable in the sight of men, while it is a
mere artificial walk, grounded upon base ex-
ternal principles—a **walking after the flesh™—
not before God.—Bridges.

I was, to appearance, more usc{ul in saving
souls when I was younger, knew less, and had
This
diminution of success has tried me ; but this‘also
I have cast upon God, and I wait for his appear-
ing. T trust, if the Lord will, that my next
nppninhn(‘m may set me among a more sympa-

more limited means than I now have.

thising people. The people here will not—no,
they will not—stir toward the land of perfect
love. Trade is in a miserable condition. The
poor are distressed for bread, and thehwoalth-
ier are not thoroughly on the Lord's side. The
modern system of being members without neet-
ing in class, of being on the plan without
preaching, and of expecting deference for a do-
nothing sort of patronage, is trying hard to
grow here. I hate it—bave set my face against
it—and bave laid hands ypon it. We have
just dropped the name of one such from the
plan, it has gtirred his ire; wou)d rather it bad

Collins.
-

“T WANT TO BE A MINISTER.”

More than g century ago there lived in Eng-
land an orphan boy with promising talents, who
often said, ** I want to be a minister ;” bat hav-
lhis heart, his youtbtul spirit was often bowed
to the eargh by disappointed bope. Ounce a
wealthy lady offered to pay the expenses at

A

which the Indians embrace brings other bless- | *T A i
ling® in its train. The whole of the Ojibbways | guidance in the one case as well as he should any set of office seekers to command us. The

brought him to rt-;wnuncc.—(;ul’!l' Life of

ing no money to carry out the great desire of

school if he would study and become a minister
ia her Chburch ; bnt the boy loved the Church
of his fathers, and could not be induced to leave

his spirtual mother ; 0 be respectfally declined |

the kind lady’s offer. So afterward he visited
a learned minister ot his own Chnrch, and ask-

ed the guod pastor’s advice in regard to study- |

ing for the ministry ; but here he obtained no
encouragement at all. Now the friendless boy
went to God, and while bhe was engaged in fer-
vent prayer the mail carrier knocked at the
door of his closet and handed him a letter from
a friend of his father, with an offer to assist him
in his studied for the ministry. Thus the desire
of his beart ‘was gratified, and he became one
of the most useful ministers of England. His
name was Philip Doddridge. If it is a boy's

{

pray for it in the other.

TIHE PENITENT ENCOURAGED.

| 1 we conféss our sins, he is faithful’'and

"fl"l("."'nlkl‘s which the oldest inhabitant tells. |all lh‘ingp, Laving the ‘pro-m'm: of thf'. life that | just to forgive us our sins.” Tmmortal spirit, | W€D were ever called : and the gnnden oppor-
For miles on miles the earth waits for man.{ now iz, and of that which is to come.”

{ who readest this]promise, why tarriest thou?

He has

|

about a mile from the village. It is a glade in'night. At half-past seven on Meonday morning | fess them to Him day and night with tears. I

B . . | . b . . - .

Whites and Tndians vied | will not give rest to my eyes till they bave seen be mixed up with all sorts of outside associ-
. . o, . o ¥ = 3 . v . . .

wall | with cach otber in forwardness to testify for|the salvation ot God.” Consider, it is because | C1ations. We flrmly believe that if the eight

and bulwark ;" and below it a path slopes gent- | Christ.  One fine old man, a superior chief, ‘ the Almighty is just that He will cleanse you
| . . - < » - . » p

ly to a small cove in the Sound where the boats | f-om the Church of Eugland Mission at Gar- [from all sin. Yes, his Son, his only Son has

of the Indians are moored. As I first entered | den River, who was converted from ]-:l;:ini»‘ln!uviﬂk-d divine justice for von. The stroke

it, in'the dusk of the evening, the scene was |about three years ago, was especially earnest, | gimed at you has tallen upon his innocent head.

| The heavenly victim, stretched wpon the cross,
| Las been devoured by the fire of that eternal
vengeance which flamed agsinst you. The
odour oi [bis all-perfect sacrifice has reconciled
that God who is a ** consuming fire” to the sin-
ner.  The blood of the new covenant-hds flow-
ed ;it has made a propitiation for your sins. Fhis
blood, far from erying for vengeance like that
of Abel, merits, demands, obtains for you re-
pentance, faith, regeneration, and eternal life.
God withholds the arm of the destroying angel
until the precious blopd has been sprinkled upon
The boly Jcrus“ who fears lest you
should perish in your impertkence, hastes to of-
fer you lite eternal. ** Behold,” says He **1
stand at the door and knock.
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to
him, and sup him and he with me.” He says to
you by the mouth of the Apostle, that **He who
hath the Son hath life.” He exhorts you-by his
servant David to ** kiss the Son lest he be an-
gry. aud you perish from the way, Jf his wrath
be kivdled but a little.”
accept those kind invitations ; prostrate yowr-
self at the feet of the Sow of God; open the
door of your heart to him, and cry incessantly
“Come in, Lord Jesus, comeé in.” Confess
your ‘poverty, Your sins, yoor misery, until
** the kingdom of God is within you.” ¢ Mourn,’
till you are * comforted :” * hunger ahd thirst
after righteounsness™ till you are satisfied ; and
*¢ travail in birth till Christ be formed within
you,” till being born of God, you *‘bear the im-
age of the heavenly Adam,” as you have **borne
the image of the earthly.” 1 conjure you by
the tender mercies, the bowels of compassion of
your heavenly Father, which are moved in your
favour, *‘ work out your salvation with fear and
trembling, enter by the door into the sheeps
fold, sell all to purchase the pearl of great price,
count all things but dung and dross in compari-
son of the excellency of the knowledge of
Jesus Christ!” Let Him not go till He blesses
you- with that faith which sanétifies, and thdt
sanctification ** without which no man shallhee
the Lord."—Rev. John Fletclier. “

your soul.

If any man beat

"

OUR PECULIAR WORK.

The conviction is gaining strength in the
hearts of many ministers of the gospel, that
more can be done for society, and for the
church, by an earnest and persistent adhesence
to the peculiar work of the church, in her own
methods, than by dividing our hearts and minds
in giving time and strength to meral reforms
societies. On this point we have, for some time,
thought with much interest,and watched the cur-
rent of events to see if any facts would enable
us to decide with more accuracy a question so
Ministers of the gospel are gener-
ous and unsuspecting,and clever men can easily

important.

persuade them to enter almostany public ser-
vice that promises good to their fellow men. A
pastoral charge is ome of the grandest fields ot
labor any maa ever held. It is enough to eall
outall the power there is in man, to awaken
all the sympathies of his beart and absorb every
resource of his nature. He cannot seck other
avocations merely to get employment, for if his
congregations be large he cannot sufficiently at-
tend to its wants, and if it be small his best
energies should be given to building it up. In
this great work all his resources of mind and
body are necessary. He needs every hour for
studies. Pastoral visiting is the
most potent force ever employed to increase,
control, and unite a congregation, and it is the
very best pulpit preparation any man ever
tricd. The exacting demands_of city life con-
sume many valuable hours of the  minister’s
time, and if he cou ts to give his rime to every
call he will soon haveélpo time cither for study-
ing or visiting.

his sacred

We believe that the church has too Jong been
the waiting maid of reform instead of the lead-
er and master of every movement for the ele-
vation of man. There is definiteness and force
inthe church ; there isonly & kind of miscel-
laneous good in moral reform organizations.
Take forinstance temperande, and we believe
that there is no power against intemperance
equal to the pulpit and the church, A minister
can do more for temperance in leading sinners
to Christ and in preaching against the sin of
drunkenness and the crime of liquor selling
than by joining a half dozen temperance soci-
eties, and spending balf his time in attending
their meetings. We do not say that he should
not, on appropriate fully it
himself to any outside work thatcan be essen-
tial to the safety of his people.
be indifferent to public wants and moral reform,
but he must not allow heart and mind to be di-
vided about these things. Our church lids been
most generous in the use of its strength in the
furtherance of public interests. 'We have been

jons
'

duty to enter the ministry, he should strive to’

O reader, gratefully®

He must not!

in the front of evey real battle fought for true

terests drag to promote the interests of others.
We submit to our brethren the question of
entire devotion to the church, not because we
desire to apologize for anything our church has
done. bat tor the sake of our future prosperity.
We have a steadfast opposition to- amy course
that would cowpromise the church with any
party. There is no party whase objects harmo-
nize with those of the ghurches., There is no
party that has the slightest claim to our sup~
port any fargher thanits candidates and princi-
| ples conform of Christian laws. We are al-
ways in peril whea we make politicans feel
| that we are under obligations to support them.
lThey use us, n_cek our votes and sell us out
| when occasion requires.  We must not permit

office seeker of to-day may be the tyrant of to-
| morrow. A minister degrades himself -when his
hands are used to pull the chesnuts of other
people out of the fire.

| We have before us the noblest work to which

|tunitics. (od has given us a rich Deritage,
| not let it run to waste. The dignity and power

it cannot bg independen’, and at the same time

| thousand ministers of the Methodist Episcopal
Church were to devote themselves, soul and
body, with perfect self abnegation and entire
consecration to their peculiar work of soul-sav-
ing that there would follpw such a revival as
never has been scen in moderp times. . There
is enough before any minister of Jesus Christto
call out all big strength every day. Sach gde-
votion is always effective, and ‘most generally
receives the approval of the noblest and best
men. ' !
The Methodist Church owes it to herself to
be carétul in the use of her means, and not to
compromise her good name with any merely
moral or%political organization. While our
people are free to act as citizens as, they may
chidose, ohly obeying the laws of Jebay Cheist,
we may be sure that as ministers we bave
quite enough to do in preaching the gospel and
visiting from house to house. Absorbed in
our own work we would soon see the effects in
the higher spiritual life' of our mémbers, and is
the revivals which wonld attéad our ministra:
tions. We would be glad $6 see a- gemeral
awakening, a revival that-would effet millions
of seuls, and believe the syrest way to that re-
ult is the entire consecration of the ministers
of Christ to their peculiar work. And this
work is above all others, transcendent, sublime
and engobling, challenging the respect of men
and the approbation ot God.

i

“ THE SALARY OF MINISTERS.

There are inithe Untted States about sixty-
one: thousand ‘ministérs of ' all denominations.
Their average salary per aunum is computed to
be about seven hundred dollars, This would
make $22,700,000 anoually paid by the Ameris
can Churches in clergymen’s salaries. If we
assume each clergyman to represent three per-
sons, & wife and two children, making four in
all, we.hdve then 244,000 ‘persons to be sup-
ported out of this salary fand, and this gives
just $175 to eachone.” The average salary of
three-fourths of the midistry is less than $600,
and this materially reduces the average per head
to each member of their families. In cities
and large villages ministerial salaries general-
ly stand at a fair rate of liberality, especially
in the wealthier congregations. Yet this class
represents but a small fraction of the whole,
When taken in conuvection with the whole, so as

8700 for each minister, or $175 per head for
ministers’ families on the basis of four persons
to each family. -

These figures conclusively show that the Am-
erican clergy, considered as a class are doomed
to be poor faen. Their salaries will not more
thaa suffice to pay their current expenses. With
comparatively few ex¢eptions,théy must consume
what they earn as fast as they earn it, even with
the most rigid economy, and this gives them no
opportunity to lay by any surplus for the period
of sickness or old age. They, need something
for the purchase of books, and are expected to
live in a better style than would fit she condi-
'tion of the common laborer.

As a class, they possess at Teast as much ta-
ent and learning as'cithér of the ‘other learned,
professions, and have spent a8 much time and
money in preparing themselves for the work;
yet their profession, estimated by its, emolu-
ments, promises at best merely a competency'
for the time being, with the prospect of abso-
lute poverty and want the moment they are un
able to pursue it. Old ministers and broken
down ministers are noeorioudy' not in demand
in the Charch market, and hence they are
turned off as obsolete coneerns for younger and
more vigorous men, generally with no accumu-
lated saving, and without the ability to belp
themselves in other ways. Neitber the local
Churches nor the respective denominations
have as yet made any adequate provisions for
the wants of their disabled ministry. They be-
gin by payingismall salaries, sad then when
these salaries cease in the case of those who do
not die soon enough, they leave ministers to
shift for themselves as best they may.

This state of things works like a practical
bardship, and [it is such, serving to make the
American pulpit uninviting to new incumbents.
It sets before the young men of the Church the
general prospect of permatient poverty if they
enter the ministry. We do mot suggest that
preaching should be so largely paid as to be-
come a grand system for money making; yet
nothing is clearer thao that the average salary
of ministers in this country is at a disgracefully
low mark. The profession is not remunerated
in proportion to the value of its services, nor
in any due proportion to the ability of the
Church.— Brooklyn Union.

Prov. xiv. 10.—A good man lying ‘on his
bed of sickness, and being asked—which were
the most comfortable dsys be ever knew ? eried
out—** O give meé my mourning days; give me
my mourning days agsin, for. they were the
joytulest days that I ever had.
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morality, and have sometimes let our owm int . THE AUTUMN MISSIONARY MEETING S

to make the general average, we have about)

| Methodists who are faithful to the calls of
'duty will often be reminded of their pod's
'lines :—

With us no melanchrly void,

No period lingers unemploy ed
; The autumn brings, in almost every circuit,
! a series of missionary meetings ; in the small-
er circuits six or seven, in the larger ones from
'twhlve to twenty. These are so important,
{ both to the Society whose claims are then urg-
{ed, and to the circuits themselves, that we shall
| feel it to be quite within our province to direct
!lttemion to their approach, and to offer some
{ few suggestions and friendly criticisms. If to
the mature experience of any of our readers
some of these suggestions appear trifling, let
them remember the dictum of the great artist,
that trifles constitute perfection, and that per-
fection is no trifle. It is by minate attention
to detail that the efficient working of our Con-
nexional organisation is best secured

These meetings should not be held too late
in the year. It is very seldom possible to hold
them until after the September Quarterly Meet-
ing. But the month of October should be im-
proved to the utmost. As a rule the weather
is favorable. and the fine moonlight evenings
endble our friends in the country to thavel with
comfort. When the meetings are postponed
too late in the year, it is often. found that
rough, or wet, or severely cold wuathér in-
sures a thin attendance, and seriously injures
the anniversary. The Methodists of Leeds
set a good example to the Connexion by hold-
ing their ‘great annual meeting early in the
autungn. '

A missionary meeting is sure to suffer if too
many speakers be invited. In our jadgment
three full speeches are sufficient for dn ordimary
eveniug meeting. It has again and again hap-
pened that, owing to an overcrowded pro-
gramme, the speakers reserved for the latter
part of the meeting have really had no tim¢ to
say anytiiog. This has sometimes been the
case even with the deputations specially ap-
pointed to plead the cause of missions. The
half hour or more that is often expended to lit-
tlé purpose at the commencement of a meeting
would be invalable at its close. It is well on
every ground that laymea ll}quld take a place
among the speakers, and not leave all the work
to the ministers; and there are happily many
Methodist laymen so well able to plead for
this cause and so warmly atéached to it, that
there is no need to urge this point at any
length,

It has long been customary to invite the.pas-
tors of other Noncomformist Churches to aid
us on the missionary platform, and they have
responded to the invitatien with fraternal cor-
dislity. But it has occasionally happcned
that somie of the, more obscure Dissenting
Ministers have so far forgotten that it is re-
quired of Christiang to ‘‘be courteous” as
to take advantage of the opportunity to attack
our doctrines or our discipline. A man who
cannot be relied upon to abstaia from any such
gross and wanton outrage upon all decency
bad better not be invited. We cordially en-
dorse the suggestion that where possible a cler-
gymen of the Established Church should also
be asked to assist. Methodism has been compgl -
led to do so much in the way of protest against
Ritualism that there is a possible danger of for-
getting that many of the clergy are truly evap-
gelical as ourselves. We are far from wishing
to abate, in the least degree, Methodist opposi-
tion to the poisonous and soul-destroying errors
of high Anglican teaching. On the other hand
the friendship of our Connexion ought net to
be  narrow aud one-sided. We are already on
excellent terms with many of our Dissenting
brethren; if the clergy desire a closer rap-
prochement, our missionary meetings furnish an
excellent opportuaity for the manifestation of a
fraternal spirit. And for our own part, we
should rejoice to see it cultivated. On the mis-
sionary platform Christian union may become
8 blessed reality.

The smaller meetings frequently dispense
with the formality of resolutions, moved, sec-
onded and supported. But ome resoluiion, at
least, should be presented—namely, that which
appoints & committe and thanks the colleetors.
This should never be overlooked, far the mis-
sions need to be remembered iat other times
than the anniversaries. We have been present
at a small but very satisfactory meeting where
the only resolution was one of the above char-
acter. The Report is adifficult feature. Some-
times it has been too long, at others it has been
very slightly touchied; or even set aside altoge-
ther. Both of these extremes are mistakes.
Where a series of country meetings has to be
held in any circuit,'t.be,l:'spustion of a report
at once full and edncigy is worth the labour.
Sometimes the interestwyg _the Missionary So-
ciety may be served almost as well by a' state-
ment, if the spesker will be at the pains tofe
quaint himself suficiently with facts and details.
But 4 briet report is gencraliy preferable, and
isso easily prepsred that a meeting, even in
small country places, should not be left without
one. Missionary information is what is need-
ed, and nothing tends to secure bearty and in-
telligent support 50 much as this. Our mis-
sions plead their own cause when they are fairly
placed before a Christian audience. Speakers
will do well not to leave details of the work too
much to the report, however fall it may be;
many an earnest missionary speech would be
vastly improved by a few more wissionary facts.
One word to the collectors. It is a very
serious evil to leave the annual subscriptions till
the meeting is just at hand, and then to press
for them when three or four public collections
are about to follow. A collector who leaves
all to the last moment in this way inflicts posi-
tive damage upon the Society's revenue, aod in-
terferes —sometimes very much—with a sub-
scriber's enjoyment of the anniversary. We
will also take leave to remind local committees
that when a series of meetings has been decided
upon for a deputation, the arrangements should
be adbered to. Any departure from the pro-
gramme may involve great inconvenience to the
ministers travelling as the deputation, and some
heavy additional expense to the §ociety. For
exsmple, it has happened that some meeting
fixed for the middle of s deputation's work ‘has
beea given up, and the committge Have resolv-
ed to make their own arrangements, snd'hold




