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MOUNT TABOR.

IbTHovoHT I ixw Ibe ebosen three 
Who walked so oil with Christ below, 

Who saw in sad Gefbesroane,
Those crimson drops of woe ;

That from their living Ups I heard 
. The story of our risen Lord.

i ■ lib i.t <*
They talked to me of Taber’s steep,

How tenderly lie led them there ;
When weary, faint, they sank to sleep,

He kindt alone in prayer 
That while they slept strange visions camé. 
They thought the mountains all aflame.

They waked, and saw, with wondering eyes. 
What ne’er to other sight was given ;

He held communion with the skies.
Bathed in the light of heaven ;

“His face shone as the sun,” and lo !
" His raiment glistened white as snow.-’

They told me of the two who came 
On swiltest wing, at heaven’s behest- - 

Elijah, who on cloud of flame.
Ascended to his rest ; .

And Moses, who on Hereb trod.
And “ face to face” communed with God.

They told roe of their wondering fear.
When, pealing through the silent night. 

Came sounds so strange to mortal ear.
From yonder world of light ;

When God’s own voice proclaimed llis Son 
His well belovedi the Glorious One. 

irf i '
And then they ceased. Oh ! stay, I cried, 

Oh! linger yet,1 ye favored three.
And tell me more of him who died 

On that dear cross for me !
Tell me, what wonderous theme had they 
Who came on such high embassy ?

We know they spake of his decease.
The woe, the pain of Calvary ;

Yet on His brow the light of peace,
Still radiât, we could see—

That brow which shài pest thorns would bear 
That man a crown ol life might wear !

They spake of love too great and high.
Too deep and vast for us to know ;

But, ah ! we knew that he must die,
And this was greatest woe ;

We looked, and lo! the vision gone.
Our Jesus stood with us atone !

And did we still in Him behold 
The sunshine of the Father’s love ?

Was all that seemed of earthly mould 
Still radiant from above ?

And'was it precious thus to be 
Alone with such a friend as He ?

-L.ttini 'v
I questioned, but no voice replied.;

The answer to my heart was given ;
My path of life was glorified 

By this one glimpse of heaven ;
A light celestial round me shone,
While I with Jesus stood alone.

New Tar!;, Observer.

HALIFAX, N. S., WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 2. 1870. Whole No. 108

FAITH IMPUTED.

_r e«t
wees • •*

, It seems difficult, even for Christians, to re
alize the value of faith in the Gospel method of 
saving sinners. It is the one grand condition 
of acceptance with God, the mystic tie that 
unites the heart to Christ, the channel through 
which the life of God flows to the soul, and 
the foundation of all the virtues of the Chris
tian character. It is not strange, therefore 
that it should lie found mingling with all the 
prophecies, promises, and types of the Scrip
tures, and having much to do with the privile
ges and joys of the Christian life, as well as 
with the condition ol the soul in time and in 
eternity.

Among the many wonderful things predicated 
of faith in the Scriptures, is the f*ft that it is 
“ imputed tor righteousness.” But little is said 
in our current theology upon this point, and we 
have sometimes thought that the great idea of 
fbe inspired writers in relation to it is seldom 
grasped as clearly and forcibly as might be 
profitable. Perhaps this failure, if failure it 
be, is owing to the old abuse of the word “ im
pute,” which has had such a wide influence in 
shaping the terminology of the Churches. So 
much has been said about the imputation of 
wilt—meaning the imputation of Adam s sin to 
his posterity, and that in a sense which the Bi
ble does not warrant—that many hesitate to 
use the word in a proper sense, lest it be mis
understood. A thousand times, in the pulpit 
and in devotional ex erases, we may hear the 
unscriptural phrase, “ the imputed righteous
ness of Christ,” were we will not hear a single 
allusion to the imputation of ‘ * faith for right
eousness,” unless it becomes necessary to use 
the passages flf Scripture that contain the lan
guage. It must be that the mind of tbe Church 
has in some way wandered from the real idea 
ol the apostle in regard to imputation. .

Without entering upon a discussion of the 
doctrine of imputation, we wish only to remark 
that all God’s imputations are according to 
truth. He never imputes actions, good or bad 
to any except the persons who performed them. 
He imputes guilt to the guilty, and innocence 
to the innocent. There is in reality no com
prehensible sense in wbAit Adam's guilt is im
puted to his posterity, although the consequen
ces of it are entailed upon the race, and may 
be seen affecting every human soul, and pros
trating every human body to the dust of death. 
Neither is there any sense which ordinary 
mortals ran understand, in which the personal 
obedience of Christ is imputed to the oeliever 
for justification, or imputed to him at all. Our 
Christian brethren in tbe Calvinistie Churches, 
who speak so flippantly of the “ imputed right
eousness of Christ ” mean well enough, and 
doubtless have in mind a vague idea of some
thing which they intend to express by this lan
guage, but certainly they Jail to apprehend the 
Scriptural idea, and forget the antinomian ori
gin of the favorite phraseology. They proba
bly intend only to express their dependence on 
Christ, and to exclude the merit of their own 
Works, as the ground of acceptance ; and il 
this were all, the language might be innocently 
employed. Possibly it is because of this mod
ern and comparatively harmless use of the lan
guage, that it has been suffered to pass un

challenged to so great an extent. But still 
there always has been coupled with this expres
sion, in the books if not the minds of the peo
ple, an unscriptnral notion of the fall, and of 
the evangelical process of justification. Tbe 
idea does to some extent prevail that God ac
count* us guilty of Adam's sin, and that 
Christ's active obedience to the law is account
ed ours, or imputed to us. as if we had through 
him obeyed by proxy. Nor do we believe it 
possible to get rid ol this unscriptural notion, 
so long as the language which implies it is re
tained in the formularies of doctrine.

The time was when others besides Calvinists 
were influenced by the current phraseology. 
Mr, Y\ esley himself showed anxiety to retain 
the language, while he rejected the idea ; and 
.even the distinguished author of the “Institutes” 
leaned in the same direction. He .distinguished 
between tbe imputation pf guilt and the impu
tation ol the legal résulta of guilt. But the 
distinction is exceedingly fine. Far the better 
way is to abandon the unscriptural language at 
once, and to make more prominent the essen
tial doctrine of the “ imputation of faith for 
righteousness.” The first justification of Abra
ham, which occurred before the birth of Isaac, 
is the great illustration of God's method of 
justifying sinners, and strict adherence to the 
teaching of that striking example will save us 
from the numerous errors prevailing on the 
subject. Paul makes mreh of that example, 
and so should we. “ For if Abraham were 
justified by works, he . hath whereof to glory, 
but not before God. For what saith the Scrip
ture ? Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted unto him for righteousness. Now to 
him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of 
grace, but of debt. But to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the un
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” 
There is nothing here about the imputation of 
tbe righteousness of Christ, althoiijdi this is 
given by tbe apostle for the purpose of showing 
how it is that G oil justifies the ungodly, and 
imputes to them righteousness without works. 
The omission is remarkable, and can be ex
plained only on the supposition that rim idea of 
tbe imputation^)! Christ’s righteousness never 
gained possession of his mind. We hazard 
nothing in saying that Paul never eneountered 
either the language or the idea. The only im
putation he knew anything about, in connexion 
with the justification of sinners, was the impu 
tation of the believer's faith for righteousness. 
Hence, after enlarging on the justification of 
Abraham, and showing how he was constituted

the father of all them that believe,” lie re
turned to this great thought of the imputation 
of faith tor righteousness, apparently lor the 
purpose of insisting upon it as an example for 
all time and all men. “ He staggered not at 
the promise of God through unbelief but was 
stroog in faith, giving glory to God ; And being 
fully persuaded,Abat what he had promised, he 
was also able to perform. And therefore it was 
imputed to him for righteousness. Now it was 
not written for bis sake alone, that it was im
puted to him, but for us also, to whom it shall 
be imputed, il we believe on him that raise up 
Jesus our Lord from tbe dead, who was deliv
ered for our offênses, and was raised again lor 
our justification.”

But what is the real meaning of this lan
guage? It does not imply that faith is made the 
ground of acceptance, nor that any merit per
tains to it, but simply that the merit of Christ 
is appropriated. The law of God, broken by 
everv sinner, demands perfect obedience, but 
that cannot be rendered ; and through the sa
crificed death of Christ provision is made where
by faith in tbe Son of God can be accepted in
stead of obedience. This faith is accepted in 
lieu of obedience, and answers the purpose that 
obedience would have answered. Ferlect right
eousness would have secured justification ; faith 
accounted for righteousness does the same 
thing. It is a simple thing when understood, 
but in it is found tbe wisdom of God, and the 
power of God unto salvation.- Western Advo
cate.

mill, &c„ all in active operation. Tbe proprie- bis wound—how that on hi* return to hia own his spirt ual mother ; so he respectfully declined, morality, and have sometimes let our on ins, THE AUTUMN MISSION ARY MEETING S 
tors, Messrs. J. Sc W. Beatty and Co., who tribe, who dwelt in a lonely clearing, not often «he kind lady’s offer. So afterward he visited tereste drag to promote the interests of other*. | Methodists who are faithful to the calls of
are lessees of the timber limits, and owners of visited bv " strangers, be assembled bis people a learned minister ot bis own Chnrch, and ask- We submit to our brethren the question ol| ‘ ... '» ' 2.
tbe steamboat and lumber mills, are pushing for worship ot tbe true God on the first bab- ed the good pastor s ad vine in regard to study- entire devotion to the church, not because we ^ ^ _
merchants, anil good Methodists to boot. The bath, and continued so to summon them and ing for the ministry : but here he obtained no desire to apologize for anything our church haa
youngi f brother is an active tncmlwr of Parlia- teach them for six years, computing >he dawn encouragement at all. Now tbe friendless boy done, hut tor the sake of our future prosperity No’period UngenMemptoveil.
menton equally active local preacher, and a ’ of the Sabbath, Croso-like, by every seventh went to God, and while be was engaged in 1er- >Vo have a steadfast opposition to any cours»j nu, autumn brin in almost every circuit
sort of resident lord of the manor. Parry notch on the stick which was his only reckoner v**u( prayer the mail carrier knocked at the that would compromise the church with any j ^ mUskmmw meetings • in the small-
Sounil is not yet incorporated into any parlia- of tune. Another of our Church members had t*oor °* hi» closet and handed him a letter from party. There is no party whose objects hanuo- ,,r cirru;t, ,,x or m thc larger ones from
mentary or municipal district, and, so far, the been deprived of his ticket ol membership for a friend of his father, with an offer to assist him e;th those of the yhurcbe*. There is no 1 twtlve to twenty. These are so important, 
inhabitants have managed to live and thrive, ! some alleged irregularity—on tbe report of kis studied for the ministry. Thus the desire party that has the slightest claim to our sup- ^ath to the Society whose claims arc then org- 
without an election excitement, without a dram- ,sotoe subordinate agent—and so sorely did he »* h'» heart waa gratified, and be became one port any farther than its candidates and princi-i ej and to tbe circuits themselves, that wc shall
shop, and without a lawyer. ! regret its loss that be paddled his canoe nearly ol the most use!ul ministers of England. His j p|es conform of Christian lews. We are al-1 fed to ̂  qafta wi,hin our province to direct

The arrival of the steamer is the event a hundred miles to convince the missionary ot 1 m ^ * ways in peril when wo make politicans teel ! attention to their approach, and to offer some
of the week at Parry Sound, and about a fourth •>!* innocence, and to implore the coveted token du,> tu enter the ministry be should atnve to tblt we are under obligations to support them, j few mggtttioM „d tnendlv criticisms. If to

. . * !.. -  ..... . . • j—* . . . . .. ontne it 9 c tarn ! I fie Hi» anniilil et ri vi» h-aril tn «IU mi t _ 'M .. II    00 *of tbe entire population were on the wharf to ! of <’hurrh fellowship again. Tbe Christianity 
witness our landing.4 We are on the outskirts | wbit* Indians embrace brings other bless- 
of civilization. The little settlement is an oasis 1 in train. The whole of the Ojibbways 
in the desert?" Annies of stumps tell of recent an<1 Mohawks have ceased to be savages for 
clearing, and seem like unsightly mournçm over | many years. Some of them are highly iutelli- 
the fallen and doomed toresl. Clears prowl in gent, and one chief who was with us at the 
neighboring woods. Deer are caught within , camp-meeting has recently been appointed a 
two fields of the village. There are legends 0f ‘ magistrate.—Godliness is thus 41 profitable unto 
rattle-snakes which the eldest inhabitant tells, all things, having the promise of the life that 
For miles on miles the earth waits for man.' now w. and of that which is to come.*1 
meek under the knowledge that she is by-and- The Sabbath evening service was interrupt- 
bye to be 14 replenished and subdued.” ed bv heavy rain, but the rocks echoed back

The camp-ground is a most romantic spot the sound of praise tfnd prayer far into the 
about a mile from the village. It is a glade in night. At half-past seven on Monday morning 
the forest. Between it and the village is a ridge * the love feast began. W bites and Indians vied 
of rock some sixty leet high, its natural *4 wall j with each other in forwardness to testify lor 
and bulwark and below it a path slopes gent- j Christ. One fine old man, a superior chief, 
Iv to a small cove in the Sound where the boats from the Church of England Mission at Car
ol the Indians arc moored. As I first entered 
it, in the dusk of the evening, the scene was 
picturesque in the extreme. In the centre, at 
the lower end of tbe ground, was a large frame 
booth—: the preacher's stand- -from which a 
minister was addressing about 300 people. At 
the higher end, immediately opposite, stood a 
large wooden building, called tbe prayer-tent. 
All around, on either side, were tents of every 
size and shape, some of wood, some ot canvas, 
some ot the boughs of trees hung upon a skele 
ton frame, in which the Indians and others 
camped for the occasion. As we passed by the 
wigwams, perhaps an old squaw, withered 
with age, and*smoking strenuously die while, 
would lift up the canvas to have a better look 
at the stranger; or some bright little papoose 
would frame his face in the folds, and glance 
archly at the passer-by. Five ktr-/ ,*es blaz
ed upon the camp-ground, ra,?*ed on stage* 
about eight feet high. After the public service 
the whiles adjourned to the prayer-tent, and 
the Indians, two hundred of them, -athered in 
front of the preacher’s stand, and held a prayer- 
meeting among themselves. Deep devotion 
and intense fervour of spirit characterised this 
meeting. Some were in deep distress, and 
wailed plaintively for mercy. Others were so 
overcome by their emotions that they swooned 
aw*ty. Three or four were thus prostrated at 
one time. The exercises were continued far on 
into the night, ahd as in true brotherhood of 
worship the whites ever and anon sang out some 
song of Zion, and before it died away the In
dians took up the refrain, and in their own 
tongue joined in their “ strange hosannas”— 
their swarth laces lit up with radiance, and 
thrown into relief by thc blazing pine-knots 
which crackled in the evening air—there was a 
sight to charm a poet into rapture, and to con
strain from a Christian heart a burst of thanks
giving to God. 1 have seldom had preached to 
me a more inspiring sermon than when, on that 
fire-lit camp-ground.

A CAMP-MEETING AT PAKRY SOUND.

The following description of a Camp-meeting 
is from the pen of the Rev. W. M. PuNRHOX, 
M. A., and was written before his recent be
reavement :—

On Saturday, August 27, in company with 
several ministers and friends, I embarked at 
Collingwood on the steamer Waubuno,bound for 
Parry Bound, where a camp-meeting of W hit es 
and Indians was being held. The Georgian 
Bay, whose vast expanse stretched out before 

it is a mighty 44 arm” of Lake Huron, and 
is said to contain more than twenty* thousand 
slands of all sizes, many of them Rocky and 

desolate, but some fertile and exquisitely wood
ed. A sail of twenty-four miles brought us to 
a group ot islands named respectively 44 Hope.

Beckwith,” and 44 Christian”—embraced in 
our Church enterprise as the Christian Islands 
Mission. Here we took on board the mission 
ary, his family, and some ol bis flock. There 
is a neat church on the most thickly peopled 
island, and some eighty-five members are under 
the missionary's care. W ith thc exception of 
the keeper of the lighthouse, there are no 
other whites on tbe Island than the missionary’s 
family. About half a mile off is a small pagan 
village ; and here—almost secluded from so
ciety, save that of books and God ; hearing 
from the outer world but once a-week under 
the most favorable citcumutances ; obliged like 
tbe ant, to lay in food for tbe winter before the 
froai shall grasp and harden the water» ; travel 
ling often upon snow-shoes twenty miles across 
the ice to a distant 44 appointment,” and but 
poorly paid for all, at least in this world’s lu 
cre-the man of God livef and labors, with 
faith, endurance, and cheerfulness worthy of 
apostolic times.

For about twenty-two miks tbe -steamer 
threaded its way through a succession of islands 
which seemed interminable, and then we swept 
round a headland and entered a capacious 
sound, in which navies might float securely and 
with ample room. Nestled among the inlets 
lies the little village of Parry Sound, a thriving 
settlement of about three hundred inbabityits, 
where ten years ago was the barren wilderness 
and tbe primeval lorest. Christian enterprise 
haa been pririlegkl to found a prosperous com
munity here, with a grist mill, store, hotel, saw-

Tbe sounding aisles of the dim woods 
To the anthems of the free.

rang

The Sabbath day was an high day.” The 
breakfast hour was seven o’clock, and immedi- 
.tely afterwards small companies gathered, ac

cording to previous arrangement, in various 
tents, for prayer. The morning service was 
announced for ten o'clock, but before it com
menced six Indian babes received the rite of 
baptism, administered in their own language by 
the Rev. Allan Salt, a native minister. I als6 
baptized the child ol a white settler, and preach
ed to tbe people, in a cathedral of God’s own 
architecture, “ all the words of this life.” Mr. 
Salt followed with an extemporised translation 
of my sermon in the Ojibbwxy language. A 
brief interval for dinner, and the services were 
resumed. A brother preached to the whites,and 
I addressed the Indians, through an interpre
ter, of course. This preaching by proxy is 
hard work. A train that shuts off steam every 
minute does not make much headway. There 
were several pagan Indians from neighboring 
settlements on the ground, drawn irresistibly 
to the spot, and yet atraid, as the Christian In
dians said, to bring themselves under thc pow
er of the Word. A collection was made for 
the support of a missionary to the Indian 
tribes. Glancing round the audience, my eye 
had lighted upon a poor, ill-dressed afflicted, 
and somewhat uncleanly Indian, standing, like 
the publican, afar off. I was mentally contrast
ing him with many around him, aud wondering 
somewhat incredulously whether such as he, 
pagan as I deemed him, and stolid as he seemed 
to be, were likely ,.Y> be reached and rescued. 
The friends who made the collection were evi
dently ol my mind, for they bad passed him by. 
What was my surprise to see his gaunt jbrm 
stalking through the files of his eompanions.and 
Striding up to the pastor in charge, with a piece 
of money in his hand, which he offered as his 
contribution, with a smile which redeemed his 
homeliness into momentary beauty. And how 
much greater was the rebuke to mv unbelief, 
when, a few hours alter, this same man, having 
been some time under instruction, formally re
nounced paganism and its errors, and was bap
tized in the presence of the interested multitude 
in the name of the “ Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." Sir, the missionary 
work is not a failure. There are glorious at
testations to the power of Christ to save among 
these red men ot the forest, and through many 
hindrances arising both from eternal circum
stances and from peculiarities of national char
acter, there have been and there are examples 
among them of eminent piety, such as cannot 
be excelled by those who, under happier au
spices, are striving after the same life of holi
ness and love. Their eagerness after tbe 
Word, and their devoutness as they listened 
to it. are above all praise. I was told of a 
chief whom business had called to some mission 
station, where he heard words which pricked him 
to the heart, and other and following words 
which told him of a Saviour, and so stanched

den River, who was converted from paganism 
about three years ago, was especially earnest, 
and even eloquent in the witness which he bore 
for Jesus, and the faces of the Indians were a 
study as they sat and listened. T hey are not 
oomiuonly demonstrative. The same stoicism 
which in the times of the war-trail made them 
boast ol meeting death without the moving of a 
muscle, when he came in his most horrible 
forms, lingers about/them yet, so that they wear 
no tell-tale faces, and rarely go beyond the 
•' Ugh” of satisfaction and approval ; but the 
“ old man eloquent” touched tbe Springs both 
of laughter and tears. At the close ol the lovic 
feast 1 read the Sacramental service, and with 
the ministers present administered the Holy 
Communion in that foAist sanctuary—with the 
glad sun shining brilliantly making thc loaves, 
glossy with the recertt raio.to sparkle like spray 
of silver : and the fresh, healthful breeze ever 
andjanon shaking a shower.like a bright chrism, 
down upon the worshipers below. 1 doubt nof, 
in that hour, many vows of hsrnage wire sin
cerely breathed to heaven, anil that He “ who 
dwelleth not in temples made with bands” ac
cepted thc loving sacrifice. The camp-meet
ing closed with a ceremony which is called the 
“ Salutation.” It was. to roc, novel ; and in a 
certain way impressive. All. the persons on die 
ground formed in procession, two and two, .the 
ministers leading the people, and proceeded by 
the Indian choir. In this order they made the 
circuit of the ground, the choir singing “ I’m 
going home.”. When tbe two foremost reached 
tbe starting point of the march they stood still, 
and sbobk bands with all the others as they filed 
past, each couple standing in rank iu their 
tuVn, so that everybody on the ground gave the 
farewell greeting to everybody else. Hand
shaking en masse is notably in American Insti
tution, but I never before saw it managed in 
such a business-like way. It is the modern suc
cessor of the “ holy kiss," I suppose, with which 
“ all the brethren’’ were to he greeted. The 
sentiment underlying the symbol is bcautiitil, 
though the outward observance perhaps may be 
ranked amongst the *' imperfect means,” lor it 
requires an effort to feel"proper”at the moment, 
and leaves behind it rheumatic proclivities in 
the shoulder. Ol' the white people who filed 
before me I did not take the census, but I shook 
hands with one hundred anil fifty-nine Indians, 
including my friend the whilom pagan, to whom 
I very heartily wished God-speed. The steam
er started as.soon, as the camp-meeting closed, 
and, u il We had been apostles, they “ accom
panied ’jus to tbe ship,” and, as as we loosed off 
from the wharf, dismissed us with three ringing 
cheers.

enter it as well as he should strive hard to en
ter heaven, and he should pray foi the Lord’s 
guidance in the one case as well as he should 
pray for it in the other.

THE PENITENT ENCOURAGED.

“ If We confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins.” Immortal spirit, 
who readest thisjpromise, why tamest thou ? 
Why do you not cry out with transport, “ The 
Lord is faithful to pardon my sins. He has 
promised and He will do it. I will then con
fess them to Him day and night with tears. I 
will not give rest to my eyes till they have seen 
the salvation ol God.” Consider, it is because 
the Almighty js just that He will cleanse you 
from all sin. Yes, his Son, his only Son hàs 
satisfied divine justice for vow. The stroke 
aimed at yen has fallen upon hie innocent head. 
The heavenly victim, stretched upon the cross, 
has been devoured by the fire of that eternal 
vengeance which flamed against you. The 
odour oi (his all-perfect sacrifice has reconcikd 
that God who is a “ consuming fire” to the sin
ner. The blood of the new covenant-his flow
ed ;it has made a propitiation for your sin*. This 
blood, far from crying for vengeance like that 
of Abel, merits, demands, obtains for you re
pentance, faith, regeneration, and eternal life. 
God withholds the arm of the destroying angel 
until the precious blood has been sprinkled upon 
your soul. The holy Jesus, who fears lest you 
should perish in your impetmence, bastes to of
fer you life eternal. “ Behold," says He ** I 
stand at the door aud knock. If any man bear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
hint, and sup him and he with me.” He says to 
you by the mouth of tbe Apostle, that “He who 
hath the Son hath life.” He exhorts you by his 
servant David to “ kiss the Son lest he be an
gry, and you perish from the way.^f his wrath 
be kiudled but a little.” O reader, gratefully 
accept those kind invitations ; prostrate vow- 
self at tbe feet of tbe Son of God ; open the 
door of yonr heart to him, and cry incessantly 
“ Come in. Lord Jesus, come in." Confess 
your poverty, your sins, y our misery, until 
“ the kingdom of God is within you.” * Mourn,! 
till you are “ comforted “ hunger ahd thirst 
after righteousness" till you are satisfied ; and 
“ travail in birth till Christ be formed within 
you,” till being born of God, you “bear the im
age of the heavenly Adam,” as you have “borne 
the image of the earthly." I conjure you by 
the tender mercies, the bowels of compassion of 
your heavenly Father, which are moved in your 
favour, “ work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling, enter by the door into tbe sheep- 
fold, sell all to purchase the pearl of great price, 
count all things but dung and dross in compari
son of tbe excellency of the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ !” Let Him not go till He blesses 
you with that faith which sanctifies, and tbit 
sanctification “ without which no man shallAee 
the Lord."—Tice. John Fletcher.

OUR PECULIAR WORK.

They use us, seek our votes and sell us out 
when occasion requires, ne most not permit 
any set of office seekers to command us. The 
office seeker of to-day may be the tyrant of to
morrow. A minister degrades himself when his 
hands are used to pull the cbesnuti of other 
people out of the fire.

We have before us the noblest work to which 
men were ever called : and tbe grandest oppor
tunities. God has given us a rich heritage, 
and reason aud faith .demand that we should 
not let it run to waste. The dignity and power 
of the pulpit depend upon its independence, and 
it cannot be independent and at the same time 
be mixed up with all sorti of outside associ- 
ciations. We firmly believe that if the eight 
thousand ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church were to devote themselves, soul and 
body, with perfect sell abnegation and entire 
consecration to their peculiar work of soul-sav
ing that there would follow such a revival as 
never has been seen in tnoderq times. There 
is enough before any minister of Jesus Christ jto 
call out all hi# strength every day. Such a de
votion is always effective, and most generally 
receives the approval of tbe noblest and best

Tbe Methodist Church owes it to berselt to 
be carAul in the use ot her means, and not te 
compromise her good name with any merely 
moral or*f>olitical organization. While our 
people are' free to act as oilmens as, they may 
choose, only obeying the laws faay Christ, 
we may be sure that as ministers we »ive 
quite enough to 4» in preaching the gospel and 
visiting from house to house. Absorbed i» 
our own work we would soon pee tbe effects it 
the higher spiritual life of our members, and i* 
the revivals which would attend our ministra
tions. We would be glad W see a general 
awakening, a revival that would effet millions 
of seuls, and believe the surest way to that re
sult is the entire consecration of tbe ministers 
of Christ to their peculiar, work. And this 
work is above all others, transcendent, sublime 
and ennobling, challenging the respect of men 
and the approbating Ot God.

I

' THE SALARY OF MINISTERS. j

There are in the Untied States about sixty• 
one thousand ministers of all denominations. 
Their average salary per annum is computed to 
be about seven hundred dollars. This would 
make $22,700,000 annually paid by the Ameri
can Churches in clergymen’s salaries. If w« 
assume each clergyman to represent three per
sons, a wife and two children, making four iq 
all. weJiave then 244,000 persons to be sup
ported out of this salary fend, and this gives 
just $176 to each one. The average salary of 
three-fourths of tbe ministry is less than $600, 
aud this materially reduces the average per head 
to each member of their families. In cities 
and large villages ministerial salaries general
ly stand at a fair rate of liberality, especially 
ill file wealthier congregations. Yet this class 
represents but a small fraction of the whole, 
When taken in connection with the whole, so as

the mature experience of any of our readers 
some of these suggestions appear trifliag, let 
them remember the dictum of the great artist, 
that trifles constitute perfection, and that^per- 
fection is no trifle. It is by minute attention 
to detail that the efficient working of our Con- 
nexional organisation is best secured

These meetings should not be bold too laic 
in the rear. It la very seldom possible to hold 
them until after the September Quarterly Meet
ing. But the month of October should be im
proved to the utmost. As a rule the weather 
is favorable, and the fine moonlight evenings 
enable our friends in the country to ftavel with 
comfort. When the meetings are postponed 
too late in the year, it is often, found that 
rough, or wet, or severely cold wvathtr in
sures a thin attendance, and seriously injures 
the anniversary. The Methodists of Leeds 
set a good example to the Connexion by hold
ing their great annual meeting early in the 
autniqn.

ni i j— ,_
A missionary meeting is sure to suffer if too

many speakers be invited. In our judgment 
three full speeches are sufficient for An ordinary 
evening meeting. It has again and again hap
pened that, owing to an overcrowded pro
gramme, the speakers reserved for the latter 
part ot the meeting have really had no time to 
say anything. This has sometimes been the 
case even with the deputations specially ap
pointed to plead the cause of missions. Tbe 
half hour or more that is olteo expended to lit- 
tle purpose at the commencement of a meeting 
would be invalu tble at its close. It is well on 
every ground that laymen should take a place 
among the speakers, and not leave all the work 
to the ministers ; and there are happily many 
Methodist laymen so well able to plead for 
this cause aud so warmly attached to it, that 
there is no need to urge this point at any 
length. ,

It has long been customary to invite the.pas
tors of other Nonconformist Churches to aid 
us on the missionary platform, and they have 
responded to the invitation with fraternal cor
diality. But it has occasionally happened 
that some of tbe. more obscure Dissenting 
Ministers have so far forgotten that it is re
quired of Christian# to “be courteous” as 
to take advantage of the opportunity to attack 
our doctrines or out discipline. A man who 
cannot be relied upon to abstain from any such 
grots and wanton outrage upon all decency 
had better not be invited. We cordially en
dorse the suggestion that where possible a cler
gymen of the Established Church should also 
be asked to assist. Methodism has been compel - 
led to do so much in the way of protest against 
Ritualism that there it a possible danger of for
getting that many of tbe clergy are truly evan
gelical as ourselves. We are Car from wishing 
to abate, in the least degree, Methodist opposi
tion to the poisonous and soul-destroying errors 
of high Anglican teaching. On the other hand 
the friendship of onr Connexion ought not to 
be narrow and one-sided. We are already on 
excellent terms with many of our Dissenting 
brethren ; if the clergy desire a closer rap-

WALKIXG BEFORE GOD.

How important is the daily remembrance 
“ that all our way u are before God !" that every 
act, every thought, every desire, every word is 
registered by conscience as vicegerent, and 
laid up in his book of remembrance ! Well 
would it be for us if we walked less before men 
and more “ before God,” if in secret, in busi
ness, at home, and abroad, we heard the so
lemn voice—“ I am the Almighty God ; walk 
before me, and be thou perfect.” We may be 
unrepruvable in the sight of men, while it is a 
mere artificial walk, grounded upon base ex
ternal principles—a “walking after the flesh1 
not before God.—Bridges.

I was, to appearance, more usetul in saving 
souls when I was younger, knew less, and had 
more limited means than 1 now have. This 
diminution ot success has tried me ; but this‘also 
1 have cast upon God, and I wait for his appear
ing. I trust, if the Lord will, that roy next 
appointment may set me among a more sympa
thising people. The people here will not—no, 
they will not—stir toward the land of perfect 
love. Trade is in a miserable condition. The 
poor are distressed for bread, and the^wealth- 
ier are not thoroughly on the Lord's side. The 
modern system of being members without meet
ing in class, of being on the plan without 
preaching, and of expecting deference fora do- 
nothing sort of patronage, is trying hard to 
grow here. I bate it—have set my face against 
it—and bave laid hands upon it. We have 
just dropped the name of one such from the 
plan, it has |tirred his ire ; woujd rather it had 
brought him to repentance.—Coleys Li/e of 
Collins.

“ I WANT TO BE A MINISTER.”

More than a eenturv ago there lived in Eng
land an orphan boy with promising talents, who 
often said, “ I want to be a minister but hav
ing no money to carry out the great desire of 
his heart, his youthful spirit was often bowed 
to the earjli by disappointed hope. Once 
wealthy lady offered to pay tbe expenses at 
school if he would study and become a minister 
in her Church ; bnt the boy loved the Church 
of his fathers, and could not be induced to leave

\

The conviction is gaining strength in the 
hearts of many ministers of the gospel, that 
more can be done for society, and for the 
church, by an earnest end persistent adherence 
to the peculiar work of the church, in her own 
methods, than by dividing our hearts and minds 
in giving time and strength to moral reform, 
societies. On this point we have, for some time, 
thought with much interest,and watched the cur
rent of events to see if any facts would enable 
us to decide with more accuracy a question so 
important. Ministers of tbe gospel are gener
ous and unsuspecting,and clever men can easily 
persuade them to enter almost any public ser
vice that promises good to their fellow men. A 
pastoral charge is one of the grandest fields of 
labor any man ever held. It is enough to call 
out all the power there is in man, to awaken 
all the sympathies of hia heart and absorb every 
resource ot his nature. He cannot seek other 
avocations merely to get employment, for if bis 
congregations be Urge he cannot sufficiently at
tend to its wants, and if it be small his best 
energies should be given to building it up. In 
this great work all bis resources of mind and 
body are necessary. He needs every hour for 
his sacred studies. Pastoral visiting is the 
most potent force ever employed to increase, 
control, and unite a congregation, and it is the 
very best pulpit preparation any man ever 
tried. Tbe exacting demandsA>f city life con
sume many valuable hoars of the minister’s 
time, and if he consents to give his time to every 
call he will soon havffflo.time either lor study
ing or visiting.

We believe that the church has too long been 
the waiting maid of reform instead of the lead
er and master of every movement for tbe ele
vation of man. There is definiteness and force 
in the church ; there is only a kind of roiscel- 
Uneous good in moral reform organizations, 
Take for instance temperance, and we believe 
that there is no power against intemperance 
equal to the pulpit and the church. A minister 
can do more for temperance in leading sinners 
to Christ and in preaching against tbe sin ot 
drunkenness and the crime of liquor selling 
than by joining a half dozen temperance soci
eties, and spending half his time in attending 
their meetings. We do not say that he should 
not, on appropriate occasions, fully commit 
himself to any outside work that can be essen
tial to the safety ot bis people. He most not 
be indifferent te public wants and moral reform, 
but he must not allow heart and mind to be di
vided about these things. Our church has been 
most generous in the use of its strength lit the 
furtherance of public interests. We have been 
in the front of evey real battle fought for true

to make the general average, we have about >prtcAemaUf our mUsionary meeting, furnish an
$700 fqr each minister, or $175 per head for 
ministers’ families on tbe basis of four persons 
to each family. f

These figures conclusively show that the Am
erican clergy, considered as a class are doomed 
to be poor 4ien. Their salaries will not more 
than suffice to pay their current expenses. With 
comparatively few exceptions,they must consume 
what they earn as tail as they earn it, area with 
the most rigid economy, and this gives them no 
opportunity to lay by any surplus for the period 
ef sickness or old age. They, need something 
for the purchase of books, and are expected to 
live in a better style than would fit die condi
tion of the common laborer.

As a class, they possess at least as much ta- 
ent and learning as either of the other learned, 
professions, aad have spent as much time and 
money in preparing themselves for the work ; 
yet their .profession, estimated by iu emelu-, 
ment», promises at best merely a competency 
for the time being, with the prospect of abso
lute poverty and want the moment they are un 
able to pursue it. Old ministers and broken 
down ministers are notoriouriy not in demand 
in the Church market, and hence they are 
turned off as obsolete concerns tor younger and 
more vigorous men. generally with no accumu
lated saving, and without the ability to help 
themselves in other ways. Neither the local 
Churches nor the respective denominations 
have as yet made any adequate provisions for 
the wants of their.disabled ministry. They be
gin by payingismall salaries, sod then when 
these salaries cease in the case of those who do 
not die soon enough, they leave ministers to 
shift for themselves as best they may.

This state of things works like a practical 
hardship, and [it is such, serving to make the 
American pulpit uninviting to new incumbenU. 
It sets before the young men of tbe Church tbe 
general prospect of permanent povety if they 
enter the ministry. We do not suggest that 
preaching should be so largely paid as to be
come a grand system lor money making ; yet 
nothing is clearer than that the average salary 
of ministers in this country is at a disgracefully 
low mark. The profession is not remunerated 
in proportion to tbe value of iu services, nor 
in any due proportion to the ability of the 
Church.—Brooklyn Union.

Pkot. xîv. 10.—A good man lying on bis 
bed of sickness, and being asked—which wi 
the mom comfortable days be ever knew ? tried 
out—" O give me my mourning days ; give me 
my mourning days again, lor they were the 
joytuleet days that I ever had.

excellent opportunity for the manifestation of a 
fraternal spirit. And for our own part, we 
should rejoice to see it cultivated. On tbe mis
sionary platform Christian union may become 
a blessed reality.

The smaller meetings frequently dispense 
with the formality ot resolutions, moved, sec
onded and supported. But cm* rose Union, at 
least, should be presented—namely, that which 
appoints a commute and thanks the collectors. 
This should never be overlooked, fur ÿe mis
sions need to be remembered at other times 
than tbe anniversaries. We have been present 
at a small but very satisfactory meeting where 
tbe only resolution was one ol the above clpir- 
acter. The Report it tf‘8,nlt feature. Some
times it has been too long, at others it has been 
very slightly touched, or even set aside altoge
ther. Both of these extremes are mistakes. 
Where a series of country meetings has to be 
held in any circuit, tbeLrreparation of a report 
at once fell and e*nclu»*”>» worth tbe labour. 
Sometimes tbe intereeW* .the Missionary So
ciety m»v be served almost as well by a state
ment, if the speaker will be at the pains Vflkc 
quaint himself sufficiently with facts and details. 
But a brief report is generally preferable, and 
is so easily prepared that a meeting, even in 
small country places, should not be left without 

Missionary information is what is need
ed, end nothing tends to secure hearty and In
telligent support so much as this. Our mis
sions plead their own cause when they are fairly 
placed before a Christian audience. Speakers 
will do well not to leave details of the work too 
much to the report, however fall it may be ; 
many an earnest missionary speech would be 
vastly improved by a few more missionary facts.

One word to the collectors. It is a very 
serious evil to leave tbe annual subscriptions till 
the meeting is just at band, and then to press 
for them when three or four public collections 
are about to follow. A collector wbo leaves 
all to the last moment in this way inflicts posi
tive damage upon tbe Society's revenue, and in
terferes —sometimes very much—with a sub
scriber’s enjoyment of the anniversary. We 
will also take leave to remind local committees 
that when a series of meeting» bas been decided 
upon for a deputation, tbe arrangements should 
be adhered to. Any departure from tbe pro
gramme may involve great inconvenience to the 
ministers travelling as tbe deputation, and some 
heavy additional expense to the Society. For 
example, it has happened that some meeting 
fixed far the middle of a deputation’# wort has 
been given up, and the committee have resolv
ed to their own arrangements, sod bold

I


