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other nations put together. It may be that some of the ideals
of these societies may under present conditions be entirely
beyond practical realization. I care not for that. I say that
the purpose is good, and I count among the great agencies
which shall influence the opinion of the world those socicties
and the great work of a society like this. Because, believe me, |
though we may speak as much as we like of the influence of l
democracy, of the possibility of peace-keeping leagues of na-
tions, the fulure peace of the world must rest upon one firm
basis, and one firm basis alone—and that is the public opinion
of the world.

The Guide to Our Goal

“The organized life of this nation and of the Dominions
of the British Empire rests, in the final analysis, upon the
public opinion of the people. It is upon that that our national
life and our national institutions rest. And so, when we speak
of organized leagues of the nations—and no one would welcome
more heartily than I would all organized efforts for that purpose
—1I hold that in the community of the world, as in the com-
munity of any national life, there must be the public opinion
which will command the peace of the world, and that it cannot
be commanded in any other way. And so I hope that this war
will inspire war-weary humanity with an earnest and purposeful
effort to bring about that peace. Because I do not conceal
from you my own conviction that unless the democracies of
the world can find some means by which war on so gigantic a
scale, with such awful results to humanity, can be avoided in
the future, then the existing social order cannot last. But
on what, after all, does democracy rest? The ideals of demo-
cracy, the purpose of democracy, the result of democracy, must n
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