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lition Governments.

(H’riﬂm for “Progress™)

In lis speech at the barquet recently
given to cur New Brunswick Pcemier, it
was intimated by that gentleman thet his
was a * Coalition Government.” It will be
my 2im in this ertizle to show the meaning
of tkis term end ¢t the same tuce express
surprise {hat a leader of a government
should not know better, and also to show
him 1hat tLis is by no means & **Coalition”
as historically, if not constitutionally under-
stood. Before annalyzing the compositon
of the present government, collectively and
individually, I will give my reacons for
dissenting to tke Premier’s statement, and
why his Council is rot a coalition, but
rather of a composite formation and with-
out any.distinctive mark or claim to s party
appelifition.
Wherever Coalition governments bave
, ‘been formed in any British Legislature,
they have been the ontcome of great pub-
lic questions, about which the opposing
parties msy bave long disagrced—such as
the English Reform Bill, Cath lic E i

sibly sgree, such as tormed the staple
articles of their political faith imbibed by
them from sire to son. (Ths corn law
question may be hera mentioned as an
example )

There hava been no ““coalitions” of auny 4
great moment ia the imperial government
since those mentioned. DParties have
strictly maintained their distinctiva affili-
ations and sides throughout. What some
persons miy bave thought to be ‘‘coali-
tions” do not come under this cognomen,
whatever the resemblance may have been.
It dces not follow that because the Duke of
Wellington took up the cry and embodied
it in tangible form on the side ot Catholic
Emancipation, that in joining with his
parliamentary opponents to carry & mea-
sure he had always bitterly opposed, that
it was necessarily a coalition, no matter
how many of h's old followers went over
with him. To constitute what is called &
coalition both opposing parties must agree
in to foom a Ministry upon well

pation, Abolition of Slavery, Repeal of
the Corn Laws, and of late the iish Home
Rule Bill—and with regard to these Pro-
vinces, reference will be made hereafter.
Now the above were very great questions,
and the whole pation took & moat active
part in the discuesions, particularly in tke
Prets, upon party lies, for and agairst;
and, although there wereno resultant
coalitions in tte House of Commons in order
to their passage as the measures came up,
the object now in this mention is to show
what really constituted grounds and justi-
fications for such amalgamations. **Coali-
tions” are not advisable although some-
times unavoidable, but never furn out suc-
cessfully for dirintegration isalmcst sure to
follow preconceived prejudices ater a time,
as will presently be shown by historical
references. Prcbably no two men, as
Parlismentary leaders, stood in graater
antagonism 1n the House of Commons,dur-
ing the latter part of the last century, than
Charles James Fox and William Pitt, the
former a8 Whig and the other a Tory. Upon
8 great burning question coming before Par-
liament in 1780, on which both were in ac-
cord theze two great antagonists united
their forces and formed a ‘‘Coalition
government.” Again, at a subsequent
date a measure brought down by the
Sbelburne  Ministry for settling terms
of peace between England and
¥rance, war between which powers
bad  just terminated, was stoutly
opposed by Fox and Lord Nortb, two
leaders who had always occupied hostile
camps but who on this occasion ‘‘saw eye
to eye,” and that the measure if carried
would only result in a ceseation of hostilities
for the time being, and would soouer or
later break out afresh and the sparks for
- kindling the flame wculd be contained in
several items of the treaty now proposed. A
coalition was accordingly formed between
the torces of these two great leaders to
defeat the Bill. That ‘‘coalition” called
forth at tle time much disapprobation.
It may have been ill-judged ; and tbe re-
sult skowed that the parties bad not formed
a correct estimate of the public opition
* which was an important fectcr in the pro-
blem to be solved. But then the peculiar
circumstances of the case were cfiered by
their respective friends as grounds of
justification. But as in the Fox ard Pitt
iurion ot parties for the purpcse cf carry-
ing or deteating certain measures, so with
this last *‘coalijon” they both feil to
pieces sfter tue cenvictione of their first
love returned to tiem, and esch saw in the
future, questions 1) .ely to come vp in Par-
lianent, upon wixh tLey - could not pos-
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defined principles, and p in measur-
es well uncerstood for the best intereats of
the country, although the spots of the leop-
ard may remain unchanged. Thesamere-
mark will apply to Sir Robert Peel and the
old Corn Laws which he slways upheld,
but was compelled by force of public opin-
jon, to introduce ard overthrow, even the
very measures so long disputed by his ap-
ponents such as Cobden ard Bright. The
same may be raid with reference to Mr.
Chamberlain’s recent turn over. 1t does
not follow that the Salisbury Government is
a ‘‘coalition,” because certain leacing radi-
cals from{the other side have been taken
into it. Mr. Chamberlsin broke loore
from his old party ties becaute he could
not agree; with his chieftain’s, ¢*Home
Rule Bill { for Ireland.’ He and Lord
Hartington (zow Duke of DNevonshire)
joined the Salisbury Govirnment, because
both eices hed all along been “‘pnonists,”
not because both had differed, ard now
united for tke purpose of carrying or de-
feating)za particular measure. But in
any case, the old opinions which each
patty holds upon very vital issues will
come up in time [and the old land marks
be rebabilitated. We now return to the
direct sutject iteelf in regard to what con-
stitutes{a ¢*Coa'ition Gevernment” in the
true meaning of the term.

In or about the year 1842 a Coalition
Government was formed in Nova Scotia.
The party in power led by Mr. Attorney
General Johnston, called *the family com-
pact”—that is the Tory party, as then de-
signated—was invoinerable to all argu-
ments brought to bear against their doc-
trines snd practices by the reform party.
Those were tte days of political and tamily
exclusivencss. Right or wrong, there was
no dislodgirg the party—they had been en-
trenched in their strongholds from the first
set tlement of the Province, while the Legis.
Jature was like a foreign body to them. But
the opposition led by Mr. Howe was diily
gathering numbers and streng'h in the
country, atd it now became evident to Mr.
Johnston, that his fort was doomed and
capituletion must soon follow. Lord Falk-
land was the Governor (a counterpart ot
our Governor Gordon both lacking under-
standing and common senze ia the dis-
charge of their executive duties.) The
English Goverrment sent out Mr. Paulet
Thomson, afterwards Lord Sydenham,—
one of their rumber—as a pacifizator, and
to bring about barmony batween the con-
terding partics, if posible. The leaders of
the opposit:on—Messrs. Howe, Unriacke,
McNab—were itvited by Mr. Thomson t>
meet him and the Jobhnston leiders at
Government Hcuse. This mee'ing result-
ed in an agrcement, to form a “Co-
elition & Goverrment” and the three
opposition  memters just menticned,
entered ‘Lord Falkland's Cabinet, but it
wis like an attempt to cement iron and
clay—there being r o adhesive qualities (the
radical and tory elements still remained) tor
the machinery in & year or to fell to pieces,
and the” war re-commenced with more vir-
ularce than ever. In afew yesrs efter this
the 1Hlowe party became victorious at ths
polls and the strength ot the old Tory party
was brcken forever. So much then tor the
first_Colorial Coalition.

In New; Brunswick precicely the same
political} principles hzd been at work for
upwards of forty years. L. A. Wiimot and
Charles Fisher were Reform leaders, while
Robert{L. Hazen, John Ambrose Street and
others of that ilk beld ths reirs ot:{govern-
ment with as rigid bards as those who
did so0) in {Nova Scotis. In 1845,
or about that time, inducements were held
out by the governing party to bring the
liberal leaders into their fold. The offer
of Attorney General was the bait held out
to Mr. Wilmot, & scatin the Cabinet to

Mr. Fisterand likswise the same to Alr.
George Stilmsn Hill of Charlotte, Alas
the trap sprung and our best men were
caught, and the Liberal party recoived &
rude shock and was thrown back tor sever-
al years longer, but not killed, for it re-
covered new strength and came out on top
as the Howa party didin a few years after-
wards. This “*Coalition” like its mongrel
sister in the other Provincs likewise came to
grief.. Pariy lines wara to> well-de fined
in those days fo: leaders of either side to
step across withou!, tripping up. The elec:-
orat: was compasad of mn of fixed prin-
ciples—not one thiog to day aud another
to-morrow—and knew the full meaning of
«sCoalition Governm ents” and were anxions
to avoid them altogether. .
Again, in 1865, our friends in Canada
were desirous of bringing sbout Confeder-
tion of the North American Provinees.
Their leading men—such as Sir Jobn A.
McDonald, George Brown; and in Nova
Scotia, Sir Charles Tupper, Adams Archi-
bald ; aud in New Brunswick, Sir Leonard
Tilley, Peter Mitchell, Jobn H. Gray—
men who had always been of opposite pol-
itical opinions in their raspactive Legisla-
tures ; but upon this question all could frat-
erniz3, and they succeeded in their desires.
From that time forward for many years the
elements composing the old respective
political schools of thought, formed what
may be called a ‘coalition,” the Tory
party always prepon derating in numbers
and influsnce in the successive Cabinets.
Like the chsmeleon wtich recei its
color from tte bark of the tree upon which
it feeds, so with the Liberal party, its old
complexion was altogether changed,—even
at the present moment,—for there has
been ro true Literalism since it
broke ranks at the time of Confederation.
Certainly no staunch member of the old
Liberal party can call & government like
the present one liberal, that embraces men
who had always opposed liberal principles !

Having thus given a few historical in-
stances to show what in our opinion con-
stitutes a coalition government, we now ask
the reader to compare the cases mentiored
with Mr. Emmerson's interpretation of the
term, when he says (as per the St. John
Giobe of December 3, 1897) *‘the govern-
ment is coalition, and we have no desire to
ssil under false colors.” This is mere by-
perbole.

Tn order to prove that his craft will stand
good—A No 1 at Lloyd's—the premier will
have to produce a bstter showing than this
as to the nationality of his flag. Before he
can expect to obtain a register he
will berequired to answer the following
questions :

How long has his craft been on the high
seas? Who was her former skipper, snd
did he understand his business? Did he al-
ways keep in deep water P Is the present
commander a man of experience and cap-
able of navigating a vessel in stormy
weather ? How many new planks and pat-
ches bave been put into the hull within tho
last dozen years? Isshe water tight and
in no way leaky? What's her ordinary
rate of speed? Does she mind her helm
well? Did she eversail under any other
flag than that of ‘‘coalition”? How long is
shs likely to continue sea-worthy ? These
and such like questions must be answered
sa'istactorily before a certificate for “good
sailing qualities can be granted to our
Premier and that his vessel is not sailing
under false colors. For the present how-
ever he might as wall tell us that because
his governm2nt is male up of men of
different religious denominations—Bup-
tists, Methodists, Roman Catholics—it
must necessarily be a ‘‘Free Church” gov-
ernmen’, as to say that becaute one man
professes to ba a liberal acd another a
conservative—even it there be six of
ona perty and half a dcz:n of another—it
must bs a ‘‘coslition”—or atk us
to believe that a man’s looks pro-
chim his nationality, his ficanciel
standipg, or the langusge ke speaks ! Does
it folow because a member of the gov-
ernment says he is a Liberal, or a Conser-
vative, that makes him one? Wtat is
the ground of faith upon which he
plants his stardard? Is heto be judged
by tke party vote he casts, or by Lis pro-
fession, or by his shonting at e.ection
times ? If a man's politics are to b judged
by any of these signs then we havea motley
combination of ideas with regard to the
sterling principles of public men. Ths
Premier is not soignorant but must know
that & man miy be a Liberal today and a
Conservative tomorrow. Liberal mem-
bers of his government were Conser-
vative not very long ago, but are now
Liberals: (using the terms in their
vitiated sense)-—the same can be said ot
the Dominion Cabinet. but is that Cabinet
called a coalition? In this Province,
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Both men and women are apt to feel a litﬂgp
blue, when the gray hairs begin to show: It's

a very natural feeling.

In the normal condition:

of things gray hairs belong to advanced. age. '
They have no business whitening the head of
man or woman, who has not begun to go

down the slope of life.
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the hair turns gray regardless of age, or of
life's seasons ; sometimes it is whitened by
gickness, but more often from lack of care.
When the hair fades or turns gray there's no
need to resort to hair dyes. The normal color
of the hair is restored and retained by the use of
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however, every member of the government
i8 & coalitiyn in himsslf, mere shooting
stars continuslly fl'tting from one quarter
of the mderial heavens to another, and far
from having the character of fixed stars, but
belonging to the minor constellations.
Bat again, what have been the great politi-
cal principles out of which has been ev-
olved Mr. Emmerson's Cabinet thathe
should call it a coalition—coal'tion for
what purpose—to carry what measures for
the good of the country ; aud who are the
able men on both sides whom he considered
it necessary to make choice to assist him in
his gigantic struggle to carry these wonder-
ful measures? On the contrary, were sev-
eral of his colleagues ever heard of political-
ly and publicly before they were taken into
what he calls his ‘*‘coalitior,” and
how does this medley compare n structure.
with the historical facts above given ?
To sum up—the present Government is
a mere piece of mosaic made of political
cdds acd ends, of no standard political

faith whatever—mere itinerants, whose
needs control their principles—they stick
up forthe side of the bread best buttered ;
and this is what Mr. Emmerson calls a
+«Coalition Government.”

CONSTITUTIONALIST.
Frederiction, Dic. 23, 1897.

.Lefg her in Doubt.

She— You must forgive me for being 8o
unentertaining to-night, Mr. Sweetly; but
I've had such a cold all day, and I'm al
ways 8o stupid when I have a cold.

He (wishing to be gallantly consolatory)
Well, I sssure you I should never have
noticed that you bhad the least cold !

Tit for tat,

+So you want my daughter ?’

‘I do.*

‘Have you any money P

‘A little. How high do you quote her ?*

Then they glared at each other in silence
tor a minute, and all reference to financial
matters was eliminated {rom there conver-
sation after that.
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DAIRY, HOUSEHOLD
AND FARM

PROMPT BHIPMENT GUARANTEED

CANADA SALT ASSOCIATION
CuLinTON, DNT.

DISEASES
INCURABLE
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no skin
disease
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or_ [ \Wanted--The address of
B every sufferer in America

The Nyassan Medicine Co, Truro, N, §.
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Prize Beef,etc

Heifer taking Jubifee Priz2 and Sweepstakes at
Guelph, Oot, Fat Cattle show.

First prize steer in close compejition with Heafer.
Also 8 rs averaging 1000 l1bs 5

A very large snd cyrefully selected stock of
Poultry, Poik, . Rousters, Lerd and Buet,
Prairie Hens, Quaf', o

Calery, Lettuce and Snowfl Above
will be on exlibisien oa and after. Dec.

THOMAS DEAN
Oitv Market.

OPERA HOUSE

New Years Day, Jan. 1, 1898.

2 PERFORMANCES ONLY.
MATINEE snd EVENING.

BOSTON......--

Comedy GO.

H. PRICE WEBBER, Manag2".

Matinee at 2.30 p. m.
Ko'zsbue's beaut:ful play, the

STRANGER!

Evening at 8. p. m.
H. J. Byron's Drams, the

Lancashire Lass.

THE POPULAR ACTRESS,

EDWINA GREY,

dbys pet
will appear.

HARRISON’S ORCHEsSTRA, M. L.
rison .eader, will furnish appropriate masic.

Admission Entire Orchestra, Dress
Circle and Balcony, all seats reserved,
25c; Gallery 15c¢.

EASTLARE ™
STEEL SHINGLES!

SHOWS ONE SHINGLE.

These Shingles have been on the Canadisn Market
:wel've years, and have : ever failed to give satis~
action.

They are abrolutely FIRE, LIGHINING and
STORM PROOF, besides being very ornamental
and easily spplied

Write for Catalogue.

METALLIC ROOFING CO (Limitea)

So'e Makers, 1370 King St , West, Tcronto, Ont.

_Q«NA‘DMN
» DACIFIC KY.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S

EXCURSIONS.

‘To all points in Ci East of and including
Port Arthur, Sault Ste. Marie and Detroit at

ONE WAY FARE FIR THE ROUND TRIP

TO GENERAL PUBLIC December 21t to_Jan-
nnrv_lgt.‘lsns inclusive, good to return until Jaru.
ary Tk, s

““T0 BOSTON, MASS.

FOR GENERAL PUBLIC Tickets on sale Dec=
emter 21st, to 81st, inclusive, good to return until
January 9th, 1898, at 10 {0 each.

FOR tTUDENIS AND TEACHERS on pies-
entation of "chool Vacation Certificates, tickets on
sale Dec. 21st to 813k, good to return until Jan. 17th

1898 at $10 60 encn. .
D. MoNICOLL, A.H. NOTMAN,
Pass. Traffic Mgr., . Dist. Pass. Agent,
8¢ Joln, N. B

Montreal.

LADIES ~-—
* EVERYWHERE.. ..

Admire the NEW COSTUME FABRIOS
for *97, !d.by!.ho......,.....,’. ;
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