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CIRQULAR LETTER,

To the Churches composing the Western New Brunswick Baptist
Association,

DxAR BRETHREN 1N CHRigro Oup object in this lettor is, fitst, the glory of God ;
mvand second, your highest spiritual welfare.  We address You, therefore, this
year, on the following subject, viz, 1
Oarnal atmusements mcompatible with the Christian réligion, :
¥ Dead in trespasses ang 8in,” is the fearful condition of every soul before
being raised to spiritual life by the almighty power of God; therefore, to desire
or have any capacity whatever, for spiritual pleasures while in that state, is
utterly impossible, Carnal pk and eamnal amusementy to the most un-
limited degree, are the chief and: only i of the unrenewed
8odl; beeause the understanding js darkened, the wil] deptaved, and every
power hostile to God and 8odhness. - The carnal mind i3 enmity against God;
it is not subject to his laws; neither, indeed, ean be, To look, therefore, for

the pare and Peaceable fruits of righteowsness from sucMndemh, would be
a8 unreasonabl i

B

religion of Jegus Christ, whieh 19
cver depraved, into the likeness

That religion, dear brethren, you have Professed 4o experience, with all of itg
regenerating, purifying, andemobhginﬂnences. 3

As the Christian religion, therefore, 45 5 System of loliness, it 1minst neges.
sarily exert a counteracting influenee to every thing offemsive to God. Hence
the injunetion, “ A he whe hath called You i3 holy, 8o be ye holy i all manmer
of conversation” (1 Peter, ;. 16.}; and again, “God ath not called us unto
uncleanness, but unto holiness,” (1 Thes, . .) We are also exhorted to
Possess our vessels in sanetification and . The apostle, in giving these
instructions te the churches, ‘conveys the idea thet it was dis raceful for that
berson who had professed the pure and Holy refigion of Jegug rist, and whose
soul, once the ahode of darkness, had heeome the home of the light of God,
to be enslaved by his passions or animal inclinations, and permit himself to act
contrary to hig high calling, and thereby have his mind polluted or unfitted for
religious enjoyments,

© present you wi e reasons why we belieye carnal amusements,
such gs the theatre, the ball-room, the circus, the horse race, the gambling-
ealoon, the eonvivial circle, &c., to be incompatible with, or irreconcilable to,
the Christian religion,

Firgt, They are eontrary to the dictates of God's Word, which is the only
infallible rule’of Christian iife,

There the thoy htless, godless multitude is foundy and we are expressly for-
bidden to follow the multitude to do evil, The Christian should tremble at the
thought of being found where the footsteps of hig Divine Redeemer cannot be
traced.  Nor where their ears hear not the worq behin
the way ; walk ye in it.”

Ways ; andalso, “ whatever

.




