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MENTAL AGE OF
OUR CRIMINALS

- e e

»

They Should be Studied from
the Standpoint of Mental
Science. |

\

To the Editor of The Times: !

Sir:—The Telegraph of May 16th|
printed a short article in which it was |
stated that the minister of justice made |
the remark, in answer to a question in
the House, that there were in the peni-:
tentiares of Canada eighteen inmates of |
the age of sixteen, sixty-three of the
age of seventeen, and eighty-seven of !
the age of eighteen. It would be not
only interesting but useful and enlight-.
ening from a sense of justice could he!
have also told us the different mental '
ages of these boys, which in the vast.
majority of cases is found to be some |
eizht or ten years younger than the,
chronological age. This applies not only |
to these youths of adolescent years but
to a ‘vast number of criminals of all;
ages, both adults and children, who are
filling to overflowing our penitentiares,
jails, reformatories, almshouses, homes |
of correction and infact all our penal
institutions, and it is the opinion of the,
majority, if not all those who have had |
to do with the examination of this class '
that the cause of -justice can only ‘be
fulfilled by the proper examination of
all criminals before = being sentenced.
There is no doubt abaut
persons of low mental age, as well as |
those of low mental quotient, should not
be sent to our penal institutions for |
punishment. In fact the question arises
if these cases should even have to go to
trial? Would not the cause of justice |
be better served if such unfortunate ine
dividuals were placed -in some ‘institu- !
tion, as' a psychopathic hospital, so that'
they might be watched and studied and !
a report of their condition be susmitted
to the judge under whose jurisdiction
the case in question came? Many of
these cases which are defectives are tried
and sentenced because, in the restricted
vision of our present law, they are sup-
posed to know right, from, so called
wrong and perhaps even know the na-
tire of their act; and yet on account
of their abnormal mentality, we cannot
in the light of modern psychology, hold
them responsible for the act committed
which is the result of a congenial con-
dition. , :

There is no doubt about it that in a
vast number of cases we are now punish-
ing individuals whose mental capacities
have never been able to develop beyond
the years of early childhood, really but
children. And it will only be when we
begin to examine our criminals that we
will be able to come to any just con-

mental defectives.

where the life or liberty of the individ- |
ual is at stake. : :
While it is true that British law and |

unrest and expressed doubt as to the|

ions given in cases of testamentary ca-|
pacity ‘or incapacity and also in many
cases of criminal responsibility. - l

1 think I am right in stating, that for!
over forty years there has been no
change whatever made in the laws of}
pur medico-legal jurisprudence as far as
our menfal defectives are concerned,
either in England or Canada. But the!

great discoveries. in mental, medicine and
I dare to say that no branch of medicine

. scientific, as much so as those of any
aid authority in the dispensing of jus-!
tice to our fellow man it should be so
employed.

How much responsibility can we put
on a child of ten years, and how many
of our adult, criminals have but a ten
vear mentality? And who is respon-

' sible, that such conditions, as those cited
continue to exist in this age of advanced
civilizdtion, and how much longer will
they be suffered to exist? The crimin-
ality of a community is but a reflection
of that community and its social stan-
dards. What are we going to do? The
opportunity ‘is ever present. The chance
of obtaining knowledge is ready. The
pathway is well defined. The overpow-
ering facts are calling aloud for our uc-]
tion. I am confident that the time is
not far distant when the public, the
“average citizen”, will clearly under-
stand that these people I have been
speaking of are mentally diseased, thati
they are sick persons, needing , hospital |
and expert care and understanding ard
not a jail, nor asylum. I repeat, thesei
persons are sick and deserve the same
consideration and care, and as little dis-
grace as a person who is sick with
pneumonia or some other illness.

_We but rationalize our own, perhaps
unconscious, feelings when we group
these individuals as “criminal,” “buad,”
“clean,” or “dirty,” “excited,” or “quiet,”
and according to the label attached shut
them up in some one of our already over-
crowded penal institutions.

Yours

S. STANLEY KING

PRESENTATION
TO THE U. N. B,

Fredericton, May 18—At the encaenia
of the University of New Brunswick
this afternoon Dr. J. C. Webster, of
Shediac, on behalf of Sir Frederick Wil
wiams-Taylor, presented to the univer-
eity library a rare old priat showing
Fredericion in its early days. Dr. Webt
ster 15 a cousin of Sir Frederick.

During the en ial exercises it was
ennounced that the sutjeet for the Eng-
lish esss; in the competition for the
Dougias gold medal for 1923 was “The
Briuenze of Wild Iife Reserves and
Muonsi Parks Upon a Naiion's Life”

‘I'he subjeet for the Latin prose trans-
latlon for the alumni gold medal for
1938 ia not yet kmown. It will be for-
warded from St. Jobm by Dr. H. 8
Bridges within the next few days. _

The city of Fredericton medal wili be
given in the depertment of civil engi-
poering in 1928, The subjeet anmourced
is “Water-Powee vs, Steam-Power as a
Source of Lizht and Power for the City
. Fuaderichom”
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URDANG'S

SHOE

221 UN

FRIDAY, SATURDAY,

STORE

ION ST.

MONDAY and TUESDAY |

FOUR DAYS OF WONDERFUL

: BAR

GAINS

Finest Quality, Low Prices and Latest Styles in
Oxfords, Straps and Pumps and Boots

Brown and Black,

Men’s Goodyear Welts in

$4.85, $7.50

Samples Women’s Patent
Kid and Calf Pumps,
Ties and Oxfords,

: $1.95

styles, $3.85, $5.85.

Women’s Pumps and Ox-
fords in all leathers and

Outing Shoes and Sneak-
ers 'for whole family at
Special Holiday Prices.
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950 POLICEMEN
IN AN HUNT

HOLD UP TRAFFIC

of the
: most Spectacular burglar hunts in the
c_lusnons as to th(? inju§tice we as & Da- | history of the city 150 uniformed police;
tion have been imposing on these our | men and 100 detectives for more than
1 Of course it will  seven hours hald a <cordon around the
be necessary in the interests of justice | plock of Broadway and Fifth avenue and
that statutory changes be made for the | Njneteenth and Twentieth streets and
prdmary civil cases, and all the more 'gearched lofts, roofs and yards in quest
important and necessary for those cases | of criminals whom detectives had trail-

New York, May 19—In one

ed to one of the buildings.

The hunt began a little after 5 o’clock
Wiy el |in the evening when® Acting ‘Captain
British justice is founded to a great' john Stapleton and a half dozen detec-
measure on precedent, still in following ! tijves of the Safe and Loft Squad saw
' our a‘uthorities on medical jﬂrisprufle.nce | three loft burglars enter a nine-story
we find a great difference of opinion, !oft building on East Nineteenth street,
g : ! The detectives had
Justice and wisdom of the present course  recejved a “tip” that burglars had plan-
that is being followed, and we find evi- | ned to rob several lofts occupied by
dence of this fact in many of the decis- | sj]k merchants, and were concealed in
the three

neag Fifth avenue.

robbers entered the building.

Capfain Stapleton and two of his de-

tectives then slipped over to the build
ing, after having arranged with

of the building as well as the roof.

Most of the persons employed in lofts.
. - . in the building had left for the dayy
sciences of psychiatry and psychiology | when the detectives began their search.|'gy
have made grand strides in that time,!Gtapleton tried door after door on his
wonderful advances in the last ten years. | way up to the roof, and in the few that
In fact this period about covers all the | they found open le;irned from, the occu-

pants that no stranger had: beem seen.

I By the time the detectives had ‘reached
no department of _science has made as | the top floor they decided the three sus-
great a progress In these same years.|pects had entered one ‘of the lofts by
And this work is o luuger merely €x- means of a pass key, and then they be-
penn!qltu.l,dl_)ut is now an exact sc1ence,!gan to telephone to the.different mer-
and its findings are both accurate ahd chants to return to the building and aid
2 L : It was not-until
other branch of science, and if it can three hours later that the first of the
peared. By that time Act-
ing Captain Stapleton had telephoned
for the reserves to the' West Thirtieth

them in their search.

merchants

the
other detectives to guard front and rear

and the East Thirty-fifth street station.
Squads of extra detectives also were
summoned from every precinct on the
east and west sides. :

« When the policemen and detectives
began to arrive on the scene in patrol
wagons and automobiles, a crowd o
8,000 persons gaihered. Captain Howard
arrived with the reserves from the West
Thirtieth street station and Captain
John Mason headed the reserves from
the East Thirty-fifth street station.
They immediately threw a cordon
around the block, shutting off vehicular
and®™pedestrian traffic on all four thor-
oughfares. . o i

FIVE YEARS FOR
BOYS BUT SENTENCE
IS SUSPENDED

Three juveniles were brought before
Judge W. B. Jonah at Hampton yester-
day, under the speedy trials act, charged
with breaking and entering summer cot-
tages in Rothesay and the vicinity. Sev-
eral witnesses were examined and the
boys pleaded guilty to the charge. Canon
A. W. Daniel and Rev. Dr. W. R, Hib-
bard, principal of Rothesay Collegiate
School, interceded on behalf of the boys.
After looking into the case, Judge Jonah
sentenced the boys to five years’ impris-
onment, but permitted the sentence to
stand against them. The judge compli-
mented Provincial Constable Robert
Crawford on his promptness in dealing
with’ the matter and clearing up the
series of breaks which had occurred.

“THE C. N, R, DEFICIT

Tf'ffdttawa, May 18—In the house today

¢

‘Hon. W. C. Kennedy; minister of rail-
‘ways, announced that the actual total
deficit last year on the Canadian Na-
tional system, including the G. T. P,
C. N. R, C. G. R. and G. T. was $72,-
662.278.16 and the amount of the pre-
vious year was $74,878,315.

Commissioner Wigmore spent yester-
day afternoon on the west side in an in-

side of the harbor. He examined par-
and Charlotte streets.

there seemed to be very satisfactory.

FIT—Fit your neck,
«rms.

sleeve lengths.

ARROW SHIRTS

Each style is made with several sleeve
lengths to each neck size—That means a shirt
that will fit vou as well as if it had been made
for you.” Ask your dealer about Arrow Shirt .

CLuerT, PEABODY & Co. oF CANADA, L.

COPYRIGHT, 19238
BY C. P. & CO.
OF CAN. LYO.

fit your body, fit your

Have Your Ford Magneto™

Remagnetized
at the
USL
Ser\{ic'e

t
e "Phone Main |

This is & specialty of our service in which
promptness. efficiancy and courtesy are fea- .
tured. Come any time, day or night.

Motor Repair & Electric Co.

721 22 Celebration St.

spection of the water system on that,

ticularly. the main laid recently in Tower
The commissioner
said last evening that the service over

| EARL THOMSON,

'Carada’s star hurdler, who clipped one-
| fifth” of a second off the world’s record
“in the seventy-five-yard hurdles when he
| defeated Haroid E. Barron of Pennsyl-
vania in a race at the Dartmouth-
, Columbia track meet. The old record
' was 9 3-5 seconds,- He was representing
' Dartmouth College.

THE BELYEA FUND

{

It would have done Hilton Belyea's
heart good to have been at the City !
. Hall,” w. e., last evening to see the en-|
thusiastic manner in which the Royall

Baseball Club and their friends enter-|

tained more than 800 of an audience in

aid of the fund to allow Hilton win!
highest honors in the racing world for |
old St. John. The programme, which
" was lengthy, was surprisingly good and |
was presented in a most commendable |
manner. A feature was several original |
songs, written and composed by Pro- |
fessor* McCallum, all touching on the;

Royals and their activities. Mention

must also be made of Professor McCal-
{lum’s accompanying. He was at the |
:?iano during the programme and per-,

ormed remarkably wea. I

Toward the end of the entertainment

J. C. Chesley, president of the St. John
{ Rowing Club, made a few remarks, in
|which he thanked the efficient commit-
{tee in charge and also the Royal club
'for staging the first public. effort in aid
' of the benefit fund. He said he had re-.
rceived word from Philadelphia contern-,
:ing Hilton and that the champion was |

doing well. “There is no doubt in my |
mind that he is going to win that race,”
he declared, amid rounds of applause. |
He announced that he had cabled Hil- |
lton’s entry for the Diamond Sculls|
trophy.yesterday.

H. F. Bushfan was chairman for the
evening and the programme list was as |
follows: Opening chorus; solo, Ki
Burns; reading, L. Middleton; solo, Mrs. |
W. Mayers; solo, Miss Stella Burns; !
solo, Miss K. Price; solo, W. Currie; !
piano solo, ' Professor McCallum; solo, !
L. Middleton; duet, the Misses Boyd; |
solo, Mrs. L. Morris; solo, Mrs. Tread-
well; solo, Mrs. F. Lesley; solo, little,
Miss Dolly Leslie; saxaphone solo,
George Stewart; duet,? Miss Helen
Burns and Professor M¢Callum; solos,
lby Robert Roach, Mrs 'A. Middleton, '
{ Miss B. Price; specialty, Miss J. Price;
closing chorus. J !

BRITISH BUDGET
SHOWS REDUCTION'

The estimate "by the British Chan-/
_cellor of the Excheqier of expenditure:
(of £910,069,000 in the present fiscal year
. will, if realized, give Great Britain the '
first budget of less than a billion since,
the beginnihg of the war. |
| In the fiscal year ending March 81,
1915, British expenditures totalled £563,-
000,000, but, thereafter, the expendi-;
tures increased rapidly. until in the year'
ending March 31, 1918, they amounted |
ito about five times the.expenditure inj
(the first war year. . i

When British national spending was
at its high level in, 1917-1918, £2,408,-|
000,000 or more than 89 per cent of the;
total was for military purposes. i

The reduction annually in British gov-!
ernment expenditure - since. the end of!
the war is indicated. by the following fig- |
ures received by the Bankers Trust Com- |
pany, of New York, from its Englishl
Information Service:

British Government Expenditures

‘ Million

{Fiscal year.

. 1917-18. (March 31)

11918-19 (March 31)

1191920 (March 31)

'1920-21 (March 81) .......: e 1195

11921-22 (March 31)

11922-23 (March 31) (estimated) ‘
Military expenditure was reduced to

1£1,146,000,000 or about 67 per cent of

ithe total in the first peace year. In the

first peace year. In the present fiscal|

!year the preliminary estimates for army, .

|navy and air forces call for £137,600,000, |

tor abolt 15 per cent of the total esti-;

{
1 mated expenditure.

ROCKWOOD PARK g
VISITORS WARNED

Notices are to be placarded in Rock- |
wood Park today with the following
legend, in big black: letters on white
calico: “To the public. This property |
is for your use. Be careful of your
1matches, cigars, cigarettes and pipe
ashes.” The notices have been prepared
by a member of the horticultural so-
ciety and the material and the printing
haye been given by two city firms. The '
necessity for such notices was only too |
plainly demonstrated by the recent fires |
which disfigured a large tract of land |
in the Park that will take fully twenty-!
five years to recover from the fire dam-
|age. A carlessly thrown match may
| cause 4he scarring and damaging of a|
Ltract of land or it may destroy the|
whole Park. In Rockwood Park the,
citizens of St. John have a place of re-!
creation which would be the envy of
any city on the continent and the great |
majority of citizens take a just pride
in it, yet it js by no means unusual for
{the wardens to find smouldering fires
'in the grass and brush which have been |
|caused bLy careless smokers or picnicers. |

'The notices are to be placed conspicu-: @

lously and it is hoped that they will re-|
fmind the public to protect what it en-!
| joys. ‘
|Park from wanton fire destx.'uctlong
should be debarred from using it one“
of the directors said yesterday. |
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[Cuticura Soap

—The Safety Razor—

Shaving Soap|

wn Yoeprhe ves witbout mug. Bvesywhere ie. g

| entertainment.

W. C, T. U. CONCERT.

+ The annual concert held last evening
in the Star Theatre under the auspices
of the W. C. T. U, was largely attend-
ed and all present enjoyed a splendid
Alexander Brown pre-
sided and the programme passed off
very successfully. The first half of the
programme consisted of: Piano solo,
Miss T. Malin; reading, Miss Marion
Brown; vocal solo, William McEachern;

e e ISR

Miss ’ Hilda Williams; instrumental
quartette, the Sibsons; violin solo, Miss
May Betts. The second part of the en-
tertainment took the form of a min-
strel show, with James McEachern as
interlocutor. The McEachern quartette
sang several selections during the per-
formance and solos were given by Wil-
liam McEachern, Archibald Trecartin,
John McEachern, William Clarke, Wil-
liam Wheaton and Henry McEachern;

reading, Miss Pearl Taylor; vocal solo,!a mandolin and accordian duet by Wil-

liami McEachern and A. Trecartin. Thae
pianist for the evening was Miss Mary
C. Kirkpatrick. During the intermiss«
ion candy was sold by the young ladies.
At the conclusion of the entertainment
the performers were treated to refresh-
ments in the library of the building.

Use the Want Ad. Way,

Those who cannot safeguard the |
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An Extra Pair Of Pants

F REE. Doubles

_ _' —

The

Wearing Life Of Youruit

Thousands of men have taken advantage of this wonderful bar

gain in men’s made-to-measure clothes. Why don’t you? For

value, quality of materials and moderate prices—we defy any

concern in the whole of Canada to duplicate our offer of extra

pants free with each suit or spring overcoat ordered. Your ex-

tra pants will be made from the same material as you select for

your suit or overcoat.

English & Scotch Woolen Co.’s
Garments make you look differ-
ent, feel different, talk different,
because they are correct-fitting,
Tailored - to - Measure Clothes
and made in keeping with your

personal preference. ~ Ordinarily

such clothes command a premi-

um notably when they emanate
from such high-priced tailor
shops where limited output and
expensive -methods and equip-

- ment must of necessity add
greatly to the cost of the gar-
ment. English & Scotch Wool-
en Co.’s Garments offer maxi-
“mum style and individuality—

at prices that are moderate and
within the reach of any man, no
matter what walk of life he is in.

Suits and Overcoats |
Tailored-To-Your-Measure

|
GOE N P

Unclaimed
Suits

shades
Values
To

In most
and sizes.
up to $30.00.
clear at

$15.00

Oddments
Coats - $5.95
Pants - $3.50.

Vests - $1.50

Spring and
Fall0'Coats

A few Uncalled-
Fors. Values up
to $30.00. Specially
priced to clear at

$15.00

Per

Cloth

We will supply
the cloth by the
yard if you wish.
‘Write for samples.
yard,

$2.50 vr

Mail Orders

Out-of-town Men:
Write to 851 St.
Catherine St. E.,
‘Montreal, for Style
Book, free- samples
and Self Measure-
ment Forms. Fit
and Satisfaction
guaranteed.

from

ST. JOHN STORE_ 28 CHARLOTTE STREET.

MONTREAIL—Four S tores.

Vancouver
Calgary
Regina
Moose Jaw
Fort William

R (!

Brantford Sherbrooke
London
Kingston
Toronto

Ottawa

Quebec
Fredericton
St. John
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Ste. Hyacinthe

Branches at

Halifax
Sydney

New Glasgow
Charlottetown
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