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the elements of high consideration, may be elevated and rendered honor-
able when in the hands of those who have character and honorable
position to associate with it.

NEW METHOD OF PRESERVING WHEAT.

A Mr. Adams, in a late number of The Journa! of the London Society
of Arts, has made a suggestion for a new kind of granary, by which
he thinks that grain may be safely and eff:ctually preserved for any
number of years. The great difficulty now is the natural moisture con-
tained inall grain, and which it is never entirely divested of, by exposure
to the atmosphere at the common temperature, this being the cause of
much of the sour, musty flour found in market.

The following are Mr. Adam’'s observations upon the subject :—

“There does not seem to be any difficulty in the matter, if we divest
ourselves of preconceived ideas of the notion that a granary or grain
receptacle must necessarily be a building with a floor or windows more
or less multiplied in altitude. We may reason by analogy as to what
is the cheapest and most effective means of securing perishable commo-
dities from the action of the atmosphere and vermin. In England we
put our flour in sacks. Brother Jonathan puts his in barrels, which does
not thoroughly answer. * * * If Brother Jonathan wishes really to
preserve his flour or his ‘crackers’ undamaged, he makes them tho-
roughly dry and cool, and hermetically seals them in tin cans. This
also is & common process to prevent goods from being damaged at sea.

“ There can be no doubt that if we were to put dry wheat ‘n an her-
metically tinned case, it might be kept as long as the famed ‘mummy
wheat’ of Egypt. This will readily be admitted, but the expense would
be queried. Let us examine into this. A canister is a metallic reser-
voir ; 80 is a gasometer; so isan iron water-tank in a ship, at a railway
station, or elsewhere; and a cubic foot of water-tank on a very large
scale will be found to cost very much less than a cubic foot of canister
on a small scale. And if a bushel of wheat be more valuable than a
bushel of water, it will clearly pay to put wheat in huge canisters of
iron. The wheat canister, in short, should be a wrought or cast metal
tank of greater or less size, according to the wants of the owner, whether
for the farmer’s crop or the grain-merchant’s stock.

‘This tank should be constructed of small parts, connected by screw-
bolts, and consequently easily transported from place to place. The
internal parts should be galvanized, to prevent rust, and the external
part also, if desired. It shoald be hermetically tight at all the points,

nd the only opening should be what is called a man-hole—that is to
8ay, a canister-top where the lid goes on, large enough, to admit a man.
hen filled with grain, the top should be put on, the fitting of the edge
orming an air-tight joint. Wheat put dry into such a vessel, and with-
put any vermin, would remain wheat any number of years. But an
dditional advantage to such a reservoir would be an air-pump, by the
pplication of which, for the purpose of exhaustion, any casual vermin
ould be killed. If the grain were moist, the same air-pump might be
is2d to draw or force a current of warm air through it, to carry off the

moisture. By this process, and consequently keeping out the air, the
prain might be preserved for any length of time. As the reservoir
lvould _be perfectly air-tight and water-tight, it might be buried in the




