
more knowledge, they cease to love. Christ knew the worst of
.

the Church and yet loved her ; and so He will never cease to

love her.

II. CONSIDKR IN THE SF.COND PI.ACK THK GRKAT SACRIUCK ,

Christ madk through His Lovk to thk Chitrch.

Human love will not always bear examination. It is some-

times weak, not willing to make any sacrifice, or blind and

reckless, acting foolishly. Christ in loving the Church made a

great sacrifice, and He made it wisely, with the highest end hi

view. He gave Himself. He might have given 10,000 of His

bright worlds, caused to cease for ever the joyous song and

hearty service of all the holy angels, emptied heaven of their

presence, an<l sent them to sigh out their lives oti so many

shameful crosses ;
yea, He might have given for the bride of His

choice the whole created universe, but He gave more.

He Gave Himself.

How ? In two ways :

(i) />')' leaving heaven, assitiiting our nature, livinii a holy

life, and renderimr a perfect obedience.

What manifestation of love ! what marvellous condescension!

what a costly sacrifice !—the Eternal Son of God becoming

man, the Lord of Glory taking upon Him human nature ! If

yon dazzling sun in the heavens would be transformed into the

dim, flickering flame of the candle, if the angel (iabriel wouhl

appear in the form of a worm, we would partially comprehend

the depth of such condescension ; for the distance between the

highest and lowest creature is finite and may be measured :

but where is the line with which we may measure be ween the

infinite and the finite, between Deity and humanity ? Who can

tell the distance between the manger in Hethlehem and the

heights of glory whence the Son of God came? What love !

The great Law Giver coming under the law and rendering a

perfect obedience to that law in the stead of sinners I Christ

gave Himself in His whole life on earth.
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