
'A HOW TO kAlSK OMO.NS.

Bore four throc-fnurtli-incli liolos fonrtc^on inthos

:iliart, c'ommciicin); two iiiulics from tlio eiida ; one

hole ill tUu centre ; iind lioles at tw(tlve, flftoeu. six-

ti'tn hihI u luilf jiiiil ei:;htefii iiielie.-* eaeli side of it.

.M;il<e four tectli .-^ix iuclics loiii;, iiti iiicli tliieli, iiiid

rouiiil tliem ut tlu' |ioiiits. Seeure tin iii witli a |iiii or

key l)y the toiis >o tliey can be easily eliaiiyed and ud-

jiiilud to the dilTerent widtli.s. The liandle of the

murker shouhl lie six feel long, sidit, and sjjread so

us lo form braeis wliere it is fastened to tlie head.

Another form of marker is sliown below, in whieli

the teeth are not movabh^ ; they are Hxed at the de-

sired (li.staiiecs, on both sides of llie head. The land

lieint? prei)ared for sowiii;;, stick down tlu- stake, run

oil the line, and lay it where it is desired to eoninnriee.

Adju>l the murUini; rake tu fourtet'n ini.'hes, draw
the outside tootli carefully by tlie line, and follcjw

back and forlh in the last mark nntil completc^d.

AftiM- the ground is marked off, it should lie a little

while for the surfa(U' to dry befon! eommoncing to

.sr)W the seed. It cover** much better, and the soil

will not stick to the wheel of the .seed-sower. The
best onion-growers now do not use seed-.sowcrs with
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a roller attached. It packs the earth ao hard that it

bakes after a heavy rahi and very nnich impedes the

growth of the young (ilant, and it is not so easy in

weeilicg to break the crust formeil when rolled down
tlat as when the seed is covered by rakes or a light

drag. It is of the utmost importance to get good
seed—not only good, strong-growing seed, but seed

that lia.s been raised from good-sized, well-ripened

onions. Imported seed cannot be trusted. The Second
Early Ucd (^nion is the best for a ireneral crop. Sow-

four to six i)ounds to the acre—say about thn-c seeds to

an inch or live seeds to two inches ; cover half an inch.

As soon as the onions are U)) so they can be seen

the length of the rows, run an onion-W(;cdcr nr liiind-

eulLivator through them, with the rakes iidjiisted so

as not lo throw the earth upon the young plants, and
repeat often cnoui;h to prevent the growth of weeds.

This will keep the ground perfectly clean betwi'en the

rows. When they are Just out of " tln^ double," or

wlicu the lii'Bl weeds begiu lo show, after cultivatiuy;,

the ground should be raked ligiitly, diagonally acrcss
tlie rows Willi a common wooden hay rake. This will

I'reak the crust, dcslroy the weeds in the rows, and
u'ive flu; young )ilaiit-: a :rood start.

nearly in June, win n Ihi! onions are four or live

iiiehes high, sow abnut three bushels lo the acre of

^

not very coarse salt broadcast over them. After th(!

^eeond weeding, spread on a good dressing of wood
:
ashes. They require three or four weedings in the
row

. , bill if (lains were tak<'u In marking to keep tlie

rows straight and uniform, the onion-weeder will run
' so close to them that tliere will be but few weeds to

i

remove by hand.

When the tops have fallen and nearly died down,
draw four rows together with a woodiii rake, raking
two rows at a lime toward the other two rows. Pull-

forks are sometimes used, but in careless hands they

;

|)ieree a gorxt many onions. They may remain as
rnked togither several days, or until sufllcicntly cured
to strip ; cut (lie lops about an inch from the onions,

If they are stripjied while the taps are partly ureeu,
they do not keep .-o well. After stripping, remove
them to an outbuildinir on a dry day, with a north-

west wind, and spread over the floor, not more than
a foot thick ; turn them occasionally.

To keep onions in quantity through tiie winter;
just before they are likely to freeze, and when per-
fectly dry, spread tliem eighteen inches thick on a

I

tiirht floor in a barn or outl>uilding which U under-

!
pinned so as to keep tlu' cold air from freezing tluun

^

loo severely next the floor, i.eave a space of two feet

next the w;dls of the building on all sides; spread a

I

sheet cntirily over ihein, till the space with thw. hay,
I (rowen is the best) and tread it firmly ; then cover the

I
whole about two fec't thick with the same, and the

onions will ordhiarily keep well. They should never
be disturbed wliilc frozen, but as soon as the frost is

compleiely out in the sprinir, take oil' the covering

1
and spread them all over the room, opening the doo'-s

' and windows to give air in iileasaiil weatluT. If they

i are not well eovei'cd and the thermometer should fall

[

to fifteen deg.\es lielow zero, some of thein may
j

freeze to death, and be soft when thawed.

White onions are the worst to keej), on account of

their gathering moisture go readily. They should be

kept spread (luite thinly on the floor in the light and
I where the air can circulate freely. Just before winter

I
sets in, spread a few inches of straw on a floor, and

' place the onions on it four or five inches thick ;

'

let them freeze a little, then cover them with straw

and let tliem remain undisturbed until s))ring ; or put

I

them into peach crates and cover with hay in the

1 barn, or pile the crates next th( walla of a cool cellar.

Onions are general!;- mie "f lue most profitable

Crops, often yieliliiig feur liundred to six hundred,

sometimes eight hundred, bushels to the acre,


