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shining summit had dazzled him from
the first ; it seemed to soar into the very
heavens, yet he within easy reach just

over the neighboring hill. He started

bright and early, with enthusiasm in his

heart, determination in his eye, and a cold
bite in his pocket. He went from hill to

hill, from mountain to mountain ; always
ascending, satisfied that each height was
the last, and that he had but to itep from
the next pinnacle to the throne of his am-
bition. Alas! the peak was as far away
as ever, even at the close of the second
day; so famished, foot-frozen and well-

nigh in extremity, he dragged his weary
bones back to camp, defeated. That peak
bears his name to this day, and probably
he deserves the honor quite as mu<3h as

any human molecule who godfathers a
mountain.
James Pursley, of Bardstown, Ky., was

a greater explorer than Pike ; but Pursley
gives Pike much credit which Pike blush-
ingly declines. The two men were ex-

ceptionally well-bred pioneers. In 1820
Colonel Long named a peak in memory
of his explorations. The peak survives.

Then came General Fremont, in 1843,
and the discovery of gold near Denver
fifteen years later; but I believe Green
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