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i:iUmileH." Ri'ferriup t(> thm tract, whirh
bi* thorouKbly Muuuuvd, Mr. lUchurdHou
acldH "it {lOrtiiCHHCH ({eiu-rully a good wiil, and
may bireuftttr b<( thickly Hittlcd. It iH inoHtly

covurt^d with furtHt, btit iu Home piirtH ]>ru-

H«ntM n prniriti or {lurkliko uH^icttt witit gruHit-

covered ground, studdod with Hingle trt'iH or

chiDipH of thcni, null ott'crs gri-ut encouruyo-

ment to ugricnltural iiubiHtry.

Likf the FriiHcr valley went of the OaHCude
moniituinM, tho vuhiublc (igriculturnl country
juHt d( Hcribfd wilt need dciiriug, imd Uh tim-

ber will In- Hidoiiblu; bnt imlike ninny of tho

beHt pnrtHof the Fruner it will novhero require

tho very eoHtly proccHS of dyking, etc., nor
like tho arable lundH of the h( ttlrd ui)per

country — (New Westminster and Yiilo dis-

trictK)—will it want tho not iuexpeuHive work
of irrigation.

Better than all, our East Goant farmers will

iu the coal towuH, and iu the iron-Hmeltiug

and mnuufacturing towun, luid villagoH of tUe

future, have a home market ft»r all they can
produce, not omitting cawlugs and tirewood,

and, when their lully dtveloped ability fails

to meet the ever-increasing demand, it will,

by ra^way, be uupplied from the Columbian
and HaHkatchcwau Mainland, ho that even-

tually a great interchange ef productH will

eOBue; thus affording local buninuHH to the

railway in addition to what, iu no inconHider-

able degree, would, from the first, arise be-
tween Esquimau and the coul mines and
agricultural districts north of it.

The foregoing is quite relevant to the po])-

nlation question; now for the facts and figures

thereanent promised in a preceding para-
graph:

first, however, let it be premised that

others besides the Mainland M. P. need to be

set right in this matter. How it comtm, per-

haps Mr. Dowduey can tell; the strange

Vslief has recently found utterance in Ottawa
and Toronto, that of the sparse population

of this Province as a whole the greater part

is to be found in Mr. Dewdney's pet districts

already named. A leader in the "Weekly
Globe" of 27th April last has the following

—

"What there is of population in British Co-
lumbia is located chiefly along the Fraser and
Thompson Valleys," and the usually accurate

and cautious Premier Mr. Mackenzie in' the
Commons at Ottawa, 20th .ipril last, speak-

ing on the Pacific Railway, said—"There is

no doubt the bulk of the population of British

Columbia is settled iu tho Fraser Valley."

The facts are decidedly against this state-

ment, as will now be proved in more ways
^an one.

The electoral districts of New Westminster
and Yale are vast in extent, including the

greater part of the as yet settled Fraser Val-

ley, and all of the Thompson Valleys north
and south fit for arable fanning, besides to

the south, the settlements of Okonagan,
Nicola Valley and Bimilkameen, and on the
coast the Borrard Inlet sawmills and logging
camps. These districts in 1858 and succeed-

ing years ofTered the greatebt attra^^tion to

immigrants of any part of the Province, as

on the Fraser bttrrt, and the Tbrimimun nud
Siniilkamceu mines, gold in paying quantities
was found. These lucalitien have always (un-
like the oHst coast of Vaucouver (or thu fimr
lest exciting years) bem open for scttloment
without btt or hiiubituce; yet, fur nil this, thu

B. C. voter's list of 1870 fibows (or th<sc two
Mainland districts 851 voters, and for the
ccuupaut district* of Victoria District nud Vic-

toria City 1057 voters, or a differenro of 25
per ci nt. in f ivor of the Island. Addinu to

the two Mainland distrii^ts 118 voters for New
Westminster city electoral district, we have u

total uf OU'-': and adding to the total of the

two Island distjiets, named as a (oriMhaduwing
of what Vuncouvt.r's east coast will yet be,

338 voters for Nnnaiino district we have u

total of 1395, or about 50 j.er cent ixcoss for

the Island. The 446 voters for Cariboo and
tho voters of Lillouet and Koottnny help up
the Mainland count ; yet notiwthKtnndin^; the
disabilities pointed out the whole Island ex-

ceeds the Mainland by about '•< per cent. For
lack of a census of pop-ihition the voters' list

has to be referred to. The Provincial census
of school population for 1870 throws other
light on the question ut issue. It indir<>ctly

points to the comparative number of married
couples and families on the Islaud and Main-
land, thus to a certain extent indi;-ating how
far each populatiou may be counted uu as
fixed. On the Island the census gives
1790 as the number of children of school
age of whom a few are from tho
Mainland attending the higher public and
private schools of Victoria. The whole Main-
land has 700 as its bchool population.
The im])osition and collection of assessed

and school taxes for tho year 1876-77 afi'ords

yet another way of viewing the matter in

dispute. Tho revenue from the Island under
this head comes to $31,304
and from the Mainland to 19,209
Showing in favor of the Island an—

—

excess of $12,095
I have been careful as to the accuracy of

the facts and figures herein presented, and
upon them rest the case for the Island as

against the statistics above quoted from Mr.
Dewdney's speech, and the erroneous asser-

tion copied from the Toronto"Ulobe, '

' that the

bulk of Columbia's populatiou is along the
Fraser and Thompson valleys.

In a further communication I will deal

with more serious matters, on which I am
compelled to differ with Mr. Dewdney and
some other Mainlandors.

No. a.
[July 16th, 1877,]

Editob Colonist:—Under the above head-
ing in a letter of 30th June last in your paper,

facts and figures were adduced by me to prove
the preponderance of population in this

Province to be on the Southeast and East
coast of Tancouver Island and not in the
valleys of the Fraser and Thompson, as had
mistakenly been affirmed, in the House 'of

Commons, Ottawa, and Within the columns
of the Toronto GHobe.


