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colonies and conquefts; amongfl which Carthage reared her proud head, rivalling

Rome, the future emprefs of the world, and holding in fubjedion tributary monarchies

of Africa. But the defcrtsof that country forbad the progrefs of armies : and Nature

feemed to have fet bounds to ambition. Africa is the only continent which never was

conquered i and Alexander needed not to have fighed for other worlds. Hence it is alfo

the mod ravage of all the continents, and being imknown in war, is alfo unknown in

peace. Oceans of fand which permit no navigation, and where the fliip of the defert,

as the camel has been called, faintly plods his way in the fcanty and weary caravan, are

impaflable to armies with their neceflfary waggons and provifions ; expofed befides, from

their very numbers, to the hurricanes of fand, affording in an inftant death and a grave.

A portion of the army of Cambyfes, on their attempting a paffage to one of the Oafes,

or fertile ifles, that emerge from the fandy fea, was devoured by this new temped

;

and only a moment interpofed between the apptarance of a pompous army, and that of

a hill of fand, which covered for ever the joyous and viftorious battalions. Africa may

thus for ages continue unknown, unconquered, uncivilized, may continue her fale of

flaves with the Mahometans, if not with the Ghridians ; which affords however, as

human life is only the choice of evils, fome alleviation to the former horrors of internal

warfare, in which the captive was referved as the favourite food of the conqueror ; and

the unborn infant was the turtle and venifon of the Jaga. Even in China, in the ninth

century, it appears from the Mahometan travellers that human flefli was fold in the

markets ; while we find no trace of fuch barbarifm among the nations mentioned in the

Scripture, the mod ancientof written records; which,with many other circumdances, leads

to an inference that civilifation irradiated from the centre of Afia ; and that it would be

vain to feek for its commencement in China, or even Hindodan, efpecially as the latter

country was divided into fmall kingdoms, fo late as the age of Alexander, and feems to

have imbibed its fmall portion of the fciences from its intercourfe with Egypt on the

the fouth, from the Perfian conqueds on the north, which may even have imparted the

Sanfcrit, a facred and claffical language, like the Latin in Europe, and which late en-

quiries seem to evince to be a branch ofthe ancient Perfian or Gothic. The Grecian king-

dom of Badria may alfo have diffufed fome rays of fcience among the Hindoos ; while

their ancient Bramins and Gymnofophids refembled the Magi of the PerHans, or pre-

tended pneds and magicians, common among all barbarous nations, who fupply the

want of knowledge by artifice, or operate delufions by fome (kill in what is called natural

magic.

Having thus attempted to edablifh the progrefs and centre of difcovery by conqued,

which led to the mod certain and permanent effects ; it will be proper to affume with

more detail the progrefs of ancient difcovery by commerce, which led to a faint view of
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