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'* fent to any fuch a£l or afts in cafe cither Houfe of Parlia-

•* ment fhall within the faid thirty days addrefs his Majefty,

** his heirs, or (ucceflbrs, to "withhold his or their aflent

«* from fuch act or adts ; and that no fuch aft or a6ts fhall be
•* valid or effectual to any of the faid purpofcs within either

" of the faid Provinces, unlefs the Legiflative Council and
»* AfTembly of fuch Province fliall in the feflion in which the
** fame fhall have been pailed by them, have prefented to the
« Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or perfon adminiftering
** the government of fuch Province, an addrefs or addreiles,

** fpecifying that fuch aft contains provilions for fomc of the
•* faid purpofes herein before fpecially defcribed, and deflrivig

** that in order to give efl'tft to the fame, fuch aft fhould be
** tranfmitted to England without delay, for the purpofe of
** being laid before Parliament, previous to the fignification

** of his Majefty's aflent thereto."

On this part of the conftitution no doubt can fubflft ;

it undeniably tolerates all perfuaiions of religion, old or new,

in every particular of their worfhip, whether in refpcft of

their minifler, or in the adminiilration of the ordinances, or

any ceremony of religion. The only queflion that can arifc

on the fubjeft is, has any aft relating to forms of religious

worfhip been pafled in the manner here prefcribed ? I reply

none, nor is it pretended that any fuch not cxifteth. On
v/hat then is the information quo warranto againft Clark

Bentom founded ? Why on the provincial regifter aft, paffcd

by the Houfe of Aflembly, 1795, ^ fays the Attorney CJen-

eral ; and his information tells us the ofKce of a miniller of

the gofpel, fince the paillng of the faid a£t, has been and Hill

is an office of high trull: and pre-eminence touching the rule

and government of the Province of Lower Canada. We ari!

then, according to this declaration, to conceive of this aft as

of a bill of rights and privileges, conferred on the clergy of

the Province by the Legiflaturc, which rights and privileges

can be alone enjoyed by charter or commiflion from the

Crown. But before we form our opinion, let us examine

the law itfelf, for I have no great confidence in Mr. SeweH's

conflruftion of its intentions, notwithftanding his being the

King's Attorney General, fworn to profccutc juftly and law-

full}. The flatute enafts as follows :

^* That in each parilh church of the Roman Catholic

" communion, and alfo in each of the proteftant churches,
" or congregations, within this Province, there ihall he kept
" by the reftor, vicar, curate, or other priell or minifter do-
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