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undoubted intentions of France to aflift the Ame-
ricans.

But this rcprefcntation did not filcnce thofe who
were of a difpofition to require proofs of fo flatter-

ing an alfertion. They demanded an inquiry, and
iniirtcd upon fuch an expolition of fadls as might
remove all fufpicion of matters being oihcrvvife

than they had been fo confidently flated.

The rcafon they affigned for this demand was,

that fuch an elucidation would revive the fpirit of

the nation, and deprefs that of its enemies in the

moft efFe(3:ual manner. It would reftorc that con-

fidence lo miniftry, which the fufpicions univer-

fally prevalent of the negledted condition of the

navy had fo greatly diminilhed ; and it would have

a ftill more important effedl^, by deterring our ene-

mies from the purfuit of the defigns they were form-

ing againil us, when they perceived our ability to

fruilrate them.

They who oppofed the demand, contended that

a particular fpecification of the circumftances of the

Britifh navy, would be an ad: of the higbeft impru-

dence : it would be pointinf>; out to the enemy where

its deficiencies lay. No department, however

carefully managed and well conditioned, was with-

out its flaws. The ftrengih and power of fl:atcs

confifled, in a great meafurc, in the fecrecy and

clofenefs with which its affairs were condu(fled.—

•

They were fliallow politicians who imagined that a

manifellation of the exadt Ihite of our navy could

anfwer any other purpofe than to inllrudt our ene-

mies in what manner to do it molt detriment, and

lay us open at the fame time to the blame of all the

judicious part of the world, for our weakncls and

want of difcretion.

The miniltry was however fo clofely prefled upon

this matter, that a llatement of the prefent condi-

tion of the aavy was eonlcnted to. But when the
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