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tu ita iiiovuiuent:), \v<>\iUl, willi lim (lug :i', luukc :i now [>ath for it in thu !i:im(1, tuul

guldo it to pointH ami imqiosuH of liiu own. And ho in tlio hit^lifi- ruiilni. (lod known

how to /^Miidtj tilt) porviii'Ho man in liin way, and to nuiko uso of him in that h)Wor life

wiiich ho chooses, ovoii when liu docrf not know it. Tako thu ca.su of .Indas. Ho wait

called to tho Ministry and tho Apostlotihii) of tho Lord Josiis. That wr,.s (lod'a otornal

docroo. That was tho patli in which Ho woidd havo hud him uk'Vo on, in dutoijiis

obedience to the Divine will. IJnt ho fell from tho Apostleahip, and volnntarily de-

Hcondcd to a lower luvol; but in that lower level to which lie perversely descended, he

was anticipated by Him wIkj sees the end from tho beginning, oud made uso of him there,

although, like tho proud Assyrian, he did not think no, ncithci waa it in his heart to do

90. God's decree was that ho should bo an Apostle, and all tho outward circumstances

of hia life woi'o iittud to accomplish this decree, and such as to enable him to finish his

(jod-appointod course with joy. But those very circumstances, which would have

lifted him to glory and made him shine like a star—those very circumstances, perverted

and misused, proved his ruin and aggravated his fall. Those very Avinda and waves

that would havo borne him to a noblo destination, umised qv misimproved, would

di'ivo him, a miserable wreck, upon tho shores of an undone eternity! The seaman,

cast upon an island, is not to blame the winds and waves for his calamity; they wore

liis best friends. And man is not to blame God for his sins—for his everlasting perdi-

tion. He is not to blame tho circumstances of hia life for his misery- -those circum-

stances were liis best friends; and had ho only used thorn aright, they would have

made him a noble vessel. God hath no pleasure in tho death of tho sinnor. There

are nuiny ships \ipon the sea this day, and numy are tho paths which they are pursuing;

but on all that broad ocean there is no waif or wanderer. Every one is pursuing some

definite path, bound for some desired haven. And tliere are many millions of human
beinga this day upon tho face of the world, and each one has his own course to run,

under the all-encompassing providence of Him who is wonderful in counsel, and excel-

lent in working. There is nothing loose or uncertain in tho counsels of God. There

is no wandering star in tho firmament of astronomy; and there is no Avandering star

in tho firmament of mind. E\'ery one has his own appointed orbit, which he is called

upon to pursue; but which, as a free agent, he may refuse to pursue, and take to some

eccentric course of his ,vn. But oven in that eccentric course which ho has chosen,

ho will find ere long, that ho has been beset boJiind and before by Him in Avhose hands

arc all his Avays; so that Avhethor it be the Avild Ishmael, roaming the desert, con-

cerning Avhom God said, foreseeing his path: He shall be a ivild man ; or tho saintly

Apostle, going from land to land and shore to shore, preaching the Gospel of the

Kingdom

—

avo can see hoAv true it is, that every man has his course to run, Avhich has

either been appointed of God, or provided for by God, in the counsels of eternity; and

how really every man Avill bo }nado to feel at tho close : O Lord ! thou hast searched

mo and known me; Thou knoAvest my downsitting and \iprising, and art perfectly

acquainted Avith all my Avays. Thou hast beset me beliind and before, and been about

my bed and my path, and thou hast si)ied out all my Avay.

But it is not with the reprobate or the reviler avo have to do this day, but with

the Christian. His is eminently a course prescribed by God—a Avork appointed him

to do. Christ, speaking of himself and tlio special AVork to Avhich he Avas called, said:

"To this end Avaa I born, and for this caiiso came I into the Avorld." So Avith Abraham.

He had his course to run, hia AVork to do; and in entering ujion it, he Avent forAvard,
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