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fufEcient to have formed a great kingdom, did

not contain more than three thoufand inha-

bitants furpafling each other in lloth and po-

verty. They were all fupported by the pro-

duce of their cattle. The hides they fold at

theHavannah, and the provifions with which
they ferved thr > garrifon, whofe pay amount-
ed to 32,822!. lOS. enabled them to purchafe

cloths and whatever elfe their foil did not

furnifh them with. Notwithftanding the mi-

ferable ftate in which they had been left by

the mother country, the greateft part of them
chofe to go to Cuba, when Florida was ceded

to Britain by the treaty of 1763. This ac-

quifition, therefore, was no more than a de-

fart; yet ftill it was fome advantage to have

got rid of a number of lazy, indolent, and dif-

affe£ted inhabitants.

Great Britain was pleafed with the pro-

fpeft of peopling a vaft province, whofe li-

mits have been extended even to the MifFi-

llppi by the ceflion France has made ox part

of Louifiana. The better to fulfil her prcjecH:,

fhe has divided it into two governments, un-

der the names of Eaft and Weft Florida.

The Britifti had long been defirous of efta-

bliftiing themfelves in that part of the conti-

nent, in order to open a free communication
with the wealthieft colonies of Spain. At
iirft they had no other view but in the pro-

iits arifing from a contraband trade. But an

ad van-


