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)d, portion, or even the whole, of the biu'den of their own dofonces,

is one to Avhich no one conhl reasonably object, provided that

those Colonies were first placed in a position which would

enable them to act with vi;^or and unanimity ; otherwise it

would impose upon them great hardship, if not injustice.

Were they now to be thus thrown upon their own resources,

they would be exposed to great dangers. Each Province

would naturally measure only its own resources against those

of the real or suspected enemy ; and the calculation would

have a disheartening eifect, which would prevent that Pro-

vince putting forth eflForts even to the extent of its own ability.

Such force as they could raise collectively would be of com-

paratively little service ; for they would be under no single

direction, and in all that related to the raising, equipment,

and management of such a force, the various Colonies would,

sometimes unintentionally, at other times through local jeal-

ousy, or sectional selfishness, be almost incessantly thwarcing

each other, just as they are now doing, every year, in their

legislation upon matters in which they have a common interest.

Were the Colonies consolidated under a single Government,

they would, there is no reason to doubt, cheerfully accept, as

a natural consequence of their being united, the obUgation of

protecting themselves. They would feel too, in that case,

their own real strength, and would not, under any circum-

stances, shrink despairingly from the duties thus imposed on

them. As a single Commonwealth, they would very soon be

in a position to assume the whole charge of their own defence,

or to contribute to the defences of the whole Empire to an

extent equivalent to that. Great Britain would thus be

relieved of a great burden, and British North America would

be to her a right arm of strength, instead of, as at present, a

cause of weakness.

One inevitable result of the proposed Union would be the

immediate connection of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and

Canada by railroad. The completion of a work which would


