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I BEG leave to n-prefciit to you, tint the five men nam-
ed in the margin,* bt'loiiging to His Majefty's floop Halifax,

nndcr my CGinrnaiul, when fent with a petty officer in the jolly

boat, in Hampton Roads, on the 7th of March laft, to weigh
a kcdgc anchor, which had been previoufly dropped for the

piirpofe of fwiiiging tlic flv- by, taking the advantage of the

dulk of the cveninjr, mutinieu upon the petty ofTicer, fome of

tht'in threatening to murder him, hut, the reft interfering

they defiiloc! ; huwever, taking the boat under their own com-
mand, the/ fuccocdcd in deferting, by landing at Sewcl'a

I'uitit.

The whole of the above mentioned defertcrs, I have fince

been informed, entered on board the United States frigate

Chcfapeake, and were fcen by me, and feveral of my officers,

parading the llreets of Norfolk ir. triumph, under the Ameri-
can flag. A few days after the defertion, I accofted Oiie of

thefe men, Henry Saunders, afking the rcafon of hit deferting,

and received for anfw^r, that he did not intend any thing of
ihe kind, but was compelled by the reft to af&ft, and would
embrace the firft opportunity of returning. At that moment,
Jtnikin Ratford, one of the faid deferters, coming up, took
tlic arm of the faid Henry Saunders, declaring with an oath,

that neither he, or any of the reft of the deferters, ihould re-

turn to this {hip, and, with a contemptuous gefture, told me
lie was in the Land of Liberty, and inllantly dragged tlie faid

Henry Saunders away.

Finding tha*^ my cxpoftulating any longer, would not only

be ufelcfs in obtaining the deferters, but, in all probability,

have coUefted a mob of Americans, who, no doubt, would
have proceeded to fteps of violence, I inftantly repaired to the

houfe of Colonel Hamilton, (the Britifti Conful there) and

related every circumftance which occurred, and applied to him,

as alfo, to Lieutenant Sinclair of the rendezvous for the Unit-

ed States fervice, to recover the faid deferters, but without

cffea.

Being fince in formed that Jenkin Ratford has been recov-

ered, in aftion, on board the United States frigate Chefa-

peake, with His Britannic Majcfty's ftiip Leopard, and now a

» RicLHuberriHejirvSaimder", Jenkin RaifordjCeo.NorthjWm.Hi!!-


