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PREFACE.
AS many publications on the fubje^ tf the American

conteft have already appeared to the world, fome
apology is neceflary for the intrufion of any thing fur-

ther : However, if that fuhjeiJ be placed in a new light,

I hope it will be deemed a fuflicienc reafon for offering

this treatife to the public.

After illuftrating the advantage Great Britain derived

from the commerce of each Colony refpedlively, with

the probable cauf^s of the infurredlion, and to whofe

charge it ought to be laid, I have endeavoured to

point out the fpecific difference, and confequences of ex-

ercifing the right of laying on duties in general or port

duties only, and to fhew that the intereft of the empire

requires, that our fellow-fubjeAs in America fliould bo

exempt from all taxation but external, and that, in con-

fequence of this exemption, the American Colonics be

further reflrained in their navigation and fijheries than

they lately nuere. The regulation of the commerce of its

Colonies, and right of impojing external duties, it ig

proved this country has, confident with the very nature

of colonization, enjoyed from the beginning : How far

the exercife of thofe powers may render all (even th»

northern Colonies, who rival us in export) advanca-

geous, is largely treated on.

The confequences to us of the independence of all,

or part of our American Colonies are explained ; at

likewife how deeply the other European ftates are inte-

refted in the event.

The necefllty of, and happy confequences attending

an union with Ire' and ; the improvement of the revenue

in Scotland, and means of increafing the fiflieries of the

Britifli ifles, arc particularly treated of: And laftly,

I have endeavoured to fliew, that the Britifh poffef-

fions in Afia, might, by proper maniigoment, be ren-

dered far fuperior to all wc ever held in America.
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