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AN EXPLORATION OF THE COUNTRY

LTina »iiTw«iiii TUB
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ON Till Lim or

THE KANSAS AND (HIKAT PLATTE RIVERS.

VV'asiiincto.n, March 1, 1813.

To Colonel J. J. AllKKT,

Chu-f of ihf Corji^ »f Top. Kmr

:

Sir : Ajjr(!('iil)ly to yniir itnlcrH to explore

anil rc[)ort niMni tlio country Iwtwccn llio

frontier)* of Miflnonri aiitl the Soiiili Vnt"* in

the Iliie.ky nioiiiitaiii.-', ami on the line of the

Kansas and (Jreat IMiitte rivers, I tn't out

from VVacliinpton city on the 'Jil day of May,
IS 13, anti arrived at St. EouiH, hy way of

New York, the UlM of .May, where the nc-

ccsHary |)re|>arations uereconipleteil, and the

expedition commenced. I proceeded in a

«teani!)oat to CliotiteanV landing, alimit four

iiundred miles l)y water from St. I.oui!<, and

near the mouth of the Kansas river, whence
we proceeded twelve miles to Mr. Cyprian
Chouteau's tradinjj house, where we com-
pleted our linal arrangements for the expedi-

tion.

Had weather, which interfered with a.xtro-

uojnical oliscrvationo, delayed us neveral

Jays in the early part of June at this poht,

which is on the ri^rht bank of the Kan^aH
river, ahont ten miles almvc the mouth, and
six iK-yond the western boundary of Missouri.

The sky cleared off at length, and we were
enabled to determine our position, in hmgi-
tude nU' 2.'i'4fi", and latitude 39* 6' 67 .

The elevation alMJvo the sea is about 700
feet. Our camp, in the meantime, presented

an animated and bustlin)r scene. All were
busily occupied in completinjj the necessary

arrun<rements for our campaign in the wil-

derness, and profiting by this short delay on
the verpe of civilisation, to provide ourselves

with allthe little essentials to comfort in the

nomadic life we were to lead for the ensuing
summer months. Gradually, however, every-

thing—the materiel of the camp, men,
horses, and even mules—settled into its

place, and by the 10th we were ready to de-

part ; but, before we mount our horses. I will

pive a short description of the [arty with
which I performed this service,

I had collected in the neighborhood of St.

I/niis twenty-one men, principally Crtole and
Canadian loi/atrcur!', who had Ih'coiim' fami-

liar with prairie life in the service of the liir

companies in the Indian country. Mr.
Charles I'reuss, a native of (Germany, was
my assistant in the tonogni|ihical part of the

survey. I.. Mnxweil, of Kaskaskia, had
k'en eii|:aged as hunter, and Christopher

Carson (more familiarly known, for his ex-
ploits in the mountains, as Kit Carson) was
our puido. The persons engaged in St.

liOiiis were

:

Clement Lambert, J. B. I/Esperance, J.

n. Ix;f4vre, IJenjamin I'ofra, Louis (Jonin,

J. B. Diimis, Basil Lajeunesse, I''rH!i9riiij

TeHsic, Benjamin Cadotte, Joseph Ciiiiienf,

Daniel Simonds, Leonard Benoit, Michel
Morlvi Baptistc Bcrnier, Ilonore Ayot.Fran-
9ois liatulippe, Franfois Badeau, Louis Me-
nard, Josepn Ruelle, Moise Chardonnais,
Augustc Janisse, Raphael Proue.

In addition to these, Henry Brant, son of
Col. J. B. Brant, of St. I^uis, a young man
of nineteen years of age, and Randolph, a
lively Iwy of twelve, son of the Hon. Thomas
II. fienton, accompanied me, for the develop-

ment of mind and body which such an expe-
dition would give. We were all well armed
and mounted, with the exception of eight

men, who conducted as many carts, in which
were packed our stores, with the baggage
and instruments, and which were each drawn
by two mules. A few loose horses, and four

oxen, which had been added to our stock of

provisions, completed the train. We set out

on the morning of the lOlh, which happened
to be Friday—a circumstance which our men
did not fail to remember and recall during


