
bat It U la point ot rlebaw* that th* Htttt

n^orlty axoel. It U entiralj agrMd •monR
U Uie mining men and axpart* wha have

TlalMd tbia ooantry, (and tbaj hiT* oaan many)

tbat iqIdm ot Ruoh riobneat do not axlit any-

whan, and probablr navar did aziat anrwbara,

OB tha Amarloan contlnant. Thara la only ona

mina la tb« Siocao wbleh doaa not ran ovar

ona Bundrad oincaa o( alWar to tha ton, and

aavaral ran ataadllj ovar tiro bandrad, and

a'aa chraa baadral ouocaa. A faw abipnianta

bara ylaldad ratarnt Immanuly hlRhar than

anjr of (haaa tlgaraa, but ther wara probablj

not (alrlr repreaantatlTa ot tbair mloaa.

Tha opening np of tbl« ramwkabia diatrlot

ba« bean vary rapid. Altboaffb It wa< only

dlacoToKd In 1891, It la already tappad by tha

Nakoap & Slocan Ittllway. and bat for tha

Sloean, tha Nelun & Fort Sbappbard Railway

woald not yet hava bean built. Cbartara hara

bMO oblaload for two otbar railways right

Into the haart of tha Sloean diatrlot.

Alraady thraa tawna bava apmnir op in tha

di .rlct. Tha Sloean la dWldad Into two min-

lag campa, almoat equal In Imporlanca, tha

Silrerion camp, and tba Carpenter Creek camp.

The former la, and mnat always be, •applied

from the town of Sllrerton, but It la qaeation-

able whether the chief supply point for Cer-

penter Croak will ba New OeDTer or Three

Forks. Tha latter has the adrantage of close-

nesi to the minea, and the general opinion Is

chat It will be tha " burrahtown, " tha place

where "the boys" will go to bare a good

time, and where there will be moat cash

in circulation. But New DeoTer has

thr adrtataga of a magilAcent site

on Slocan Lske, and Is by far the moat daatrable

place for residence. All the miae-ownvra wno
hsTe wins and families will live there and

have the r ofticett there, and nearly all the

women and children of the district will he reel

dant at New Denver. Moreover, New Denver

la situated about half way between the two

mining camps and will, therefore, ba the eenirr

for Qovemment bublnees, professional nirn.

cbools. and probably banks. The ti ivernment

buiidlDRS of the district are alraady iherr, and

vtry fine buildings they are. New Denver will.

therefore, be the seat of popvla'lan and ul

what in a mining cxmp would pass tot re-

spactabllity, but Sllverton and Three Forks

will be the placea to make money and do the

basinaaa of the minea.

To an Eastern Canadian It is an inlerestiog

eiperleoca to come out to a luinioii canp,

Canada is known throagbout the world as the

Mtcca ot 'ba reapcctable and the plana. Not

ao, Waat Kootenay. A man eoiiiing from Un-

tarlo or Nova Scotia would think twice btfora

saying. "This is my own, my native land!"

"Holy Willie" could not hara kept soul and

body togathar In Wast Kootenay. Neither is

there much isai for prohibition In this district.

There la something In the climate that makes
a man very "drouthy" at times. Yet drunk

annesa in ita worst forms Is very rare. At thv

last celebration ot tba anniversary ot Darns'

birthday In New Denver nineteen men drank

eighteen quarts of Scotch whisky, yet not one

ol them had the least dimruily in walking

home. Bat In the more Important Christian

virtues these men of the U'tst can give a good

many pointers to the men of the ICaat. No man
will ever starve out here while his neighbors

have anything left to share with him. Many a

saloonkeeper in the Slocan has supported

troops of men daring the long winlrra. when
work was scarce and proapecting Impossllila.

On the whole, 1 prefer the publlrans of the

Slocan to tbe Fharisees of a good many other
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baalnaaa and piling up what the RothachlMa

are trying to knock down. I nerar waa ao

aurprlaad aa when tha other day from the daek

ot the William Hantar I gaaad for the flrat

time upon this unique little metropolis. Surely

Sllrerton waa well named. As the boat grace-

tally skimmed up to the wharf I dirlded

my attention between the radiant faces of the

poaaangars and a great, long, but compactly

built, rrooden abed open In front and facing tba

landing. Approaching, it became erldeot tbat

tbe entire building was (Iliad with mail aacks.

"No, it Is not possible," mused tha tenderfoot

half aloud, and then a Mllvartonian came to the

reacne by remarking, " No. stranger, those are

not mail bsgs : they are full of higb-itrada silver

ore, and there are seven hundred and fifty tons

all ready for shipment here now, and there are

ten tone coming in every day. I could scarcely

beliere my eyea, but the surprise unce over I

summed np the situation and ground out ao

aphorism something like tbie :
" The town that

makea the biggeat splurge often has tba

smallest pile of ore on the wharf."

But there Is another and vary aalHcIeot rea-

son why Silvcrtonians may be pardoned for

giving their Idol a name so euphonijus that a

tongue tied child may lisp it.

.Sllrerton is situated on a sllrery lake. A
poet once applied inis title to a lake some

Silreiton.

Whether It be war or peara, Sllrerton Is all

right. While the sllvarlt<« In many of the

mining aect'ons are resting on their oars, the

SUrertonlana are keeping uptheereo tenor ol

A ClItCHI H OK TBR SRI.KIUKS.

There In New York Stale, but we w'll excuse
him, as It Is a matter ot history that he oarer
even gaaed upon Slocan's amber waters or ruf

Had her hoaoin with his paddle. Slocan Lake
Is about twenty eight miles in I 'ngth and from
one to one and a half wide, and the prettiest

and most charming piece of water to

all British Columlila. From the water
shed which forms a circle around it,

at an ararage distance of tan or twelve
miles, turbulent streams dash down to

meet their plarld mother, whose clear

depths are the home of innumerable siierkled

trout and a Joy to navigators aa well as the

lover of the reel and rod.

It is on the east shore of this charming isks.

alwut fonr mile* from New Denver, that Silver

ton has her home.
The growth of Miss Sllverton hss been <iults

remarkable whan It Is considered she onlv
dales her birth back to a June day In lii!is.

Now she boaata ot two large well e<ialpped
hotels, another nearly completed, a large store
cumptately stocked with general merchandise
and miners' oatttls, a post nITIi-e and a large
number of oast dwelling h>ju»e«. The
town site Is a modrl one. Ir^mtlng mm it

doaa on tba lake oad aloplng gracafally back

to tbe tootJiilla. In all It containa nearly three

hundred acreo, not a rod of whioh Is broken,

save tbroagh tha heart ot tbe (own site, where
Four Ulle creak meandera down to Join tha

lake,

I'erhapa ona ot tha atrangeat faeta to the

Wlnnlpegar or Torontonlan In relation to thia

appropriately named mining Tillage and lake

port is, that up to within fonr weeks ago
ererything in tha way of aupplles waa rery

eipenslra, the freight from Nakaap on tha

I'pper Arrow lake alone being from two and a
half to live cents a pound.
Kverything was brought by pack train In

thoae 'daya as far aa the Bead of Slooon lake, a
distance ot twenty milea, and from thara by

boat. But now, with the advent of the Na-

kaap and Slocan railway, the freight draw-
backs have been much facilitated, the railway

now bringing Sllverton's freight to and reeelr-

Ing her ores at Wilson Creek, eight miles dis-

tant by water. Orer this route pliea ragalarly

the steamer W. Hunter, named after ona of her

owners, who Is also an actire member of the

trading Arm of Hunter & UeKlnnon, proprie-

tors of the Sllrerton store as well aa a large and
well established business at New Denver. This

boat was built two ysars ago by the S'oeaa

Trading and Narlgation Co., and waa tbe flrat

to ply on this lake. She Is sixty feet In length
with a tweire loot beam, regl'stare thirty 'on*

and comfortably aecommodatea from thirty to

fifty people.

But a few minutes more with the silver quea-

tioo and 1 will leare you tojudna for youraelf

of the prtjspecu In store for Sllrerton, Nearly
all the great silver mines of the rich .Sloean

countiy are tributary to and in cloaa proximity
to Sllverton. Ttarre is enough ot the metal in

>lght within a radius of ten milea to build

up a Leadvllle once tha minea are all being

worked. From the Alpha, two and a quarter

mitea up Four Mile Creak frotri Silvartoo's

wharf, one four horse team draws dally eleven
tons of ore, which assays sixty per cent.

lead and nearly two hundred onncaa ot sllrar

to tba ton. It has been estimated that tha
Alpha owners can depjtit this ore at tha whar
lor less than thr>e dollars per ton. Tbe owners
ol the Alpha have an ahniat Inrxhanailtile

supply ol ore to draw from, and It would aaam
that they mast ;iad It prontable In the future
now that the railway so much facllltataa trans-

portation. Five milea up Fwr " - Creek are

located llead ,snd Itobinson's t. j\. ,

.

Un the same side, up on the Car^nter erenk
divide, theCsnad Ian group and the Ivanhoe arc
located, and only nine milee away tha t'lal >fr

.Maiden Mtltl hold* th« greater portion of he,

treasures, (in the south side of the creek, five

miles nearer Sllverton, is the \'anooavar groap,
and on the same side are all new locatlona
Sliver Mountain, near Sllverton, on Ita differ

ent sides baa lh» bear sliver mines In tha
country. Another fact worth noting la that
Afteen new riainis. several of them known to

tie wry rich, have Iteen prospected within a
few miles of Sllverton. and up at the head of

Four Mile Cra^k gold iiusrtx le now being
brought out in considerable iiuantlllee. The
rapid development of mining In the Sloraa
country can beat be Judged when one slope lo
cjnsidet that It will only hs three years next
Octolier since Kll Carpenter and .lohn Heatin
Aret discovered tbe white metal—the Noble
Five group on Carpenter creek - and turned the
eyas of the world toward Slocan.

Sllverton is reached from Canadian points
tbroagh Iteveistoke. H. C, on Ihe main line ot

the ('. I*. IL. and fmm American polnia
through N«lson. li. ('.. via Spokane or Hon
ners Ferry. II the propherlea of mining ex
perts and business men of Impartial Jadg-
meat lieoome reallxatloos, Sllrerton will ere
long outstrip all competltora and proudly take
her place where she belongs at the head of

Ihr prm-^tusiuti In West Kiktienay.

I ommunlraiinn between Sllverlun and New
Daovar la conducted by meaoa of a telapboaa


