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with n mnr»nnniinity for which they Imd
never i'(>iiHf'<l to take credit, |iurt.i('iilinly

the hoii. the ISIiniHter of PuMie Works.
Ami they iiskcMl the peoph! to eoiitraHt

tiieir tim^niilieciit iiiiiiniiistratioii uml the

wonderful lieiietits they coiifeiTod upon
tiie country, l>y their patriotiHin and
ability, with the t iiure, as tliey allej,'ed,

of those who succ -led ihcni in power.

Thehon. tlie Ministerofi'iihlic Works had
alleged, in his usually loud tones, and
Htroni.' Iani,'ua;,'e, that th(* lute Adniin-

i.striition destroyed the faliric which their

prcdceessorH had raisod, and that they

wore responsiltle for the larj^e ex|)eiidi-

turo and the di'licits which ha»l sincti

occurred. Not oidy had they succeeded

in ])ei'suadinL; the constituencies through-

out the country, if they were t(J judj^e liy

the electors, l>ut there were many lion.

ni(Mnl)ers of the Ifouso who Kceined

really to believt* that such was tlu;

fact, that the expenditures had >;rown

up to their jircsent extraordinary

dimensions because of the nialadiuinistra-

tion of the late (lovernment, aid that

the n(!cessity for iin[K)siuj^ these new
taxes had l)een occasioned liy soniethinj^or

other done i)y the late Administration, or

'«omethin<^ they nei;,lected to do. They
had heard this statement over and over

again durint; the debate ; but he (Mr.

Anglin) always looked with surprisi! at

every bon. gentleman so speaking, and
scanned his features in order to ascertain

•if he made the statement seriously, and
believed, himself, what he alleged, and
he (Mr. Anglin) was forced to believe

that, in most cases, the hon. members
who made those statements, were really

convinced of the truth of what they said.

But who was it that increased the ex-

penditure ] It was increased from

$12,000,000 or |1 4,000,000 during the

first vears of Confederation to

$2:{,006,000 or 824,000,000 in 1S73-74.

This fact ajipeared clear and unquestion-

able to any one examining the Public

Accounts and the Estimates : that that ex-

traordinary expenditure was fiast fastened

on the country by hon. gentlemen op-

posite. There was the increase of the

subsidies to the Provinces. There was
the adjustment of the debt between On-

tario and Quebec. When put altogether,

their Estimates for the last year they

were in power were some $23,500,000nor
.$24,000,000. Why, then, should the

late Administration be held responHible

for the increase ? Wheiv, when, or liow,

h(t would ask, were the late Goveitiment

responsible for that increase ? Where,
when, or how did they nnike the addition

which liad been inadt^ to the pt'riuaiu'nt

lialiilities of the coinitry i What wan
the reason that it wiis necessary, to-day, to

im-rease the taxation of the country t

They were tohl there was a deficit of

.*2,00(),00(), ard that it w.iuld be neccH-

sary to raise .«2,400,000. They w<>re

told that the euiount of the fishery

award was to bo absorbed in meeting

existing f'air.idian lialiilities. lie agrwtd

to a great extent with the lion, member
from Prince Kdward Ishuul, who main-

tained that that money belonged by right

to the people of the Maritinu; Provinces,

and more especially to the men who were

engaged in the fisheries, from whom, in

fact, all was taken for which that nmney
was the ecpiivalent. However, that

money had been taken to meet lial>ilities.

He thought li(( understood, from tlui late

Finance Minister, that he contemplated

using that money for a similar purpose;,

wheth(!r permanently or not he did not

say ; and he alleged, as a justilication,

the condition of the finances of the

country. Ho ^Mr. Anglin) did not

know that anything the late (Jovi^'uinent

had ilone had rendered it necessary now
to increase taxation, and tliat jiroposition

was emphatically denied on his side

of the House. They denied that they

had in the slightest degree increa.sed the

peimanent lial)ilities of the country, ex-

cept to an extent that wsus unavoidable.

They were compelled, in order to meet
the liabilities incurred by their ])redeces-

sors, and the obligations they had im-

|)ose(l on the Governnumt, to borrow a
large amount of money. The interest

must be paid on that money, and a .sink-

ing fund provided. To that extent the

Government were compelled to increiv.se

the pecuniary liabilities of the country.

Then there was the establishment of the

Mounted Police in the North-West,

that he believed the previous Govern-

ment themselves were prepared to estab-

lish. The expense caused by this was
enormous, but he thought it was regarded

as a salutary measure. But, if any one
of the hon. gentlemen now forming the

majority of this House imagined that

that expense could be disjiensed with, he


