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( lovemnient to develope tliis important part of Ontario. But
in the. meantime, the i)ioneei- work of settlement liad been go-
ing on and ' scpiatters ' had poked tlieir wav into the distrfot,
forming the nncleiis of tlie setthMnents, wide apai't from eacli
..ther, ()f to-da}'. Sh)wly the current of emigration turned in
this <lireetion as the pioneers sent out reports of the fruitful

-

ness of the soil and the favorable climate. (Jrain (.f all kinds
was found to do wtdl, frost or snow veiy siddom injuriiiL'-

wheat, and midge, weevil, and liessian tly aiv unknown,' Hai~-
hy% oats and rye produce uncommonly' well; peas, free from
wornrs, grow to a very I'emarkahle size, yielding very large
crops. Roots and vegetables surpass eve'rythino- secii in th<'

older settlements. Long e.\])ei'ience here shows the district to
be pur e-rci'/J^oh-", THK DAlliV I'.AIfM ol' ( )\TAI{1(). ( )wing to the
fr»'(pient heavy dews a parched pasture Held is jiever seT'ii, and
the commonest breeds of cattle roauung 'in the c(»mmon,s' are
kept in excellent condition. Every variety of soil is to be had,
from heavy clay to sar.d and gravel. an<l strang<' to say, the
sandy soils yield very tine cro])s for years without any per
eeptible deprecation. The country is broken by rocks and
bluffs, but the inter\'eni)ig valleys are exceedingly feitile.

Twenty years ago large sections were swept by foi est "fires, and
the second growth is pop/ar, well adapted for paj)er mamifac-
tui-e, soon to become valuable. Kxjdorcrs tdl us that the pine
forests northward are vei-y valuable, immense 'limits' beitig
alreaily in the hands of hnuber c()m])anies. The fishei-i<'s are a

jiroHtable industry, ai.d i»roperly guarded arc likely to remain
so for many years. At Manitoulin Island, Cockbiirn and St.

Joseph's islands, Mississagua. Thes.salon, Hi'uce Mines, Fort Kin-
ley, Saul t, Ste. Mai'ie, Pi'ince. ( ioulais Bay and Batchewauing
thriving settlements have been established, and the agricidtur-
al popidation is counted by tens of tli(.nsaiids, with room for

1 liousaiids more.'

A(;iii<'ri/ri K.vi. ( .vi»aijimtiks or iiii:

llll Xl)i:i{ l\\\ DISI'IIK I.

JoiiX Ari'KKN. of Port .Vrthur, whose loiig residen<'e in

the Distj'ict and accurate obser\ation may b(> gathere<l from
the foilowinef :

" r came to Thundei- Bay District in 1<S(I1) from Lancaster,
Ulengary, and have been a le.sident here (-vei' since. The pre-

sent site of Port ArthiM' was then woods, and I was obliged to

underbrush enough of ground on which t<i pitch iu\' tent. The
only buildings were the ( iovernment building; now occ-upied bv
the Ontai'io Baid^, a small store occupied by Marks Bro.s.,anda


