
ELEMENTAEY CHEMISTEY
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,1 the fermentation of sweetjuices were also known, as ..re eha, hrou.ht abouITnbakmg day, m burning lin., in cooking n.eat, in tanning
hides, n working metals, and Bo on. The Egyptian priest^-ac e h.rge „un.her. of experinlen^ and tly cheS
matters are ouche,! upon in our own I^il.Io. But for a verylong time all tliese things were known nn-rely as discon-
nected facts-they were not classiiled and no relationship
were studu d out, So they did not form a science.

^
But, hy degrees cc-rtain n,en he^an to makeaspecial studyof the metals, havu., a belief that it was possibleTo convert

those that were altered in the fire) into gold and silverthe noble ' n.etals (those that fire did not affect). Such acnange would not only bo interesting ia itself, but wouldmake the man t^uvt knew how to bring it about enormouslynch-and men have always had a strong desire to be rich!The men who believed that such a change could be brought
about, and who n.ado.experiments with this object in viewwere called alchennsts, and the change of oni metal ntoanother which they hoped to effect, was called transmuta-
tion.; Many of these alchemists were exceedingly } -,J.working men, and performed an enormous number of experi-ments

;
and. although they nev.T succeeded in making goldfrom anythmg else, they did discover a large numbefof

useful and interesting substances and processes.
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everything: Just whaUhi^r.^^^^^^
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