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book tiîat happened to bc making a stir
just thon in the ivorld of letters. What
a pity that Reiuaiî's criticismn of -the
Mosaic aunais liad xiot been doiayed a
few inontlîs.

One of the cities whorc a library or
librarios oxisted wvas Kirjathisopher, or
Book-town (the City of Lettors), mon-
tioned in Josli. xv. 16. It %vas aise, caiicd
Kirjath-Sannali, or City of Instruction,
doubtioss fromn the school ivhich was
attached to its library. Tho site is un-
fortunatoly lest ; sh-juid it ever bo re-
covered we iînay expect te, find there
litorary troasures beyond ail price. Why,
indeed, slîould it be theought a thing in-
credible tlîat soine day we may fiîîd
tabiets contaiîîing the Ten Coînmand-
inents, or sonie of the principal laws of
the Ilebrew nation~ in the handwriting of
Mose~s himseif. Would such a find be
any more wonderful than that which has
been foulnd within the last few years ?

In short, thon, in the fifteenth century,
B.C., the whoie, of the Orientai world
was filled wvith~ schoois and lîbraries,
with readers and writers, witli teachers
and pupils. The books whichi were cein-
posed and studied wvere in the language,
and script of Babylonia ; and the centre
cf. ail this iitcrary activity ivas Canaan.
Here the civilizatien of Egypt and Baby.
lonia met and coaiesccd.

How far astray, tiien, are they who
suppose that tie Israeiites caine up iiito
a land of ignorance. Joshua and bis
arniy settlcd iii a lanîd of cities and for-
tresses, woalthy anld numorous. The
people, cspeciaiiy on the sea-coast, were
highly culturcd as coînpared with the
Israeiites, and excelled- as workers in
gold and silver, as nianufacturers of
porcelain and vari-celourea glass, as
weavers (if richly-dyed linoen, and tijeir
nierchants traded with the most distant
parts of the known world.

Yet it was a civilization wvhich the
original p>ssessors wero unable te carry
further, an~d which, iii thocir hands, ivas
slow]y degonerating. Lt needcd the in-
fusion of vigrorous, simple elements such
as nemadie fsraei couid givo. The rapid
advance froin noinadisin te the organized
aud brilliant --ii)pireocf Solomen is largoly
te, bceoxpi;îinod by this prier Canaaîîitishi
civilizatieji forming a framework of pe-
litical and social oelemonts wvhich Israel
inherited, and whichi did net îîeed te ho
painfully and slowiy broughit out de 7wwr.

Bore is light un these passagos in
wlîich rofereîîco is mado to Molchizedek:
" Two or thrc yoars ago it wouid have
soemed a dreanii of the wildest enthusiasrn

te suggest that liglît would be thrown by
modemn discovery un the history of Mel -
chizodek. Whatevor iingering scrupies
the critic mniglit have feit about rojectîng
tho histericai chiaractor cf the first haif of
the fourteeîîth chapter of Gonesis, lie
feit none at ail as te the second hiaif cf it.
Molchizodek, 'King cf Salem' anîd priest
cf the inost higli Cod, appeared te, bo
altogctiior a creatureof ifnytliologyy. And
yet among the surprises whîich tho tablets
cf Tel-el-Amarna had in store for us wvas
the discovery that after ail Mcichizedekç
nîight weii have beon an historicai per-
sonage." Se says Sayco iii bis "lHiglier
Criticisin and the Monuments."

In this bundie cf old lettors thore are
quite a number froni Ebed-Tob, the
king cf Jerusaiem. In aimost every one
cf then hoe makes the dlaim that hie is
net an ordinary king sucli as the othor
kings cf Palostine. Be had been ai»
pointed te, hîs office, net by the Pharaohi,
but by the armn or oracle cf " the mighty
God," i.e., the suprome deity cf bis city.
He aise makes dlaim that lio rules net by
inheritance, that hoe is kingr net because
his father was king beforo him. 1'Neither
my father uer ny inother have exaited
me in this place, it ivas the oracle cf the
nîighty God that gave it me," says ho in
many cf bis letters.

Appointed by the voice cf the God lie
worshippod, ho was thus a priest ratiier
than a king. Melchizedek is calied
king cf Saicîin instead cf k-ing cf Jeru-
saliîn, because lie ivas first priest cf the
înost high God, and king only in virtue
cf bis priestiy office. It is îîow aise clear
why tho father anîd motiier of Melciiiz-
edek are net namoed. Like Ebed-Tob,
bis authority ivas net bîîsed on the righît
cf inhoritance, lie hîad boon calied te
exorcise it oy a diviine voico. Tue state
over wbich lie 1)rosided was in reality a
theocracy.

The letters cf Ebed-Tob furtber show
why it was thiat Meicbizedek wvent forth
to bleas Abram in the naine cf lus God,
after the defeat cf tho Babylonian kings.
Bis God was Salem, the Prinîce cf Peace.
Abram's victory liad delivered Palestine
frein the invader and restoed it again to
peace ; tlîe sacred charactor cf the priest-
king cf .Jerusalem, must have been ac-
lknowledged througliout, thc ueighlbouring
district, and te, hiîî, accordingly, the
victerieus Hebrew paid the custemary
tithe. It is net difficuit te believe thiat
Isaiali, wbo ivas well acquaiîited witli
the eider iîistory of bis birtiî-piace, i.i
reforring te the ancient naine and oracle
cf Jerusalii, whîoîî lie bestows upexi the
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