
PRESBYTERIAN RECORD
FOIR Imm

DOMINION 0F CANADA.

Vol. VIII. DECEMBER, 1883. No. 12

aO 17P OI 11IT w a.
New Govemnr-General ................ ObItusr7 Notem........ e................. 318
Wiater.... ............... .............. 809 Eoolesiaatical Newo ........................ 318
Acta and Proflbeding of Genoral Auuemhly ... 10 Augmeentation of Stipends .................. 321
Synod Meeting M.aritimne Provines........... 811 Foreign Minions, West Dr. Wardm*o .......... 32
Ssbbatb-Sobool Interamional Léess..........8 12 Formosa, Rev. Dr. 9. L Maokar ............. 4
Our Own Chureh ............................ 8314 New Hebrideo Mission, R.v. J. Annaad.......824
The Colloes ......... ....... ............ 8315 Ll.terature ................................ f2
Mlanitoba Items and College openlng. .......... 3Mi Pontia......................................32

ght grw ~-&urI

Y HE MARQUIS 0F LANSDOWNE ar-
rived at Quebec on the 23rd of October,

and met with a very bearty welcome from the
rnl)abitants of the Ancient Capital. The
formai reception took place in the new Parlia-
mnent Buildings, where the ex-Governor-
General, the Marquis of Lorne, and the Minis-
ters of the Dominion and Provincial Legisla-
turcs assembled, and where the new Governor-
General was duly installed into office. Our
hope and trust is that he will prove hirnself a
worthy successor of his immediate predeces-
sors-Lord Dufferin andthe Marquis of Lorne
-whose names are written indelibly on the
hearts of the people of Canada.

~HE winter begins, astronomnically, with
Tl the 21St of Dccemnber, the shortest day,
but in these northern latitudes it ispractical/y
winter at least a month earlier. If any are
disposed to commniserate our condition during
the five rnonths in which land and water are
hermetically sealed, their judgm.ent cannot be
based on personal knowledge of our Canadian
winter, which is at once invrorating and en-
joyable in a rernarkable degree. Even the
interruption to trade and commerce is now
scarcely felt since the development of the rail-
way systern, the benefits of which are every-
where experienced. In so far as the Churchi
is.concerned, the ýseason on which we have en-

tered is by far the most active of the whole
year. It affords special opportunities for
work. Winter often compels liesure. The
long evenings are favourable for congrega-
tional meetings, social and fellowship meet-
ings, missionary meetings, business meetings.
It is then, too, that our Young Men's and
Young Women's Associations, our Sunday-
schools and Bible classes, our Dorcas societies
and ail the varied machinery of the Church
corne into full play. There is more tîrne for
reading, meditation and prayer. Winter is
often a spiritual harvest-time. Why sbould it
not be so in ail the congregations? It is the
tirne to, plan and carr out evangelistic efforts
arnoug the more neglected districts which
abound in aIl sections of the Church. Often
enough there is a dark fringe of serni-heathen-
isrn round about us, and we leave it untouched
year after year. It is a tirne, too, when tihe
world's great need should be considered by us
in the iight of conscience and of our severai
ability. It wiii flot do for us to forget the les-
sons, we may well say the warnings, of thie
late census. If other Churches are moving
onward at a more rapid pace than ours, it be-
cornes us to be up and doing. No congrega-
tion is in a healthy condition that is contented
to be merely self.supporting. The more we
do for others the better shall we thrive our-
selves. In arranging for the winter's work let
sessions and manag,,ers give due prominence
to aIl the missionary and benevoient enter-
prizes of the Church. They are necessarily
various,-Home Missions, Foreign Missions,
Colleges, Missions to the French Roinan
Catholics. There are funds to, help weak con-
gregations, to provide for aged and inlirm
ininisters and the widows of ministers, to aid
in the erection of churches and manses in the
new settiernents. It is one of the pnivileges


