
most picturesque and intcrcsting of cities, beneath the brightest
orskies, and by the brightest of @cas. Censorioustiess was not
the vice of the neighbours whom he had chosen. Thcy ivere a
race corrupted by a bad governinent and a bau religion ; long re-
nowned ifir skill in the -arts of voiuptuousness, and tolerant of ai
the capriices of srensuality. Frein the public opinion of the coun-
try of bis adoption, he had notliing to dread. Willi the public
opinion of the country of his birili, he wvas at open war. H-e
plunged into ivili and deuperate excesses, ennobled lhy no gener-
ous or tenr1é-: sentiment. Frein bis Venetian harem he eent fortit
volume alter volume, full cf eloquence, of wit, of pathos, cf'rn-
haldry. and cf bitter disdain. Hi& heatth sank îsnder the effects
of his intemperance. His bair turned grey. His food ceased te
tîeurish him. A hectic lever withered him up. It seemed tit
bis body and mind were about to perish together.

Front this wretched degradation le was in sorne ineasure rescu-
cd by an attachmtnt, culpitbl ;ndeed, yet sucb as, judged by thîe
standard of morality establislied in the country svhere he lived,
migbt be called virtuous. But an imagination polluted b>' vice,
a temper embittered by mistortune, and a hoame habituated to
the fatal excitement cf intoxication, prevented him frein fully on-
Jo.ying the happiness which he miglit have derived frein the pur-
est and moit tranquil cf bis many attachinents. Midnight draughts
of ardent spirits and Rbenish wines had begun te work the ruin
of bis fine intellect. His verse lust xnucb of the energy an'd con-
densatien whicb bcd distinguished it. But lie would net resign,
witbout a struggle,-the empire wl)ich ho Lad exercised over the
menà of bis generation. A new dream cf ambition arose before
hum-to bc the centre cf a literar>' party ; the great mevzr cf an
intellectual revolution ;-to guide the public mind cf France
fropn the ville of Ferne>'. With this hiope, it ehould seoin, he
established The Liberal. But, powerfully as ho Lad affected the
imaginations ef bis contemporaries, ho maistook bis own powers,
if ho Loped te direct their opinions ; and ho still more grossly
mnistoolk Lis own disposition, if Le ibought that Le cou Id long ac
in concert with other mon cf letters. T he plan failed, and igne-
mWoiusly : Angry wvith himself, angry wit bLis coadjutors, lie
rel*inquisbed it; and turned te another preject, the last and the
noblest cf bis life.

A nation, once the first among the nations, pre-eminent in
knewledge, pre-eminent in militar>' glory, the cradle of phikoso-
phy, cf eloquence, and cf the fine arts, Lad been for ages bowed
down under a cruel yoke. AUl the vices Which tyranny gene-
rates--the abject vices which it generates in those whn submit
te it-the feccieus vices wbiclî it generates in those ivho strug-
-le against it-bad deformed the cliaracter of» that miserable race.
'The valeur wbicb Iiad wvon the great battle cf human civilizati-
ut),-which liad saved Europe, and suIbjugatcd Asi;i, lingercd on-
sy among pirates and robbprs. Tite ingenuiîy, once se cospi-
cuous-4y dispflayed in evefo' departinent cf physical aud moral
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