THf JOURNAL OF COMMBROR—FINANGE AND INSURANGE REVIRW, — dal

the present rate on graih, or sixty-nine
cents per ton for tolls through the Erie
canal. The tolls on the Welland canal,
including the righi to pass thie other canal
free, are ten cents per 1,000 1bs, or six
mills on wheat and five mills and six-tenths
on corn per bushel. Evidently were both
countries to alolish the tolls on their
eanals, ‘the advaniage would be greatly
in favor of the State of New York, as the
liigher rate of tolls would cause, by the
abolition, ¢ larger reduction an the {reight.

Is the total andunconditional abolition of
the toll systema possibility 7 any agitation
tending to lower the tolls so as simply to
eover the actnal expenses might sneeeed,
but what is new proposod goes mneh toe-
ther and would bring upon the general
commmunity chiarges that justly should be
borne by the commeree whicltis benefitted
by the use of the canals.  In the State of
New Youk, the actnal amount of tolls is
Iurdly suflicient to cover the expenses of
ordinary repair. -The so-called conslitu-
tional canals, which cannot be disposed of
at the present rate of tolls, shiow a surplus
of receipts upon expenses of $231,090 on
theTirie canal and a deficiency of $113,805
on the Champlain, ‘Oswego and Cayuga
canals, leaving a net profit of operating
these canals of $116,284  "The lateral
eanals which may e sold by the state, if
any purchager could  be found, leave n
net loss in working ol $113,253, counse-
quently the abolition of tolls in the stale
of New York is simply the assuming by
the commuonity ol heavy expenses that
theretofore had' been: erqually divided
among the interesied parties—the West-
ern States as owners of ‘the coimmodities
transported, and the people of the Stafe
as enrriers. :

Che position of Canada, even in case of
abolition of the tolls, would not be so
much affected. We have only 68 miles
of eanals in a high state of elliciency,
being all new ar lately refitted ; the State
of New York, has 350 miles of the Lrie
Canal to keep in tharough vepair at. high
cost—some $650,000 8 yenr—and for many
yvears the Canal Commissioners have not
ewrned {o Lhemselves a veputation for
economy and foresight, while in this coun-
try no imputation of sueh’ anature has
ever been hinted 'at. Puartizanship and
politieal influences have happily nothing
to do with public works on this side of
the borders. In this there is another
souree of economy in the operating of
our canals. B

In conclusion, therefore, it is to be in-
ferred that- the abolition of tolls on the
canals in the State of New York cannot

‘take -place without injuriously .effecting:
- general interests, and that the veduc- { Outario; and that of 48c.in Quebec are

tion of tolls to the mere covering of ex-
penses could not alter the general rates,
which are already so low as to be searcely
suflicient to pay the cost ol working,

CURIOUS DISCLOSURES, No. 6,
WOOLEN CARPETS.

Woaolens form  one-cleventh of the
whole importation of Canadi, and amount

to &8,928,207 for the fiseal year 1876-7

A thorough investigation of the fignres
combining to make so large a sum could
not fuil to hring to light many anomalies,
were it not for the lack of suflicient infor-
mation in the Government Bluc Books on
this important part of our foreign supplies,
In no country besides Canada could so
large an amount be disposed of in. such
an ofl*hand manner.  After enumerating
the imports. of woolens, blankets, carpets,
flannels, tweeds, wearing apparel, worsted
and yarn, the Government reports con-
tain the following entry : “ All other {na
designation, no quantity], value, $5,80M4,-
862 duty; $1,015,871.36.”  Very close on
three-ifths of the whole importation of
woalens, and one-tawelfth of the whole
revenue derived from custowms, ave thus
disposed of without any record of the na-

ture of the goods or theilr quantity, and:

with no means of uscortaining the propor
tion of the duty to value. Our lield of
investigation is consequenily reduced,
the more so as the $U-10,937 worth of cloth-
ing or wenring apparel represent an un-
known guantity imported. owever car-

pets exhibitsuflicient proofsof the under-

valuation. and want of uniformity in ap.
praisement we have alveady pointed out in
other articles.

Woollen - earpets are imported from

~Great Dritain and the United States. The

whole impartation for the yeur under
review amounted to 1,313,629 yards, of a
value of $608,31¢, and the average value
peryard, 53¢, As usual, we shall separate
the English importation from the Ameri-
can, and exhibit the value in each Pro-
vince of carpets from both countries:

Average value per yard, in each Province,
of English earpets.

Number Avernge
Province. ofyards, Value,  wvalue
per yard,
B. Columbia.. §731 & 6,306 &0 72
N.Brunswicl. 133,835 80,550 0 60
Nova Scotia.. 97,946 57,811 0 59
Manitoba.... 7,623 4,160 0 584
Ontavio....... 403,181 235,265 0 a3
Quebec........ 571,427 276,550 08

P.E.Island.. 29,778 12435 0 413
Leaving the smaller provinces apart, tlie
average of G0c. in New Brunswick, 58c. in

inconsistent. ‘The same qualities of goods
are imported in the four Provinces:—

Tapestry, Brussels, Axminster three.ply

are in demand everywhere, and every
prominent retail store keeps carpetls
of these descriptions from $3.50 to T5c. a
yard, The price of 60c. per yardis already
very low when compared with ITnglish
price lists, but the average of 48c. per
yard in Quebee hag only as corresponding
figure in England, the stair-carpets, with
figured border, seld net at 2s. 1d. per yard,
5-8 width. * The annual report of the New
York Chamber of Commorce for 1877 gives
an average value per yard to imporied
woollen carpetls of $1.25,

The importation of Amervican carpets in
each Province, and the average value per
yard, are as follows :

- Averace
Nuambeyr Average

Provinees. yards. Value, pe\lx\h:lod
B. Columblia. , 30 S350 8116
DR Island. . 23 o
Nova Scotia. . 1,789 hitll (B
Manitobn.. 1,074 a2l 0 484
N. Brunswick,  GH7 2,601 0134
Ontario,. ... 38762 16078 0 |
QUEbEC..a., 13,363 695 035

In the tive Drovinees, the average value
ol American earpets varies from 49 cents
to 35 cents per vard. The New York
Dy Goods Dleporter and the New York
Mercantile Journal, whose price lists of
dry goods are doubtless corvect,donot. con-
{ain any . quolation for carpets so low as
those above. Rigelow, Huwrtfomd, Rox-
bury, Lowell, Crompton Curpet Com-
panies, I, S, Higging & Co., Bromley
Brothers, have not in their ealalogue any
gooids al such figures, and the Now York
Chamber of Commerce in their report
zive &1 as the average value of exported
American earpets.

‘The lack of uniformity in the appraise-

ment of merchandise we have shown to-

exist in so many cases, has before now
Lieen complained of by the trade, without
having eflected any reform. In the pro-
ceedinga of the fourth annual meeting of*
the Dominion Board of Trade, held at
Ottawa in Februavy, 1874, the delegates,
by a resolution, called the attention of
the Government to the system of examin-
ing goods at the various ports of entry,
and recommended that the same be as
uniform as possible. In the discussion

on ihe motion, one of the Toronto dele-

uales expressed himself as follows:=
“[ can only say, with regard to my own

experience, thal sometimes I'have actually .

sent. goods by way of Montreal in order

to get them entered at a lower rate of .

duty, or perhaps admitted free altogether,
1 had to do that in order to he able.to
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