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the enemies of British connexion may meet in the United 
Legislature, one year’s emigration would redress the 
balance. It is by a sound system of colonization that 
we can render these extensive regions available for the 
benefit of the British people. The mismanagement by 
which the resources of our Colonies have hitherto been 
wasted, has, I know, produced in the public mind too 
much of a disposition to regard them as mere sources of 
corruption and loss, and to entertain, with too much 
complacency, the idea of abandoning them as useless.
I cannot participate in the notion that it is the part either 
of prudence or of honour to abandon our countrymen 
when our government of them has plunged them into 
disorder, or our territory, when we discover that we have 
not turned it to proper account. The experiment of 
keeping colonics and governing them well, ought at least 
to have a trial, ere we abandon for ever the vast dominion 
which might supply the wants of our surplus population, 
and raise up millions of fresh consumers of our manu­
factures, and producers of a supply for our wants. The " 
warmest admirers, and the strongest opponents of 
republican institutions, admit or assert that the amazing 
prosperity of the United States is less owing to their form 
of government, than to the unlimited supply of fertile 
land, which maintains succeeding generations in an 
undiminishing affluence of fertile soil. A region as large 
and as fertile is open to Your Majesty’s subjects in Your 
Majesty’s American dominions. The recent improve­
ments of the means of communication will, in a short time, 
bring the unoccupied lands of Canada and New Brunswick 
within as easy a reach of the British Isles, as the territories 
of Iowa and Wisconsin1 arc of that incessant emigration 
that annually quits New England for the Far West.

I see no reason, therefore, for doubting that, by good

1 For Iowa nee above, p. 274, note. In 1836 Wisconsin, including 
Iowa, was made a separate territory, haring before boon included with 
Michigan. Iowa was separated from Wisconsin in 1838, and in 1848 
Wisconsin was admitted as a State into the Union.


