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Before I received this letter from his Excel-

lency, I had wrote to him, recommending fc-

veral officers to the vacancies in the ranging

companies, and inclofcd a journal of my late

fcoutj foon after my return from which I

went to Albany, to fettle my accompts with

the government, where I waited upon his Ex-
cellency the General, by whom I was very

kindly received, and afTurcd that I fliould

have the rank of Major in th? army from the

date of my commiffion under General Aber-

crombie.

I returned to Fort Edward the fifteenth of

May, where 1 received the melancholy news,

thit Capt. Burbank, with a party of thirty men,

had in my abfence been fent out on a fcout,

and were all cut off. This gave me great uneafi-

nefs, as Mr. Burbank was a gentleman I very

highly efleemfed, and one of the beft officers

among the Rangers, and more efpecially as I

judged the fcout he was fent out upon by the

commanding officer at the fort was needlefs,

and unadvifedly undertaken.

Preparations for the campaign were haftcned

by his Excellency the General in every quarter^

the levies from the feveral provinces forward-

ed, the companies of Rangers compleated, and

difciplined in the bcft manner I was capable
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