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FLOUR AND WHEAT-
Theft ineftKmable commodities are not, in tbe opinlen

•F lord Sheffield, the beft ftaples for the nnited ftatet to

depend on ; becaUfe, as he obierves, in general the de>

nlandin Europii is meertain. He again repeats his un-
founded notion of a competition between us and Nova'
Scotia for tlte fiippty df Europe, in thefe articles ; and
adds, that it is a fertWMite cohfeqnenee of American inde.

pendence, that tbe Britifh European iflainds may regain

the fupply of their Weft Indies, with bread and floiir,

and that they caii futhnOh them cheaper than we. In re-

gud to the pr«(peds from Nova Scotha, enough hai

Been already widr, shidparricularly till they difcover fymp^
itvns of intentil refbtirces for their own ufe,. by cea(iiig

tt» iTHport graih ahd flour from the-noited (tates. As w
the European cdim ttade, authentic and importanv ii»-

formation, indeed, is to be derived ftwn a report of the
BHtifh privy council, of March, ip^po, which is faid ttf

have been drawki by k)rd Haiwldbury. It is wifely ob*
ferved, in that report, that the cukure of grain is the
moft important obje^ that can receive the public atteta*

tion : and it is ftated that the demand of Great Britain,

for flour andgrain>lm5 (nrodiiced an average balance a*

gainft the nation, of 2'29i>ooo fterling, for the lad
Sihettfen years, although from the year 1746, to the jwar

1765, they ha4 annually sained, by their com traded

^51,000 Aerlinz on a medium. Ireland, it is true, has
^atly increafed its exports of grain, flour, and bi£>

cuit, but by no mearls in proportion to this falling off

k^ Great Britain^ and its whole exports of flour and
grain are much lefs than our fliipments to the Britifli

weft Indies. Their lordfhips proceed to itate, that in

confequence of infcnrmation received by them from tlic

principal c(am countries of Europe, they are of opinion,

that the quantity of grain raifed in Europe, in com*
mon years, is not more than equal t# the ordinary cbn»
fumptionof its inhabitants; and that, in the event of a
failure of their crops, afupply can only be expetSiedfrom
j4merka. In verification of this formal official coniniufli^

»


